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In March the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police Depart-
ment arrested Akingbiwaju
Opadele, a Fort Mill paramedic
alleged to have sexually as-
saulted a 17-year-old girl in the
back of an ambulance two
months before.
He was charged with felony

sexual contact under pretext of
medical treatment, according to
a news release.
About 37 minutes after he

was booked, Opadele was re-
leased on a $15,000 unsecured

bond, and walked out of the
jail, police say. That frustrated
family members and detectives
on the case, said CMPD Chief
Johnny Jennings.
“What message are we send-

ing to the community when this
individual gets out in just 37
minutes?” Jennings said. “That
was very frustrating, all around,
for many people, to know that
we didn’t even get the opportu-
nity for a judge to hear this
(and to) set that bond.”
Concerns over bonds being

either “too low” or “too high”
are a constant topic of dis-
cussion across the state, Uni-
versity of North Carolina

School of Government Profes-
sor Jeff Welty said in an email
to the Charlotte Observer.
A new bill supported by mul-

tiple Charlotte-Mecklenburg
officials could ensure more
accountability and consistency
from court officials setting
bonds, Jennings and others say.
North Carolina House Bill

813, dubbed the “Pretrial Integ-
rity Act,” passed in the N.C.
House on May 3. If it is signed
into law, elected judges — not
appointed magistrates — would
set pretrial release conditions
for a slew of more serious
charges, including statutory
rape and sexual offense, arson

and human trafficking.
It would also ensure that

judges receive a copy of repeat
offenders’ criminal histories
before setting pretrial release
conditions, which can include
everything from written prom-
ises to appear in court and
bonds to referrals to mental
health services.
If a judge failed to weigh in

after 48 hours, the responsi-
bility would fall back to a ma-
gistrate.
North Carolina judges al-

ready set pretrial release condi-
tions for defendants charged
with first-degree murder.
The bill is sponsored by mul-

tiple legislators, including Meck-
lenburg County Republican Rep.
John Bradford, who said it came
from discussions with local crim-
inal justice leaders.
“If someone is raped — and,

granted, these people are ac-
cused and not found guilty at a
pretrial review — but the idea
that they could be quickly re-
leased with no bond or very
little bond because a magistrate
quickly does it doesn’t seem to
be fair,” he said. “It needs to
get a true review. We can’t
forget about the victims here.”

‘A DIRECT LINE OF
ACCOUNTABILITY’
In North Carolina, magist-

rates are independent judicial
officers who are overseen by
chief district court judges. They
set conditions of release and
issue warrants, among other
responsibilities.
Unlike with judges, there is

not “a direct line of account-
ability to the performance of a
magistrate,” Mecklenburg
County District Attorney Spen-
cer Merriweather told the Char-
lotte Observer.
“Every single person can go

in and know that I’m the DA of
Mecklenburg County, and they
can go in and look up my name
and hold me directly account-
able for the things that hap-
pened in court,” he said. “The
same thing is true for our dis-

CMPD

Chief Johnny Jennings discussed his dissatisfaction with the county’s bail bond system at a CMPD news
conference on Thursday. A Fort Mill, S.C., paramedic who was accused of sexually assaulting a
17-year-old girl in an ambulance spent less than 37 minutes in jail, Jennings said.

Bill would shift setting
some bonds from
magistrates to judges
BY RYAN OEHRLI
roehrli@charlotteobserver.com

SEE BILL, 6A

BERLIN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy said Sunday that
his country is preparing a coun-
teroffensive designed to liber-
ate areas occupied by Russia,
not to attack Russian territory.
Speaking during a news con-

ference with German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz in Berlin, Zelen-

skyy said
Ukraine’s goal is
to free the terri-
tories within its
internationally
recognized bor-
ders.
The Washing-

ton Post cited
previously undis-

closed documents from a trove
of U.S. intelligence leaks sug-
gesting that Zelenskyy has
considered trying to capture

areas in Russia proper for pos-
sible use as bargaining chips in
peace negotiations to end the
war launched by Moscow in
February 2022. This would put
him at odds with Western gov-
ernments who have insisted
that weapons they provide must
not be used to attack targets in
Russia.
Asked about the report, Ze-

lenskyy said: “We don’t attack
Russian territory, we liberate
our own legitimate territory.”

“We have neither the time
nor the strength (to attack Rus-
sia),” he said, according to an
official interpreter. “And we
also don’t have weapons to
spare with which we could do
this.
“We are preparing a counter-

attack for the illegally occupied
areas based on our constitu-
tionally defined legitimate
borders, which are recognized
internationally,” Zelenskyy
said.
The Ukrainian president is

visiting allies in search of furth-
er arms to help his country fend
off the Russian invasion, and
funds to rebuild what’s been
destroyed by more than a year

Zelenskyy: Counteroffensive
aims to liberate areas
BY FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

Volodymyr
Zelenskyy

SEE ZELENSKYY, 6A

A former North Carolina dep-
uty accused of planting heroin
and other drugs on his ex-girl-
friend’s new beau avoided jail
time with a plea deal and will
serve 24 months probation, a
judge ruled Friday.
David Scott Burroughs was

accused of abuse of law
enforcement power and planting
drugs in Ray Kifer’s car in An-
son County. He was charged in
April 2019 with making a false
police report, obstructing jus-
tice, breaking and entering a
motor vehicle and possession of
heroin, marijuana and metham-
phetamine. A jury deemed him
guilty only of obstruction of
justice and possessing heroin.
Burroughs avoided what could

have been up to 53 months in
jail by agreeing to supervised
probation, mandated anger
management counseling and no
contact with his ex-girlfriend or
Kifer, as proposed by District
Judge Stephan Futrel.
Burroughs appeared in court

Friday alongside his attorneys,
Leah Catherine Austin and
Anna Goodwin. His ability to
return home was the best Moth-
er’s Day gift, said his grand-
mother. She was one of seven
family members present at the
three-day-trial.
While the criminal case has

been decided, Burroughs could
again appear in court for a lin-
gering civil lawsuit. In it, Bur-
roughs’ romantic rival delves
even deeper into an alleged
illicit revenge scheme, claiming
jealousy drove the deputy to do
more than plant drugs.
The judge denied Burroughs’

lawyers’ motion to initially dis-
miss charges of breaking and
entering a motor vehicle and
possession of marijuana and
heroin with intent to distribute.
They argued officers never testi-
fied to identifying the substanc-
es, which could invalidate the
charge. The state, represented
by Matt Victory, argued Bur-
roughs provided enough evi-
dence when he admitted to
planting the drugs in Ray Kifer’s
car.

NC DEPUTY FOUND GUILTY
In rural Anson County, cell-

phones weren’t at all allowed
past the courthouse’s marble
staircase, which funneled in
thirteen onlookers and jurors

Deputy
accused
of planting
drugs after
break-up
takes plea deal
BY JULIA COIN
jcoin@charlotteobserver.com

SEE DRUGS, 6A


