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BATTLE CREEK — A celebration of all things craft
beer is on tap next week in downtown Battle Creek.

The inaugural Battle Creek Beer Week seeks to high-
light the best craft beer the city has to off�er, with a varie-
ty of festivities slated downtown May 15-20. The cele-
bration is presented by Freedom City, Penetrator Events
and the Battle Creek Small Business Development Of-
fi�ce.

“In the last few years we’ve had a couple more brew-
eries pop up in Battle Creek with Handmap Brewing in
2020 and now New Holland (this year),” Justin Andert,
founder of Freedom City and co-organizer of Battle
Creek Beer Week, explained. “There’s a lot of stuff� going
on and a lot of options (locally). ... We’re really just tak-
ing a week to appreciate the beer that we have here in
our community.”

The celebration will culminate May 20 with the Cal-
houn County BrewBus, a ticketed event that allows pa-
trons to hop on and off� at breweries in Battle Creek,
Marshall and Albion. Participating breweries include
Albion Malleable Brewing Company, Handmap Brew-

ing, Grand River Brewery, Dark Horse Brewing Co., New
Holland Brewing Co. and Territorial Brewing Company.

Ticket holders will hop on the bus at their assigned
“home base” brewery and buses will come around every
30 minutes to transport patrons to another establish-
ments. Buses will operate continually from noon until 6
p.m.

Tickets for the Calhoun County BrewBus are avail-
able online at battlecreekbeerweek.com.

“This is a celebration of beer that’s made right here,”
Penetrator Events Chief Excitement Offi�cer Jeremy An-
drews said. “We want to make sure that businesses that
carry local or Michigan beer know that if they’ve got
anything going on next week and they want us to pro-
mote it, they can put it right on our calendar on our web-
site.”

Battle Creek Beer Week is yet another example of the
power of collaboration, Small Business Development
Director John Hart explained, pointing to the success of
similar eff�orts like Que the Creek, The Big Cheese,
Breaking Bred Bazaar and Color the Creek, among oth-
ers.

“Sharing the load increases all of our capacity, reach
and frequency when developing these events,” Hart
said. “It is exciting to be part of it. The reward is seeing
and hearing the positive impact it has on the attendees,
visitors and the merchants downtown.”

For a full list of Battle Creek Beer Week events, visit
battlecreekbeerweek.com.

Patrons sit at the bar during the grand opening of New Holland Brewing Co. in downtown Battle Creek on
March 31. BECCA MAHON/BATTLE CREEK ENQUIRER

The Brass Band of Battle Creek is going to be bring-
ing a taste of New Orleans to music lovers with its
2023 spring concert.

Featuring special guest performances by New Or-
leans jazz clarinetist Doreen Ketchens and jazz trom-
bonist Wycliff�e Gordon, the Brass Band of Battle
Creek is proving again its ability to bring the world of
music to W.K. Kellogg Auditorium.

“Again and again, over 30 years, we have brought
the best musicians in the United States here to Battle
Creek,” said Jerry Rose, BBBC education director.
“When you do it again and again, and we talk about
who is coming, it can seem like old news. But the ex-
citing part of this is the fantastic talent that chooses
to join us each time we hold a concert.”

The spring concert is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on
May 20 at W.K. Kellogg Auditorium. Tickets are avail-
able at www.bbbc.net or by calling the box offi�ce at
(269) 789-2222.

Ketchens, also known at ‘Lady Louis’ because of
her ability to hit and hold powerful high notes and her
love of Louis Armstrong’s performance style, has
performed with such artists as Elis Marsalis, Al Hirt,
Trombone Shorty and The Black Crows. She was re-
cently featured on ‘CBS Sunday Morning’ and has 

BC Brass Band
brings jazz
legends in for
spring concert
Bill Broderick
Battle Creek Enquirer
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New Orleans jazz clarinetist Doreen Ketchens
(pictured) and jazz trombonist Wycliffe Gordon will
join the Brass Band of Battle Creek for its spring
concert on May 20. BRASS BAND OF BATTLE CREEK
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SPRINGFIELD, Mass. – “At the end of the world, ev-
eryone says there will only be Twinkies and cock-
roaches left,” says Courtney Kahler, “and I’ve added
self-storage to that. It’s an indestructible industry.” 

It’s the second day of the annual trade show of the
Northeast Self Storage Association, taking place in
the carpeted ballrooms at the MGM Casino, one fl�oor
above the gaming tables. 

Kahler, the executive director of the 325-member
organization, sits at the registration table greeting
morning attendees, many of them self-storage entre-

preneurs who know they hold a winning business
hand. 

Their ace in the hole, the one certainty fueling a
proliferation of self-storage facilities across the coun-
try? 

“People do not want to get rid of their stuff�,” says
Kahler. “It’s a phenomenon.” 

About 51,200 storage facilities are now operating in
the United States. That’s more than twice the number
of Subway sandwich shops, says industry tracker
StorageCafe.com. Enough new facilities were ap-
proved just last year to cover all 843 acres of New
York’s Central Park. 

Self-storage industry booming
Tom Mooney
Providence Journal
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CREDIT

Call Now 
Toll-Free

Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life. With a new walk-in 
shower, you can make sure your bathroom ages as gracefully as you 
do. This shower was designed by experts, with you in mind, focusing 
on safety and convenience when it matters most. Discover how a 
walk-in shower can help reduce the risk of falling, giving you the 
freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.
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www.WhySafeStep.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In 
Shower. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in Shower purchase. No cash value. 

Must present offer at time of purchase.

$750 OFF
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Showering 
SafelySafely

So you can stay in 
the home you love!

 Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor
  Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair 

Accessible
 Luxurious 8” Rainfall Shower Head
 Professionally Installed in 1 day
 Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

 Fold Down Safety Seat
 Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar
 Lifetime Warranty

‘A celebration of beer’
Enjoy local craft beer with
inaugural Beer Week
Greyson Steele
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