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InsideObituaries
There are no obituaries for today’s edition.

SAMANTHA HILL
news@statesville.com

Crossroads Arts and Science Early
College celebrates their eighth consec-
utive year of 100% graduation rate as the
Class of 2023 earned a high school di-
ploma. Crossroads principal, Alicia Eller,
said she is proud of the hard working stu-
dents and congratulated them on their
success for the future.

Introduction and welcome speaker
Kaylee Greer reminisced on the first day
at Crossroads early college as a freshman
and how their feelings were as a fresh-
man. “Memories made at Crossroads are
unforgettable,” Greer said. She described
all the different paths graduates are going
to take in the future. “I’m so proud of us
and excited to see what the future holds,”
Greer said as she wrapped up her speech.

Isabel Ebin, one of the student speaker,
described how she had taken a class in
myth and human culture in which she
learned about a topic called “liminality.”
Ebin described this topic as being in be-
tween two worlds. “We have one foot in
childhood and we have the other foot in
adulthood,” she said, describing limin-

ality. Ebin described how this can be a
challenge as students feel like they are
stepping into adulthood while not being
prepared like a child.

“Liminality makes you powerful,” said
Ebin. “You’re a part of two groups but
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The Statesville Convention & Visitors
Bureau (SCVB) announced the return of
its Tourism Summit. This second annual
event is scheduled to take place July 26 at
the Statesville Civic Center. This year’s
event, which is themed ‘Celebrate States-
ville,’ will include a Tourism Familiarization
(FAM) Expo + Awards ceremony. It begins
at 8:30 a.m.

The summit is open to tourism stakehold-
ers, business owners, and members of the
community who are interested in learning
about the latest developments in the tourism
industry.

Attendees will learn about the ongoing
initiatives and upcoming programs of the
SCVB, as well as the overall strategy for le-
veraging partnerships for success.

One of the highlights of the summit will be
the keynote address by Christopher Chung,
CEO of the Economic Development Partner-
ship of North Carolina (EDPNC). Chung will
highlight the important contributions of the
tourism industry to North Carolina’s long-
term prosperity, citing the record $33 billion
in visitor spending in 2022.

“Tourism is a major economic develop-
ment driver for communities around our
state, and the record $33 billion in visitor
spending across North Carolina in 2022
further underscores the important contribu-
tions that the tourism industry makes to the
state’s long-term prosperity.” said Chung.
“Through its Visit North Carolina team,
the Economic Development Partnership of
North Carolina is proud to work alongside
partners like the Statesville CVB in growing
our tourism and visitation in every corner
of our state.”

The summit will also feature an informa-
tive presentation by Marlise Moody Taylor,
director tourism research from Visit NC.
The strategic direction of Visit North Car-
olina is heavily influenced by research, as
it provides critical information for various
aspects of the organization such as market-
ing, communications, tourism advocacy and
customer service. Ongoing strategic market
research is conducted by the Visit North
Carolina research team in collaboration
with third-party research organizations and
government agencies to keep track of North
Carolina’s domestic and international visi-
tation, identify trends and deliver relevant
data to decision and policy makers in a timely
manner.

Statesville
CVB to host
Tourism
Summit

SAMANTHA HILL, RECORD & LANDMARK

Haley Murdock speaks to her fellow Crossroads Arts and Science Early College graduates.

Crossroads Early College celebrates 100% graduation rate, first step into adulthood

FROM STAFF REPORTS

In two ceremonies Saturday,
more than 700 Mitchell Com-
munity College students cele-
brated the achievements of an
associate degree, diploma or
certificate program completion.

Due to the large number of
graduates and to accommodate
them and their guests, the cere-
mony was held at the Mooresville
Performing Arts Center and spilt
into two events — one at 10 a.m.
and the other at 2 p.m.

Dr. Tim Brewer, president of
Mitchell Community College,
presided.

Matt Doherty, a nationally
recognized motivational speaker,
bestselling author and media
personality delivered the grad-
uation address. Since being part
of the 1982 National Champion-
ship team with Michael Jordan at
UNC, his journey has included
head coach at Notre Dame and
for the UNC Tar Heels, 2001 ACC
Regular Season Championship,

AP National Coach of the Year
in 2001, head coach at FAU and
SMU, in addition to working
with ESPN, the Indiana Pacers
and the Atlantic 10 Conference.

Mitchell Community College students
earn degrees, diplomas, certificates
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Ailena Mykins was all smiles before the morning program.

READY TO TAKE
ON THE WORLD

Crossroads Arts and Science Early College students file into the auditorium.

Editor’s Note
To see more photos from the
Mitchell Community College
graduation please see page
A8 or online at www.states-
ville.com or on Facebook.
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