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A developer with a
long-standing project in the
works near theWyewas eager to
secure approvals from the Mis-
soula County Commissioners
in order to move ahead with his
development Thursday.
Ron Ewart with the O’Keefe

Ranch subdivision received
a green light for a condition
amendment, phasing plan
modification and subdivision
improvement agreement for the
property thatwas first approved
in 2005.
Initially, O’Keefe Ranch was

projected to contain 197 lots
on 80 acres consisting of nine
phases. In 2021, the phase total
was reduced to eight. Final plat
of Phase One was approved in
March 2022.
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Not many people could han-
dle beingwithout a home for six
years,butEricTheodoreTennant
speaks calmly and matter-of-
factly about his situation.
“I’m just surviving out here,”

he said, pulling out a half cig-
arette and staring at the rising
Clark Fork River a few feet away
from his tent.
Tennant is a 24-year-old

homeless man living in a make-
shift encampmentof tentsunder

theRussell StreetBridge inMis-
soula. He goes by “Theodore,”
andhe’s beenhomeless since the
ageof 18.Hegrewup inSuperior,
a small townanhour’s drivewest
ofMissoula.
He can talk for a long time

aboutwhyhe’s living unhoused,
but in the end, the simple an-
swer is that he just hasn’t found
orbeenprovidedwithanyoption
that works for him.
Tennant spent most of the

winter inMissoula’s Emergency
Winter Shelter on Johnson
Street, which was set up during
the pandemic after the city’s
other homeless shelter, thePov-
erello Center, hit capacity.
The Emergency Winter Shel-

ter closed this spring, as it was

always set up to be only tem-
porary for the cold months. But
that left more than 100 people
in Missoula with nowhere to go
besides the streets.
And that’s exactlywhereTen-

nant ended up.
“I slept at the Johnson Street

shelter a lot thiswinter,”he said.
“It was a good place to rest. Out
here, you have to constantly
watch your stuff or it’ll get sto-
len.”
There are no bathroom or

garbage-removal facilities un-
der the bridge where Tennant
and several others spend their
nights. There’s nothing to stop
the sharp, cold wind that blows
through and there’s notmuch to
do.

“There’s going to be 40 peo-
ple with mental illness sleeping
down here eventually,” he pre-
dicted, when asked what will
happen if the city and county
can’t figureout away toopen the
JohnsonStreet shelter next year.
“Maybe 70.”
Homelessness, he added, is

a sad state of affairs for many
people.
“There’s a guy in awheelchair

that just goes and sits and stares
at the river every day,” Tennant
said. “It’s messed up.”

A Montana crisis
A lack of affordable housing,

steadily pushing people to the

Nowhere to go: Affordable
housing crisis in Missoula
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Eric Theodore Tennant, a 24-year-old man living in an encampment under the Russell Street Bridge, spent a large portion of the winter in
Missoula’s Emergency Winter Shelter on Johnson Street but has been living on the streets since the shelter’s closure this spring. “I’m just
surviving out here,” he said. “There’s going to be 40 people with mental illness sleeping down here eventually,” he predicted, when asked what
will happen if the city and county can’t figure out a way to open the Johnson Street shelter next year.
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Following a long, cold winter
with heavy snowfall that killed
off weak and young wildlife,
four conservation projects are
planned for Montana andWyo-
ming tohelpelk,pronghorn,deer
and other species.
The work is targeted at im-

proving wildlife migration cor-
ridors and habitat in northern,
southeastern and southwest
Montana, along withWyoming.
Without easy passage, animals

can waste important energy
when they are weak, become
trapped or entangled and die.
“The conservation projects

funded this year by theWestern
Big Game Seasonal Habitat and
Migration Corridors Fund will
make great strides toward pro-
tecting species includingprong-
horn, mule deer and elk during
their annual migrations and en-
hancing the rangeland habitats
they need to survive and thrive,”
said Jeff Trandahl, executive di-
rector and CEO of National Fish
andWildlife Foundation, which
administers the grant program.
“This year’s awards include two
important projects in eastern

Grants help fund wildlife work
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Randall Williams snips barbed wire on a fence he helped take out of the
Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge in late August.
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Montana’s one active coal-
fired power plant faces new car-
bon emissions limits proposed
Thursday by the EPA.
Thenewrules requiringpower

plants to capture 90%of carbon
emissions by 2038 come one
weekafter state lawmakersvoted
to ban carbon emissions from
being considered in permitting
byMontana agencies.
The state ban hinged on the

federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency not regulating car-
bon emissions.
Colstrip Power Plant is one of

the nation’s biggest emitters of
carbon dioxide pollution, with
about 10.9 million tons emit-
ted in 2021. Announcing the
proposed limits, EPA Secretary
Michael Regan said that new
technologywill be key to curbing
greenhouse gases.
“Today, we’re proposing new

technology standards that will
significantly reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from fossil fuel
fired power plants, protect-
ing health and protecting our
planet,” Regan said during a
press conference streamed from

Emissions
plan
challenging
for Colstrip

Homelessness state’s
most enduring issue,
with solutions elusive
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