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TraveLodge owner paid ¤80m to
accommodate refugees last year

Turkey appeared set for a
run-off vote in its landmark
presidential election as count-
ing indicated no absolute major-
ity for either strongman Recep
Tayyip Erdogan nor the opposi-
tion candidate who vowed to
end what he called “one-man
rule”.

Kemal Kilicdaroglu ran on a
platform of restoring Turkey’s
democratic institutions and the
rule of law as the joint candidate
for six opposition parties who
teamed up in an effort to end Mr
Erdogan’s increasingly iron-fist-
ed two decades in power.

Tallies suggested a minority
third candidate won about
5 per cent of the vote, denying
either of the frontrunners the
50 per cent needed to win the
presidential election outright
in the first round and making
for a run-off between them on
May 28.

Turkey’s state-owned news

agency initially reported Mr Er-
dogan to have a significant lead
that would have made for a
clean victory, but this fell away
as city votes were counted leav-
ing him far more narrowly
ahead.

In a statement, Mr Erdogan
called on his supporters to stay
with ballot boxes “no matter
what” until the result was final-
ised, describing the premature
announcement of results as an
“usurpation of the national
will”.

Secularrepublic
The election was seen as a refer-
endum on Turkey’s future a cen-
tury since the founding of the
secular republic. With deep re-
percussions at stake for the wid-
er region, turnout was reported
to be the highest in years at
88.3 per cent despite the disrup-
tion of February’s devastating
earthquake.

The centre-left Mr Kilicdaro-
glu, a mild-mannered for-
mer-civil servant who spoke of
uniting a polarised society,
emerged as the first serious
challenger to Mr Erdogan’s
rule in a generation.

He promised to wrest Tur-
key’s economy from its severe
cost-of-living crisis, after Mr Er-
dogan pursued an unorthodox
monetary policy of insisting in-
terest rates must be cut even as
inflation hit 85 percent and the
value of the lira plunged.

Mr Erdogan offered wage
hikes, appealed to family val-
ues, and cast the opposition as a
threat to the state as he sought
to shore up his deeply loyal sup-
port base as he slipped behind
in polls ahead of the election.
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The Government has said
emergency accommodation
for most of the 500 asylum
seekers who are currently
without a place to live – some
of whom are living in tents in
Dublin city centre – will be pro-
vided in the coming days.

Senior political sources said
there was a heightened aware-
ness in Government of the
need to ensure the safety of
asylum seekers for whom the
State has been unable to pro-
vide accommodation but they
played down reports that
gardaí are preparing for a
wave of anti-immigrant dem-
onstrations in the wake of Fri-
day’s incidents.

The Department of Integra-
tion said that “in the next week
or two” three accommodation
centres in Dublin and one out-
side Dublin are due to be ready
to receive new residents. It is
hoped that these will be able to
take many of the people living
in tents, although more appli-
cants for international protec-
tion continue to arrive every
week.

Separately, accommodat-
ing Ukrainian refugees and
other migrants has become a
lucrative business for some ho-
tel chains, according to figures
sourced by The Irish Times. Al-
most a dozen companies were
paid more than ¤10 million by
the State last year, with one ho-
tel group paid more than
¤80 million for housing mi-
grants.

Tifco, the second largest ho-
tel operator in the country,
which also owns the
TraveLodge hotel chain, was
paid at least ¤80 million in
deals to accommodate asylum
seekers and refugees last year.

The Irish Times analysed
logs of more than 3,500 pay-
ments made by the Depart-
ment of Integration last year,
to identify the highest-paid
providers of accommodation
forasylum seekers and Ukrain-
ian refugees.

The Government has been
under major pressure to ac-
commodate more than
60,000 Ukrainian refugees
who fled to the Republic since
the Russian invasion of

Ukraine last February, as well
as 20,000 asylum seekers
from other countries.

Meanwhile, there is grow-
ing unease within An Garda
Síochána around the policing
of anti-immigration protests,
with members of the force un-
happy a more proactive ap-
proach is not being taken. Sev-
eral Garda sources told The
Irish Times a level of disorder,
meeting the threshold of crimi-
nality, had been in evidence at
many protests for months and
they were concerned the re-
sponse was not more firm.

Makeshiftcamp
Last week, a small group of
homeless foreign nationals
were forced to leave a make-
shift camp they had been liv-
ing in, in tents, in a laneway off
Upper Sandwith St, Dublin 2.
On Friday night, a line of
gardaí stood between anti-im-
migration protesters and an
opposing group who had gath-
ered in support of the refu-
gees. Some time after the
two-hour stand-off had ended,
emergency services were alert-
ed to a fire at the site.

Gardaí are fearful last Fri-
day’s incident may result in
copycat targeting of homeless
asylum seekers living in tents.
Some, however, pointed out
the size and frequency of anti
immigration protests had
been reducing for months and
had never gained significant
traction.

Garda Headquarters said
on Sunday night that “an inves-
tigation will take place in rela-
tion to the criminal damage in-
cident”. That criminal dam-
age involved “wooden materi-
als and pallets” being set
alight in the lane off Sandwith
Street. “No one was present in
the laneway at the time and no
one was injured,” the Garda re-
ply added.
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The number of planning cases
handled by An Bord Pleanála
has fallen by half in the wake of
a year of controversy that left it
hobbled by staff shortages, new
figures show.

Draft data shows that by the

end of March, An Bord Pleanála
had disposed of 366 cases this
year, a 49 per cent reduction on
the 719 cases it dealt with in the
same period in 2022. The plan-
ningbody has said its backlog in-
cludes 27,000 homes awaiting
determination.

In March the number of cas-
es the planning body processed

was 145, down from 300 in the
same month last year. The fig-
ures are contained in internal
performance data compiled by
An Bord Pleanála, which has
not yet been published but has
been shared with the Depart-
ment of Housing.

The data shows that the num-
ber of cases it received in the
year to the end of March was
down slightly – a 14 per cent
drop from 813 to 701.

It comes after the body en-
dured a torrid year in 2022, cul-
minating in the departure of its
chairman Dave Walsh, who

took early retirement last No-
vember.

As the planning body be-
came embroiled in controver-
sy, the rate it dealt with cases
dramatically reversed, includ-
ing its compliance with statuto-
ry targets. The data shows this
continued into early this year
and had significant impact on
the board’s compliance with its
statutory objective of turning
applications around in 18
weeks. In the first three months
of 2022 the board complied
with this goal 44 per cent of the
time – dropping to 33 per cent

for the same period in 2023.
The authority was first en-

gulfed in scandal in April of last
year, when questions emerged
about deputy chairman Paul
Hyde’s personal declarations to
An Bord Pleanála and claims of
conflict of interest.

Mr Hyde resigned in July hav-
ing stepped back from his du-
ties in May, denying any wrong-
doing. He appeared in court
lastmonth on nine counts of fail-
ing to comply with planning
laws.

The situation was compound-
ed by commissioners coming to

the end of their term, many of
whom were not replaced on a
permanent basis. The Govern-
ment recently seconded a
group of civil servants to act as
new board members.

A spokeswoman for An Bord
Pleanála said: “The departure
of board members, including
scheduled departures, sharply
reduced the overall deci-
sion-making capacity at board
level.” From November last
year only four serving board
members were available to
make decisions, the spokes-
woman said.

Sunny spells with isolated
showers. Highest tempera-
tures of 11-14 degrees in
moderate northwest winds.
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