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NBA PLAYOFFS: Celtics top 76ers, 112-88, in Game 7  / C1

Rising cybercrime putting more Mainers at risk

Zelensky: 
Strike plan 
steers clear 
of Russian 
territory

WHO’S CALLING THE SHOTS?

Studies suggest breaches 
affecting the health care 
industry are increasing in 
frequency. More than a 

third of all cyberattacks in 
2022 targeted the industry, 
according to a cyber-risk 

intelligence company.
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Greg Tobey, left, of Source and Mitchell Lench 
of Ocean’s Balance have teamed up to create 
Seaweed Farmer Services, which would 
make the 17-ton dryer Lench is importing 
from South Africa available to other seaweed 
farmers in the state. 
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At a news conference in Berlin 
on Sunday, Ukraine President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said the 
counterattack will be “for 
the illegally occupied areas 
based on our constitutionally 
defined legitimate borders, 
which are recognized 
internationally.”

By HANNAH LaCLAIRE
Staff Writer

As many as 35,086 Mainers 
may have lost personal infor-
mation to computer hackers in 
a data breach reported Friday 
– and the incident was just one 
of hundreds that have struck the 
state in recent months.

PharMerica Corp., a Ken-
tucky-based pharmacy services 

company, said the hackers stole 
names, Social Security numbers, 
insurance information and med-
ication history from the records 
of 5.8 million people nationwide. 
In a May 12 letter, the company 
said it learned March 14 that an 
“unknown third party” had illic-
itly accessed the computerized 
data and that an investigation 
was underway.

The report came a day af-
ter revelations of another data 
breach, potentially affecting 
more than 11,000 Maine res-
idents. Brightly Software, a 
North Carolina subsidiary of in-
dustrial conglomerate Siemens, 
said Thursday that hackers took 
the names, phone numbers and 
employer information of roughly 
3 million people from a user da-

tabase.
The theft occurred April 20 

and Brightly discovered it April 
28, according to the Office of the 
Maine Attorney General, which 
maintains a log of data breaches 
affecting Maine consumers.

Last month, 20,000 Mainers 
received a notice that hackers 
had accessed their Social Secu-
rity numbers, Medicare member 

Data breaches are being recorded nearly every day in Maine, according to experts.

By KAY NEUFELD
Staff Writer

A 50-foot-long, 17-ton, 
moisture-sucking ma-
chine from South Africa 
is en route to Brunswick 
– where the device may 
allow Maine seaweed 
companies to triple pro-
duction and make an in-
ternational jump of their 

own.
Ocean’s Balance, a Bid-

deford seaweed farm and 
producer, is spending 
around $650,000 on the 
custom-designed dryer, 
with funding help from 
Coastal Enterprises Inc., 
a community develop-
ment financial institution 
headquartered in Bruns-

wick.
Mitchell Lench, CEO 

of Ocean’s Balance, feels 
the investment is neces-
sary because sugar kelp, 
the seaweed species 
most commonly farmed 
in Maine, requires exact-
ing conditions in order to 

Maine seaweed farms could 
triple output with new dryer
The machine, developed by Ocean’s Balance, is intended to solve the 
exacting challenges farmers face when trying to preserve their harvest.
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Soccer referee Kosta Nedeljkovic, 18, quizzes trainees on flag signals during a clinic at East End Community 
School in Portland on April 28. He wants to get certified to referee high school games as soon as possible so he 
can earn some extra money while attending the University of Maine in the fall.

By FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

BERLIN —  Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky said 
Sunday that his country is pre-
paring a counteroffensive de-
signed to liberate areas occupied 
by Russia, not to attack Russian 
territory.

Speaking during a news con-
ference with German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz in Berlin, Zelensky 
said Ukraine’s goal is to free the 
territories within its internation-
ally recognized 
borders.

The Washing-
ton Post cited 
previously un-
disclosed doc-
uments from 
a trove of U.S. 
i n t e l l i g e n c e 
leaks suggesting that Zelensky 
has considered trying to capture 
areas in Russia proper for pos-
sible use as bargaining chips in 
peace negotiations to end the war 
launched by Moscow in February 
2022. This would put him at odds 
with Western governments that 
have insisted that weapons they 
provide must not be used to at-
tack targets in Russia.

Asked about the report, Zelen-
sky said: “We don’t attack Rus-
sian territory, we liberate our 
own legitimate territory.”

“We have neither the time nor 
the strength (to attack Russia),” 
he said, according to an official in-
terpreter. “And we also don’t have 
weapons to spare, with which we 
could do this.”

By TRAVIS LAZARCZYK
Staff Writer

When Kosta Nedeljkovic 
started officiating youth soc-
cer games a few years ago, 
he was just looking to make 
a few bucks on the weekends.

“Once I started doing it, I 
loved it,” said Nedeljkovic, 18, 
and a senior at Portland High. 
Set to enroll at the University 
of Maine in the fall, he plans 
on getting certified to ref high 
school soccer games as soon 
as possible so he can start 
working those in college.

“As long as I’m physically fit 
enough I see myself (officiat-
ing),” he said.

Nedeljkovic is a rarity, a 
young person who not only 
tried officiating youth sports, 
but developed a passion for 
it.

With the number of game 
officials in decline for years, 
youth sports leagues run by 

community rec departments 
and travel teams are scram-
bling to find enough refer-
ees and umpires to work 
games. Throughout the win-

ter and spring, efforts have 
increased across the state 
to recruit new game officials 
– including teenagers like 
Nedeljkovic.

“It is very important to get 
younger people to referee. 
They keep our games cov-
ered with certified referees, 
as well as they learn the 
rules of soccer and become 
better players,” said Peter 
LeVasseur, director of in-
struction for the Maine Soc-
cer Referee Association.

For the past few years, Le-
Vasseur has been conducting 
clinics in several locations 
across the state – including 
a new one this year in Lew-
iston – to attract and train 
prospective soccer refs. The 
classes this year helped to 
increase the number of reg-
istered youth soccer officials 
in Maine to 600, an increase 
of 100 from 2022, he said. 
Eight more clinics are sched-
uled this summer in commu-
nities ranging from Kittery to 
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With the ranks of youth sports officials in decline for years, more clinics 
are being held across the state to attract and train referees and umpires.

Sean Williams, right, of Gorham flashes his approval 
as his son Jack Williams, 14, tries on a referee uniform 
during a training clinic at East End Community School. 
Sean Williams used to be a traveling soccer coach and 
said officiating is a way to stay involved.
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