
Volume 178 | No. 65
Subscribe 877-850-5343.
©2023 $3.49

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 | CLARIONLEDGER.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

QEAJAB-09806v
Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at clarionledger.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Keep an eye on these 
high school QBs in 2023
SPORTS, 1B

JACKSON, Miss. — A federal appoin-
tee is managing the water system in Mis-
sissippi’s capital city, and the same
might soon be true for the city’s sewer
system.

U.S. District Court Judge Henry Win-
gate said at a Tuesday hearing that he
plans on placing Jackson’s sewer system
under the authority of Ted Henifi�n, who
was appointed in November to address
the city’s water troubles. The water sys-
tem partially failed in August, and for
days people had to wait in line for water
to drink, bathe, cook and fl�ush toilets.

The sewer system has also been beset
by problems for years. The city agreed to
enter a consent decree in 2012 with the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
to prevent the overfl�ow of raw sewage
and bring the city into compliance with
the Clean Water Act. Reports required by
the consent decree showed that 4.7 bil-
lion gallons of untreated or partially
treated wastewater were dumped into
the Pearl River between March 2020 and
February 2022.

“Every day that goes by, we run the
risk of escalating our problem,” Wingate
said at the Tuesday hearing.

The federal judge ordered attorneys
to write an order that would combine the
city’s sewer consent decree with its fed-
eral order that resulted in Henifi�n’s ap-
pointment, WLBT-TV reported. Win-
gate requested that attorneys fi�nish the
draft in two weeks.

Henifi�n said if he were to manage the
sewer system, he would contract out
most of the repair work, just as he does
with the water system.

“I don’t have time to train staff�, buy
equipment,” Henifi�n said. “This is the
best we can do to make this happen
fast.”

Henifi�n has said he hopes to wrap up
his work as interim water system man-
ager in one year or less. The federal order
under which he was appointed sets 12
months for Henifi�n to implement 13 pro-
jects for improving the system’s near-
term stability.

City Attorney Catoria Martin told
Wingate it would take one to three years
to fi�x more than 250 sewer overfl�ows.

Fed-appointed
water manager
may take over
sewer system
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. – “At the end of
the world, everyone says there will only
be Twinkies and cockroaches left,” says
Courtney Kahler, “and I’ve added self-
storage to that. It’s an indestructible in-
dustry.” 

It’s the second day of the annual
trade show of the Northeast Self Storage
Association, taking place in the carpet-
ed ballrooms at the MGM Casino, one
fl�oor above the gaming tables. 

Kahler, the executive director of the
325-member organization, sits at the
registration table greeting morning at-
tendees, many of them self-storage en-
trepreneurs who know they hold a win-
ning business hand. 

Their ace in the hole, the one certain-

ty fueling a proliferation of self-storage
facilities across the country? 

“People do not want to get rid of their
stuff�,” says Kahler. “It’s a phenomenon.” 

About 51,200 storage facilities are
now operating in the United States.
That’s more than twice the number of
Subway sandwich shops, says industry
tracker StorageCafe.com. Enough new
facilities were approved just last year to
cover all 843 acres of New York’s Central
Park. 

StorageCafe.com says 1 in 5 Ameri-
cans are now using a self-storage unit
(the most common item stored is furni-
ture), though other industry trackers
say the fi�gure is more like 1 in 10 Amer-
icans. Still, that’s a lot of storage. 

The industry’s expansion has met
some resistance in recent years. Com-
munities from Milford, Connecticut, to
Vancouver, Washington, have placed
moratoriums or zoning restrictions on
new self-storage unit facilities.

Self-storage industry booming

“Everyone is trying to jump on the storage bandwagon,” said Katherine Lescault,
general manager of 401 Storage in Warwick, Rhode Island.
DAVID DELPOIO/THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

Facilities fi�nd more
space to stuff� stuff� 
Tom Mooney
Providence Journal
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Excitement is growing in Jackson
and throughout Mississippi for the USA
International Ballet Competition XII set
to take the stage at Thalia Mara Hall
June 10-24.

But the impact of hosting such a
prestigious event reaches far beyond
the competition itself. One program
sponsored annually by the USA IBC is
designed to enrich the lives of children,

ages 7-12. 
Called CityDance, the ballet school

holds auditions for Jackson Public
Schools students every year on the Sat-
urday following Labor Day.

On Thursday evening, May 11 approx-
imately 65 students from the 2022-23
program demonstrated their talents by
performing “Alice In Wonderland” at the
Belhaven Center for the Arts.

For fi�fth-grader Kalijah McLaurin
this is her third year to participate in
CityDance. 

“I’m a little nervous but excited,”

McLaurin said, as a pre-show run
through was getting underway.

“This is our 20th year,” USA IBC Ex-
ecutive Director Mona Nicholas said
about the program. “It’s a way of giving
back to the community. Our goal is to
instill a love of the arts through dance.”

Students accepted into CityDance
are provided the classes, leotards and
other needed gear free of charge and
receive free tickets to see professional
ballet performances including “The 

‘Love of the arts’

USA International Ballet Competition CityDance performers present “Alice in Wonderland” at the Belhaven University
Center for the Arts in Jackson on, May 11. CityDance, sponsored by the USA IBC, offers free ballet classes for Jackson
Public School Students ranging in age from 7-12 years old. BARBARA GAUNTT/CLARION LEDGER

CityDance Ballet students show skills with 
production of ‘Alice in Wonderland’

Ed Inman
Special to Mississippi Clarion Ledger
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