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Eight South Mississippi teach-
ers collected LeoW. Seal In-
novative Teacher Grants Friday
to help pay for their original
teaching projects.
The grants were presented to

teachers in the D’Iberville,
Gulfport, Hattiesburg and the
Pine Belt, Long Beach, and Pass
Christian school districts during
a ceremony at The Great South-
ern Club atop Hancock Whitney
Plaza in downtown Gulfport.
The grant program honors the

legacies of the late Leo W. Seal
Sr. and Leo Seal Jr., who led
Hancock Whitney Bank for
decades and championed edu-
cational and economic growth
across the Gulf Coast.
Grants of up to $2,000 each

will help the teachers pay for
hands-on creative learning
projects for their students.
This year’s recipients and

their projects are:
Melissa Leigh Payne, D’I-

berville High School. Her pro-
ject, Composers Corner, will
teach high school students to
produce high-quality weekly

podcasts featuring their analys-
es of literature, hot-topic issues
teenagers face and tips for aca-
demic writing.
BrandyWaltman Kops-

zywa, D’Iberville High School.
Her project, Warrior Coffee,
will teach high school students
business concepts, money man-
agement, safe food handling,
customer service skills and
interactions with those who

have disabilities as they manage
a beverage cart at the school.
Tania Tellier-Brooks, Gulf-

port High School. Her project is
Coastal Waters Pollution Check
— Freshmen and sophomores at
Gulfport High school will col-
lect and test water samples
from locations in Gulfport and
using science technology will
determine if common pollu-

tants are present.
Melanie Davis, Pass Road

Elementary School in Gulfport.
Her project is Community Revi-
talization & Creation — Stu-
dents in 2nd-5th grades will
design or redesign historical
structures in Gulfport, with a
focus on buildings damaged in
Hurricane Katrina to learn
about preserving history
through revitalization.
Carly Parker, Harper

McCaughan Elementary
School, Long Beach. Her project
is The Problem Solver’s Friend,
which will teach fourth through
sixth grade gifted students grow
to understand the untapped
potential of technology by in-
terviewing STEM community
members and brainstorming
problem-solving possibilities of
a 3-D printer.
Cherynne DeniseWright,

Pass Christian Elementary
School. Her project is B.E-
.L.O.N.G.: Beating Every
Length of Note Globally will
teach pre-kindergarten through
fifth grade students rhythm,
rhyme and repeating patterns
on a West African djembe
drum.
Matthew Seal, Forrest

County Agricultural High
School, Brooklyn. His project,
Tower to Table, will teach high
school students to grow their
own food in tower gardens in
the school cafeteria.
Elvira Gabriela Deyam-

port, Thames Elementary
School, Hattiesburg. Her project
is Lights, Camera, Action!:
Creativity Meets Communi-
cation with Movie Making.
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Checks and plaques for the Leo W. Seal teachers awards and grants sit on a table waiting to be handed out to recipients at the Great Southern Club in
Gulfport in this 2022 file photo.

Teachers in 8 South
Miss. counties awarded
Leo Seal grants
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On a recent weekday in the
Colorado Capitol, a well known
sound for someone familiar with
the Mississippi Legislature could
be heard through the state
House chamber: a computer
application reading a bill.
A security officer in the Col-

orado House gallery was asked
what was happening.
“Bills are being read to slow

down the process,” the officer
said. He went on to explain that
Colorado House and Senate
members can request a bill to be
read as a form of protest or just
to slow the legislative pro-
cess.The security officer was
told that a similar procedure is
used in the Mississippi Legisla-
ture, but the difference — and a
distinct one — is that the bill
was being read in the Colorado
Legislature at a pace that could
be comprehended.
When there is a request by a

member to read a bill in the
Mississippi Legislature, House
clerks set the computer applica-
tion at such a rapid pace that
comprehension is impossible.
It’s become known in the Capi-
tol as “the demon chipmunk.”
The security officer said the

Colorado Supreme Court had
ruled that the bill readings had
to be comprehensible.
That is not what the Mis-

sissippi Supreme Court said. In a
6-2 decision in 2018, the state
Supreme Court said the reading
of the bills did not have to be
comprehensible. The demon
chipmunk mode on the comput-
er application was just fine.
Both the Mississippi and Col-

orado constitutions give legisla-
tors the authority to have a bill
read aloud before a final vote. In
both states, the minority party —
the Republicans in Colorado
and Democrats in Mississippi —
filed lawsuits trying to prevent
the incomprehensible reading of
bills.
Former state Rep. Jay Hughes,

D-Oxford, who filed the lawsuit
challenging the rapid reading of
the bills, said the difference in
the rulings is an illustration of
what happens when all branches
of government are controlled by
one party like in Mississippi.
“That is a shame because

everyone — even the least pow-
erful — should have a voice,”
Hughes said.

Miss.
lawmakers
allow
computer to
read bills at
high speed
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A Gulfport dentist continues
to serve on the state dental
watchdog board, despite making
thousands in unauthorized cam-
paign contributions from a Mis-
sissippi Dental Association bank
account, including $5,400 to

Gov. Tate Reeves, and despite
covering up $29,225 stolen from
that account, some of which
went to casinos.
Jeff Zimmerman continues to

decide the fates of dentists ac-
cused of improper or illegal
conduct, despite the pleas of the
association and the board for
Reeves to remove Zimmerman
from the Mississippi State Board

of Dental Examiners.
“Had the MDA chosen to file

charges against Dr. Zimmerman
and if he were found guilty, it
would be a felony conviction
that could lead to a fine and
imprisonment,” the associ-
ation’s investigative report says.
“The fact that no charges were
filed in lieu of return of the
stolen funds does not eliminate

the fact that Dr. Zimmerman
admits to misappropriating
$5,900 of the MDA’s money
that had been entrusted to him
in his position as Treasurer
without proper authority.”
Under state law, only Reeves

has the power to remove a
board member “on proof of
inefficiency, incompetency,
immorality, unprofessional
conduct, or continued absence
from the state, for failure to
perform duties, or for other
sufficient cause,” according to
the law.
Asked about Reeves’ lack of

action, Press Secretary Shelby

Wilcher said the governor didn’t
receive formal notification of
the board’s order in the case
until April 5.
“The Governor is continuing

to evaluate the Consent Order
in the light of his statutory du-
ties pursuant to Mississippi
Code Section 73-9-9,” she said
in an email. “The Governor
holds each and every one of his
appointees to the highest ethical
and moral standards.”
Zimmerman did not respond

Wednesday to a request for
comment about his continuing

Dentist continues to serve on
board despite call for removal
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