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Can Burgum be a contender 
 in a Trump-loving GOP?

North Dakota governor mulling a run for president in 2024
By Patrick Springer

The Forum
Fargo 

Gov. Doug Burgum 
knows that he 
would be seen as 

a long-shot candidate 
if he were to toss his 
hat into next year’s 
presidential race.

But he insists that he 
isn’t daunted to jump 
into a race as a dark 
horse, and recalled that 
he ran as an outsider 
with no endorsements 
when he entered the 
North Dakota governor’s 
race in 2016.

Now that the 
legislative session is 
behind him, Burgum 

said he will decide 
whether to join a 
field of Republican 
presidential candidates 
dominated in the 
early stages by former 
President Donald 
Trump.

“That’ll be next, to 
think about 2024,” 
Burgum told The 
Forum Editorial Board. 
Any candidate for 
national office coming 
from North Dakota, a 
small state with three 
electoral college votes, 
would have to overcome 
the bias against rural 
states, he said.

“There is a 
geographical bigotry 

that exists,” Burgum 
said.

Campaigning as an 
underdog wouldn’t 
be a new experience 
for Burgum, a former 
software executive 
and entrepreneur 
who entered the 2016 
gubernatorial race as a 
political newcomer with 
10% support.

He challenged the 
late Wayne Stenehjem, 
the popular attorney 
general and the GOP’s 
endorsed candidate, 
with Burgum trailing as 
the third choice in the 
nominating convention.
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North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum meets last Wednesday with the Forum editorial board in Fargo.

Forum file photo
Wayne Stenehjem, left, and Doug Burgum shake hands at a debate in 2016 as 
candidates in the race for North Dakota governor.

Cooking up community
Rural ND couple host ‘farmboy breakfasts’ to bring neighbors together

By Tammy Swift
The Forum

ELGIN, N.D. — It’s 
the belly laughs that go 
straight to JoAnn Schatz’s 
heart.

Whenever Kirby and 
JoAnn Schatz host their 
weekly “farmboy break-
fasts” at their farm 
northwest of Elgin, JoAnn 
sets out the egg bake, the 
sausage, the fried pota-
toes and her homemade 
caramel rolls — then 
scoots to her office.

After all, that’s the 
whole point to these 
breakfasts, she explains. 

Without the distrac-
tion of spouses or fami-
ly members, farmers can 
sit down and break bread 
together. In doing so, 
they hopefully can reach 
out through the physi-
cal distance, cold winters 
and stoic independence 
that isolates them.

Suddenly, there is space 
for them to connect over 
shared farming challeng-
es and experiences.

From her office, Schatz 
can hear the rumble of 
masculine voices as they 
talk machinery woes, 
weather and crop prices. 

And on occasion, when 
she pops into the kitch-
en to refresh her cup of 
coffee, someone in the 
group will crack a joke 
that makes the whole 
group burst into appre-
ciative laughter.

“My heart soars when 
I hear the belly laugh-
ing,” JoAnn says as she 
sits in their welcoming, 
open-concept rambler, 
which is finished with 
barn wood, repurposed 
tin siding and other “rus-
tic chic” details. “It’s why 
I’m doing this.”

In those moments, 

JoAnn knows they’ve 
accomplished something 
much more important 
than a simple breakfast 
between neighbors.

They’ve forged con-
nections which can make 
the demanding work of 
farming a little easier.

After all, farming is a 
tough business. Farm-
ers usually work inde-
pendently, operating 
within the confines of 
their own land and some-
times miles away from 
the nearest neighbor.   

Tammy Swift / The Forum
JoAnn and Kirby Schatz cut into some of her 
homemade caramel rolls during a light meal with 
visitors in April. The high school sweethearts have 
been married for 44 years and live on a farm northwest 
of Elgin. It was JoAnn’s love of entertaining, along with 
the knowledge that farmers could use a network of 
support, that prompted them to start hosting “farmboy 
breakfasts” four years ago.
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