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A shortage of volunteer fire-
fighters appears to be an issue
in North Carolina and now law-
makers in the state want to find
out what it will take to attract
and keep them.

House Bill 565 would study
volunteer firefighter incentives.
It was filed in the N.C House of
Representatives on April 4, was
approved in that chamber on
April 27 and was then sent on
to the N.C. Senate the next day.
It was received in the Senate on
May 1 and referred to the com-
mittee on rules and operations,
where it has remained.

The bill would direct the N.C.
Department of Insurance and
its labor and economic analysis
division to study ways to incen-
tivize the recruitment and reten-
tion of volunteer firefighters. It
would give the department until
the regular legislative session of
2024 convenes to submit a report
with findings and recommenda-
tions, the proposed bill says.

Drowning Creek Volunteer
Fire Department on Airport
Rhodhiss Road is a fire depart-
ment in Burke County that is
facing a lack of volunteers.

Melissa Stevenson is a fire-
fighter for Drowning Creek and
its public information officer.
She told The News Herald that
the department is barely holding
on with the maximum needed
firefighters.

Burke County Fire Marshal
Mike Willis said a department
must have 15 firefighters to keep
its Insurance Services Office
rating, which is required in or-
der to be a fire department in
North Carolina. An ISO rating is
issued to fire departments from
the state’s Department of Insur-
ance and determines how much
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The 2023 Petanque World Championship
Women’s Triples Qualifier, presented
by the Federation of Petanque USA and

the Carolina Petanque Club, was held on
May 6-7 in Morganton. The event was held
on the 16 courts at the Catawba River Soccer
Complex, which opened for play in 2017.
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A local organization is bring-
ing back a popular fundraiser for
the first time since the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Options Inc. will present its
annual “Art of Chocolate” cele-
bration at 7 p.m. Saturday, May

20, at the Morganton Commu-
nity House, according to Kim
Bradley, a member of the board
of directors of the shelter that
provides safety for victims of
domestic violence and their
children.

Bradley explained the origins
of the fundraiser.

“Since we feature original
art for auction and chocolate
confectionaries, all handmade/
original, we went with the ‘Art
of Chocolate,’” she said. “The
fundraiser was first held in 2007
and held annually except for the

Art-themed fundraiser
makes comeback after COVID
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Options Inc. will present its annual “Art of Chocolate” celebration at 7 p.m.
Saturday, May 20, at the Morganton Community House.

OPTIONS INC.

Please see FUNDRAISER, Page A3
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VIEW: To see more photos from the
tournament, point your
smartphone camera at the QR code
and tap the link.
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