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MEMORIAL TO HONOR 
BARRY FAMILY

Contributed / Barry Family Memorial
Pictured are Sean, Shiway, Riana and Sadie Barry. A memorial at Chester Park is planned to honor the slain Duluth family.

By Brielle Bredsten
Duluth News Tribune

Duluth

Just over a year after the Barry family was killed in 
their home, community 

members and relatives 
have come together in 
coordination with the city of 
Duluth to honor them with a 
memorial and improvements 
to Chester Park.
For the late family of 

four, Chester Park served 
as a beloved destination 
where the Barry children 
played while their parents 
socialized.
Loved ones said the park, 

about a mile from their 
home in the East Hillside 
neighborhood, was where 
12-year-old Shiway Barry 
could swing and contemplate 
life for hours at the 

playground, while 9-year-
old Sadie Barry spun around 
or played in the sand. Both 
girls would join in group 
games in the field.
Over the years, Chester 

Park became the place the 
girls’ parents, Riana and 
Sean Barry, grew in their 
community and friendships 
as the family met there 
weekly for homeschool park 
days.
Police said Riana and Sean 

Barry’s nephew, Brandon 
Taylor Cole-Skogstad, 29, 
shot dead the four relatives, 
a dog and then himself on 
April 20, 2022. Authorities 
believe he was previously 
living with the family.

Fundraising event and 
silent auction
A benefit will be held 

Saturday from 3-6 p.m. at 
The Other Place Bar and Grill 
at 3930 E. Calvary Road. The 
event will include a pasta bar 
dinner, silent auction and 
bake sale, as well as sticker- 
and coloring-book sales.
The coloring book was 

created by Sadie’s private 
art teacher, Alyssa Swanson 
of Cloquet, and designed by 
Ashley K. Timms. It includes 
Sadie’s original drawings, 
as well as 78 drawings 
contributed by friends, 
family and young artists.
“As we sculpted with 

polymer clay together, 
Sadie taught me all about 
the mythical creatures she 
had conjured up. She had a 
particular love for dragons, 
and she had created an 
entire taxonomy of them. 
They each had special diets, 
habitats and temperaments. 

She would describe in detail 
their scales or fur, how they 
hunted, and what their role 
in the ecosystem was. She 
was working on a handmade 
book that was called ‘The 
Book of Dragons.’ To keep 
her beautiful and pure spirit 
of creativity alive, I am 
creating a coloring book in 
her memory,” Swanson said.
Pre-orders for “Sadie’s 

Book of Dragons” coloring 
book were available online 
through 7 p.m. Sunday, May 
14.
“We have raised over 

$1,000 through the coloring 
book already,” Swanson said.
Donations are also being 

accepted for the silent 
auction by contacting 
barryfamilymemorial@gmail.
com.

By Christopher Magan
St. Paul Pioneer Press
ST. PAUL — The Min-

nesota Legislature is just 
days away from enact-
ing a historic transfor-
mation of state govern-
ment, adding $20 bil-
lion in spending to the 
next two-year budget to 
fund an unprecedent-
ed amount of new and 
expanded programs and 

services.
That broad expan-

sion will require hun-
dreds, if not more than 
a thousand, new state 
employees as well as 
ongoing costs that will 
entail billions in new tax 
revenues to support it. 
The next state budget is 
expected to hit $72 bil-
lion, up 38% from the 
current $52 billion two-
year spending plan that 
expires in June.
Democratic-Farmer-

Labor Party leaders have 

described their plans as a 
progressive vision for the 
future — a new “Min-
nesota Miracle” — that 
residents want. They 
plan to use the state’s 
$17.5 billion budget sur-
plus to launch it.
There’s a variety of 

new and expanded social 
programs including paid 
family leave, expanded 
access to government-
backed health care as 
well as billions in new 

By Peter Passi
Duluth News Tribune

DULUTH — The Spir-
it Mountain Nordic Center 
is about to grow larger and 
more interconnected with 
some help from local cross-
country ski enthusiasts.
The Duluth Cross-Country 

Ski Club, often referred to as 
DXC, will contribute $114,000 
to help complete Phase 
II of the center’s develop-
ment plan. The project will 
include the construction of 
a 2.2-kilometer connector 
trail to link the newer loops 
at the base of Spirit Moun-
tain with the more extensive 
established network of trails 
up top. It also will fund the 
purchase and installation of a 
new water pump to boost the 
snow-making capacity of the 
Nordic Center below the ski 
hill, with the upper trails that 
still rely on natural snowfall.
“The big piece will be the 

connector,” DXC President 
Jake Morgan said.
“The lower trails at Spir-

it are definitely more diffi-
cult. They’re nice for racing 
and high-level training, but 
a little more challenging for 
someone learning how to ski 
or someone not as confident 
on their skis,” he said.
Morgan said the connector 

will enable people to directly 
access the more varied and 
less technical trail network 
at the top of Spirit Mountain 
from the Grand Avenue Cha-
let.
Even though there’s a sig-

nificant change in elevation 
from the trails at the base of 
the ski hill to those at the top, 
Morgan said, “It will be kind 
of a gradual climb with some 
switchbacks. There is a route 
planned that allows for a fair-
ly shallow pitch to get to the 
top. And it will be two-way, 
obviously. So, I’m thinking 
they’ll make it wide enough 
to accommodate that.”

Nordic 
Center 
to grow
Local skiers 
chip in to help

Next state budget is 
expected to hit $72B
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Minn. Democrats plan to grow 
state government to historic size


