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Andre Williams/Staff Reporter

UNTIL A few months ago, 
Victor Andrews* had 
spent the last 40 years of 

his life living on less than $100 
a day in a gritty St Andrew 
community.  

The last person from his imme-
diate family who had been left in 
Jamaica, he had struggled with 
basic necessities while on the 
island and yearned for another 
shot at travelling to the United 
States (US).

In January, Andrews, 65,  said he 
built up enough confidence and, 
after watching others get across 
the US-Mexico border, called on 
his relatives in the US to help him 
fund the costly illegal trip that had 
no guarantee and required signif-
icant resolve.

The total cost of travel from 
Jamaica to the border can run 
anywhere between $300,000 
and $450,000 with costs from 
smugglers expected to rise with 
the expiration of pandemic-era 
border restrictions.

“Mi honestly never think bout 
the dangers. Some of the people 
dem weh a talk never go though 
it. If mi did follow dem I would 
stuck a Jamaica. A man like me 
now can tell you bout it … who, 
mi just pack mi bags and leave 
Jamaica and nuh tell nobody,” 
Andrews said.

He travelled to Panama and 
then to Mexico and made his 
way to the border with the help 
of coyotes (members of the cartel 
who illegally transport migrants 

to the border).
“Eighty days mi spend in deten-

tion and that was the first some 
of my friends knew mi gone. I call 
and mek dem know mi good,” he 
said.

Andrews told The Gleaner 
that, during those 80 days, he saw 
many Jamaicans and made friends 
with other nationals.

He said he knew he would be 
admitted in the US after failing on 
the first attempt, some 30 years ago.

“I couldn’t read properly and I 
had bandoloo travel documents 
inna dem days and, when we 
reach America, the man ask mi 
how much time mi visit the coun-
try and I said ‘First’. [But] The visa 
fly on already and so dem turn mi 
back,” he said.

WOULD DO IT AGAIN
Already a month and a half 

out of detention and, pending 
asylum court hearings, Andrews 

said he has gained weight. He 
added that, if he is ultimately not 
granted asylum and sent back 
to Jamaica, he would “run leave 
poverty again”.

He told The Gleaner that he 
has seen the news about the 
deaths of migrants but said 
that, when faced with the kinds 
of challenges he faced, death 
would be the last thing on a per-
son’s mind. 

“Most would say mi dead 
already. A survival mi tell mi self. 
My age, many people surprise but 
when dem look back at my situ-
ation, poverty, crime and health, 
dem lift dem hat to me,” Andrews 
said. 

Title 42, a Donald Trump-
imposed restriction which allowed 
for immediate deportation on the 
basis of the spread of COVID-19, 
came to an end last week and US 
authorities are expecting more 

SURVIVAL STORY

How Jamaicans use Google Maps to track the journeys of family 
members as they seek to cross the United States-Mexico border. Here is 
shown a Jamaican being tracked at Imperial Beach, California in the 
United States.  CONTRIBUTED

More Jamaicans preparing for illegal Mexico-US border crossing, 
in escape from violence and poverty, after expiration of Title 42

 Hopeton Bucknor/ 
Gleaner Writer

WESTERN BUREAU:         
FOLLOWING A scary week of 
bloodletting across western 
Jamaica, with 14 persons being 
shot and killed and one stabbed 
to death, deputy commander 
of the St James Police Division, 
Superintendent Eron Samuels, says 
several new measures will be put 
in place to quell the lawlessness.

Samuels, who was a part of the 
security team that toured sev-
eral crime-plagued communities 
across the region with National 
Security Minister Dr Horace Chang 
on Saturday, said he was aware 
of the latest killings - three bul-
let-riddled bodies found along 
a roadway in Zion community, 
near Barrett Town, St James, on 
Saturday night. He, however, had 
no details to provide on the matter. 

According to reports, about 
10:00 p.m. on Saturday, a motor-
ist stumbled upon the three uni-
dentified bodies, all males, and 
summoned the police.

On the arrival of the police, it 
was discovered that all three vic-
tims, who appeared to be young 
men, possibly in their 20s, were 
shot multiple times. About 31 
spent shell casings were retrieved 
at the scene. None of the men had 

any form of identification on them.
Anthony Murray, the councillor 

for the Rose Hall division, in East 
Central St James, where Mount 
Zion is located, said while the 
men were unidentified, the fact 
that they turned up dead in that 
area is cause for concern.

“Well, to be frank with you, the 
Rose Hall division has been very 
calm in recent times as it relates 
to murders, so news of three mur-
ders in the community is of great 
concern to me,” Murray told The 
Gleaner. “Mount Zion is not one of 
the areas known for violent crimes, 
and to see what took place last 
night is really of concern.”

During his visit to Mt Salem on 
Saturday, Chang said the persons 
behind the violence were the 
remnant of gangs, which were 
displaced when the nation’s first 
zone of special operations (ZOSO) 
was declared in the community 
in 2017. He expressed confidence 
that the police can quickly restore 
calm.

In Hanover, the conflict there 
was blamed on feuding by rival 
gangs over the spoils of lottery 
scamming. Two of the main sus-
pects in a recent double murder 
are now in custody.

Triple murder 
rocks the West, 

tougher policing 
measures coming

Nicola Jacobs (right) with her baby Jeremiah Dacres, Chantii Francis (left) and mothers (from second left) Sylette McDonald and Monique Griffiths 
head to church for Mother’s Day on Hanover Street in Kingston yesterday. RUDOLPH BROWN/PHOTOGRAPHER

PLEASE SEE MEXICO, A3

SMUGGLING FACTS

• In 2020, 4,467 Jamaicans 
were legally admitted 
into Mexico. A year later, 
arrivals surged by 68 per 
cent to 7,509.

• In 2022, a total of 16,186 
Jamaican nationals 
travelled to the country 
by air transportation.

• Individuals now face 
a five-year ban and 
swift deportation and 
prosecution if new asylum 
seeking guidelines not 
followed.

SEE RELATED 
STORY ON A3.


