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Lamin Swann, a state repre-
sentative from Lexington, has
died, according to a statement
from his mother.
There was no immediate

information on Swann’s cause
of death Sunday. The Demo-
cratic representative was 45
years old.

“There are no
words to fully
describe the
grief and impos-
sible loss that
others and I feel
right now after
saying good-bye
earlier today to
my beloved son,

Lamin,” Swann’s mother, Pam
Dixon, said in a statement.
“Beyond our faith, what com-
forts us is knowing the positive

and lasting impact he had on so
many.
“Those include his loved

ones and friends; those he ad-
vocated for throughout his life;
and, now, those whose own
lives will forever be strength-
ened by his decision to be an
organ donor,” she said. “We
are extremely grateful for the
outpouring of love and support
we have received over the last
several days, and I know he felt
it, too.”

Swann was “always smiling,”
and lead with “kindness while
working to build a better Ken-
tucky for all,” Gov. Andy Be-
shear wrote on social media
Sunday.
“My heart is heavy this morn-

ing at the news of Rep. Lamin
Swann’s passing,” he said.
“Lamin was always smiling,
leading with kindness while
working to build a better Ken-

State representative Swann
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The number of migrants seek-
ing to cross the southern U.S.
border has been “markedly
down” despite an expected
surge following the expiration of
pandemic-era border restric-
tions, Homeland Security Secre-
tary Alejandro Mayorkas said.
Speaking on CNN’s “State of

the Union,” Sunday, Mayorkas
said over the past two days, the
U.S. Border Patrol “has experi-
enced a 50% drop in the num-
ber of encounters versus what
we were experiencing earlier in
the week,” before the border
limits, known as Title 42, were
lifted.
While Mayorkas said it was

DHS head:
Border
crossings
fell 50%
since rule
ended
BY VICTORIA CAVALIERE
Bloomberg News
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other members of Pikeville
Pride sat at a booth strewn with
rainbow flags and banners. The
grassroots organization works
to highlight Eastern Kentucky’s
LGBTQ+ community.
In a town and region long

assumed to be unwelcome to
LGBTQ+ people, members
were met with honest ques-
tions, smiles, thank yous and

The small moments are the
ones that let Cara Ellis know
she’s making a big impact.
On a hot, mid-April day at

Hillbilly Days — Pikeville’s
annual festival celebrating all
things Appalachia — Ellis and

even a “grandma” who got
their grandson their “first pride
flag,” said Ellis, who is Pikeville
Pride’s president.
“I never thought we would

have this in this town,” said
Ellis, a Pikeville native.
Ellis has come out twice in

her life. Once in high school,
where she was met with bully-
ing that made her much more

quiet about an essential part of
herself.
But a cancer diagnosis in

2019 changed that. She came
out on Facebook with a state-
ment that essentially said “I’m
here and I’m queer and that’s
all you need to know,” Ellis
said.

RYAN C. HERMENS rhermens@herald-leader.com

Cara Ellis, front, and Sarah Ratliff talk to festival goers at Pikeville Pride’s booth at the Hillbilly Days Festival in Pikeville on Thursday, April
20.

LGBTQ Eastern Kentuckians create
community that’s been missing
BY RICK CHILDRESS
rchildress@herald-leader.com
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Hundreds of customers gath-
ered Saturday to say farewell
and get one last sweet taste of
Magee’s Bakery.
Beverly Higgins, who co-owns

the Lexington bakery, said Sat-
urday would be the bakery’s last
day after 67 years in business.
The line of patrons stretched

from the cash register inside all
along the 700 block of Main
Street and around the corner at
South Ashland Avenue. Higgins
walked down the line outside,
handing out doughnut stickers
and giving hugs to familiar
faces.
“Thank you so much for sup-

porting us,” she told them.
Mary Christian left with a bag

of baking pans and a box of
danishes.
“I wanted to say goodbye,”

Customers
line up to
say final
goodbyes to
Magee’s
Bakery
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