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Washington County will receive 
an additional $1.165 million in one-
time funding to help people who are 
homeless or are at risk of becoming 
homeless.

The Washington County Board 
voted last week to accept the funds 
from the Minnesota Housing Fi-
nance Agency for the Family Home-
lessness Prevention and Assistance 
Program.

The money, expected to be 
available June 1, will primarily be 
used for direct assistance to pre-
vent homelessness, including pay-
ments for past-due rent of up to 
three months, first months’ rent 
and damage deposit, utility assis-
tance and some moving costs, said 
Sarah Tripple, a division manager 
in the county’s community services 
department.

“Even though it says ‘family,’ it’s 
available to all household types, in-
cluding youth and adults without 
children,” Tripple said.
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A Mahtomedi mother who tes-
tified before a Food and Drug Ad-
ministration advisory committee 
Friday has helped families every-
where get one step closer to fight-
ing a terminal disease that targets 
young boys.

After Marit Sivertson and other 
families testified via Zoom on Fri-
day, the FDA’s Duchenne Muscu-
lar Dystrophy advisory committee 
voted 8 to 6 to fast-track approval of 
a gene therapy that she believes has 
changed her 9-year-old son’s life.

“This is the news that our com-
munity has been advocating for and 
waiting for,” she said. “These boys 
don’t have the luxury of time. Each 
and every day that passes, their 
muscles deteriorate and these fam-
ilies continue to lose a part of their 
sons. This is the best possible out-
come we could have hoped for.”

Girls can get the disease, as well, 
but the disease mostly targets boys.

When her son, Brecken Kinney, 
was a toddler and Sivertson took 
him to the park to play, she noticed 
he wasn’t climbing on the equip-
ment like the other children.

She’d already noticed delays in 
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Do you need a new recycling 
cart, was your collection skipped, 
or do you just have a question 
about egg cartons and pizza 
boxes? The city of St. Paul, in-
stead of Eureka Recycling, is now 
handling cart replacements and 

customer service calls for St. Paul 
property owners, one step in an 
effort to improve residential re-
cycling participation.

That’s a significant change, 
and others will roll out toward 
the end of summer. For the re-
cord, egg cartons should go in 
the compost, but takeout pizza 
boxes are ripe for recycling once 

any plastic items, like forks and 
knives, have been removed.

Since absorbing customer ser-
vice operations from Eureka on 
May 1, St. Paul Public Works has 
fielded an average of 139 calls per 
day from property owners, with 
calls split between missed collec-
tions, requests for cart replace-
ments and general program ques-
tions. Eureka had reported receiv-
ing 77 daily calls on average.

“That is the best way for us to 
know how it’s going,” St. Paul Public 

Works Director Sean Kershaw said 
in an interview. “Recycling is a crit-
ical city service, and people are pay-
ing us to do it. We can tell in the 
first three weeks of taking these 
calls that it’s making a difference.”

“As these carts have aged, 
they’re now getting to a point that 
a lot of them have to be replaced,” 
Kershaw added. “One of the big-
gest concerns that we’re hearing 
is replacement times from Eureka 
were taking too long.”

ST. PAUL

New recycling deal shifts tasks
City is now handling customer service 
calls; other changes to come this summer
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A vehicle is caught in a mudslide that happened amid heavy rain along Minnesota 68 near Courtland, Minn., on Sunday morning. Courtland 
is about 100 miles southwest of St. Paul and 20 miles northwest of Mankato. Areas in the region reported 4 to 6 inches of rain in a matter of 
a few hours beginning late Saturday night, leading to new flood warnings on several rivers. Story, Page 2A
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WASHINGTON >> Computer engi-
neers and tech-inclined political 
scientists have warned for years 
that cheap, powerful artificial in-
telligence tools would soon allow 
anyone to create fake images, 
video and audio that was realis-
tic enough to fool voters and per-

haps sway an election.
The synthetic images that 

emerged were often crude, un-
convincing and costly to pro-
duce, especially when other 
kinds of misinformation were so 
inexpensive and easy to spread 
on social media. The threat 
posed by AI and so-called deep-
fakes always seemed a year or 
two away.

No more.
Sophisticated generative AI 

tools can now create cloned hu-
man voices and hyper-realis-
tic images, videos and audio 
in seconds, at minimal cost.  

ARTIFICIAL INFORMATION

AI presents threat  
to mislead voters
Lawmakers are far 
behind in setting up 
deepfake precautions

By Talmon Joseph Smith  
and Karl Russell
The New York Times

An intergenerational transfer of 
wealth is in motion in America — 
and it will dwarf any of the past.

Of the 73 million baby boom-
ers, the youngest are turning 60. 
The oldest boomers are nearing 
80. Born in midcentury as U.S. 
birthrates surged in tandem 
with an enormous leap in pros-
perity after the Depression and 
World War II, boomers are now 
beginning to die in larger num-
bers, along with Americans older 
than 80.

Most will leave behind thou-
sands of dollars, a home or not 
much at all. Others are leaving 
their heirs hundreds of thou-
sands, or millions, or billions of 
dollars in various assets.

In 1989, total family wealth 
in the United States was about 
$38 trillion, adjusted for infla-
tion. By 2022, that wealth had 
more than tripled, reaching $140 
trillion. Of the $84 trillion pro-
jected to be passed down from 
older Americans to millennial 
and Generation X heirs through 
2045, $16 trillion will be trans-
ferred within the next decade.

MONEY

Greatest wealth transfer 
in U.S. history is here
The winners (the rich) are familiar, but the effects of 
boomers’ inheritances will be felt by nearly everyone
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