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PARIS — Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy made a sur-
prise visit to Paris for talks Sunday 
night with French President Em-
manuel Macron, extending a multi-
stop European tour that has elicited 
fresh pledges of military support as 
his country gears up for a counterof-
fensive against Russian occupation 
forces.

In a tweet on his arrival, Zelenskyy 
said: “With each visit, Ukraine’s de-
fense and offensive capabilities are 
expanding. The ties with Europe are 
getting stronger, and the pressure on 
Russia is growing.”

He said he and Macron “will talk 
through the most important points 
of bilateral relations.” The French 
leader’s office said they’ll discuss 
Ukraine’s military and humanitari-
an needs and “the more long-term 
perspectives for a return to peace in 
Europe,” and that Macron will “reaf-
firm France and Europe’s unwaver-
ing support” for Ukraine in its fight 
against the Russian invasion.

France has supplied Ukraine 
with an array of weaponry, include 
air-defense systems, light tanks,  
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Zelenskyy 
pays visit 
to Paris
Ukrainian president 
touts strengthening 
bonds with Europe
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Morning Sentinel

 
Thomas College in Wa-

terville is experiencing a 
housing crunch and has 
identified a creative solu-
tion: entering into a multi-
year agreement with Snow 
Pond Center for the Arts to 
lease a residence hall there 
on Messalonskee Lake in 
Sidney.

Students living in the 28-
room residence hall, as 
well as the entire Thomas 
College community on its 
West River Road campus, 
will have access to the 40-
acre waterfront property in 
Sidney. That includes use of 
educational, performance, 
music and dance spac-

es, tennis and basketball 
courts, a yoga and dance 
studio, and nearly 2 miles 
of walking and snowshoe 
trails.

Under the agreement, 
Thomas students also will 
be able to take part in Snow 
Pond’s camps, concerts and 

other events, and receive 
discounted tickets for con-
certs and events held at the 
center’s Bowl in the Pines 
amphitheater, which is one 
of the largest such outdoor 
venues in the nation.

Thomas’ West River Road 
campus has five residence 

halls, all of which are ex-
pected to be full in the fall, 
according to a college news 
release.

“We are incredibly excited 
to have secured this new 
offering for our current and 
future students at Thom-
as College,” Todd Smith, 
Thomas’ chief operating 
officer, said in the release. 
“With the growth of our 
student body comes new 
opportunities. And this new 
opportunity with Snow Pond 
really expands the promise 
of an inspiring environment 
for the Thomas College stu-
dent experience.”

Christa Johnson, Snow 
Pond Center’s director of  
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School to lease residence hall 

Amid tight housing, several students to live at Sidney arts center

BY KEITH EDWARDS
Kennebec Journal

 
AUGUSTA — Just be-

cause Augusta doesn’t al-
low camping on city prop-
erty, and officials have 
expressed concerns about 
a proposal to provide a 
public space for  homeless 
people to camp, doesn’t 
mean private landowners 
can’t offer up their own 
property as a campsite 
to help someone with no 
place else to stay.

That was the big take-
away from an information-
al City Council meeting 
last week.

As officials continue to 

grapple with how to help 
the roughly 20 people 
who, for various reasons, 
haven’t found a spot in a 
local homeless shelter or 
elsewhere, they note that 
private property owners 
are free to host homeless 
campers.

An emergency overnight 
warming center was open 
from November through 
April.

The city could consider 
altering its existing land 
use ordinance, which al-
lows property-owners to 
host someone camping in 
a recreational vehicle or 
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City’s property owners  

could host homeless 

campers, officials learn
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Global 
goodies

BY AMY CALDER
Morning Sentinel

 
PITTSFIELD — It’s not of-

ten one can nibble on a French 
croissant, taste a 
German klopschen, 
and partake of a 
bowl of borscht, 
cooked up by stu-
dents from Ukraine, 
all in one setting.

But that’s what patrons of the 
International Food Festival at 
Maine Central Institute got to 
experience Sunday, the 16th 
year the event has been held.

“It’s just wonderful,” said 
Ann Haseltine, 76, of Pittsfield. 
“I just had wonderful Mexican 
guacamole. “I’m trying every-
thing. Very nice.”

It was the first time Hasel-
tine had attended the event, 
which offered free samples of 

cuisine from places such as 
Italy, France, Brazil, Vietnam, 
Myanmar, China, Liberia, 
Thailand, Norway, Spain, Peru 
and Japan.

Held in Parks Gymnasium 
on the MCI campus, the event 
drew about 200 people and al-

lowed some 40 students from 
other countries to make their 
favorite foods to share, free 
of charge, with American stu-
dents and area residents. Fac-
ulty and staff also helped cook 
the food.

Sophomore Allegra Rebbel-
mund and junior Lilith Emil-
ia Bueser, both of Germany, 
served the klopschen, which 
looked like tiny cooked ham-
burgers.

“This is a combination of 
beef and pork meats and feta 

MCI students share tasty cuisine from around the world
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Rich Abrahamson/Morning Sentinel photos
Top: Isaac Brownell, 3, of Pittsfield, samples a crepe with strawberry jam Sunday during the 16th annual International Food Festival hosted 
by the international students at Maine Central Institute in Pittsfield. The boy was joined at the festival by his sister Alice, 5, and dad, Ethan.
Above: German student Allegra Rebbelmund, top, serves bretzel brotchen Sunday during Sunday’s event at Maine Central Institute in 
Pittsfield.

“ I think it’s really good because we can share 
something from our culture.”

ALLEGRA REBBELMUND 
MAINE CENTRAL INSTITUTE SOPHOMORE, AND NATIVE OF GERMANY
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Associated Press
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy, right, is welcomed by French 
Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne on 
Sunday near Paris.

ZELENSKYY, PAGE A6

Sta� graphic / Sharon Wood

Ke
nn

eb
ec

 R
ive

r 201

Exit
127

104

95

Thomas College
180 West River Road

Waterville

Exit
124

Snow Pond Center 
for the Arts

8 Goldenrod Lane

Oakland

Sidney

Mid
dle

 Ro
ad

Pon
d Ro

ad

Goodhue Road Vassalboro

S

tudents living 

in the 28-

room residence 

hall will have 

access to the 40-

acre waterfront 

property in 

Sidney.

HALL, PAGE A6 CAMPERS, PAGE A6

Jayson Tatum scores  
Game 7-record 51 points 
as Boston ousts Philly  C1

C’S ADVANCE


