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MUNCIE, Ind. −� Muncie business-
man James Mochal was chosen to take
control of the District 4 seat on the
Delaware County Council after four
ballots in a Republican caucus Thurs-
day night.

Delaware County Clerk Rick Span-
gler attended the caucus and said the

voting started with six
candidates, with the
candidate with the few-
est votes dropping out
of contention after ev-
ery ballot. The winner
must receive more than
50% of the vote, he said.

Sqangler said the
contests were close. The sixth ballot
came down to Mochal and Jacob Case,
a former school board member at Dela-
ware Community Schools. Mochal
won the majority of the voting precinct
offi�cials within the Fourth District, lo-
cated in northern Delaware County.

The 72-year-old Mochal has been
involved in local government, serving
for more than 20 years on the Delaware
County Convention and Tourism Com-
mission, including heading up the
commissions budget and strategic
planning committee. He has also
served as president of the Sports and
Hobby Development Group of Muncie,
the Delaware County Fair Board and
was a member of the organization that
developed the once annual Summer
Heat hot air balloon event in Muncie.

Mochal ran unsuccessfully for Del-
aware County Commissioner, District
2, in the 2016 Republican primary.

See MOCHAL, Page 3A
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State University senior, bought his fi�rst
EpiPen one year ago after he was stung
by a group of yellowjackets. 

As an avid hiker and outdoorsmen,
he didn’t want to chance having an ana-
phylactic reaction like he had then.

“Not only was I swollen outside on
my body, but my throat was starting to
close,” Bierly said. “I had to go to the
doctor, and it was such a minimal level
that they didn’t do anything. … I ended
up getting an EpiPen after that just in
case I got stung again. I didn’t want it to
increase in terms of swelling in the
throat.”

Editor's Note: The following is part of
a class project originally initiated in the
classroom of Ball State University pro-
fessor Adam Kuban in fall 2021. Kuban
continued the project this spring semes-
ter, challenging his students to fi�nd sus-
tainability eff�orts in the Muncie area
and pitch their ideas to Deanna Watson,
editor of The Star Press, Journal & Cou-
rier and Pal-Item. This spring, stories
related to health care will be featured.

MUNCIE, Ind. – Mike Bierly, a Ball

Bierly said he went to the doctor
early, which is why his reaction was at
a “minimal level.”

One year ago, Bierly said a two-pack
of EpiPens cost about $50 for him to
purchase. Now, it could cost around
$650 if he needed a new one.

“I was on my parents’ insurance at
the time, but I’m not anymore,” he
said. “Honestly, it’s scary — I don’t
have $600 to get (another EpiPen). So,
it feels like it’s just these two last-ditch
eff�orts.”

‘It’s sad’
Mike Bierly, a Ball State University senior, poses for a photo on April 20 in Muncie. Bierly said his EpiPens cost about $50
when he fi�rst bought them, but now he would have to pay the full price. MAYA WILKINS/BALL STATE UNIVERSITY

Rising price of EpiPens
worries Indiana students
who need them

See EPIPENS, Page 2A
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MUNCIE, Ind. – A Muncie man was
arrested Thursday on allegations he
fi�red gunshots — reportedly in the direc-
tion of “demons” his girlfriend said were
haunting their eastside home — while in
the presence of two children.

Donald Tyler Brown, 34, was prelimi-
narily charged with two counts each of

criminal recklessness and neglect of a
dependent, and single counts of posses-
sion of meth and possession of para-
phernalia.

The children told Delaware County
sheriff�’s deputies they were recently
visiting their mother at the home she
shared with Brown, along Elliott Acres
Drive, when Brown “confronted” a de-
mon and began fi�ring gunshots in a bed-
room.

The children said they were instruct-

ed to fl�ee the house — which their moth-
er said had been built on an “ancient
burial ground” — through a window. As
they later rode in a vehicle driven by
their mother, the children said, Brown
fi�red additional gunshots out of the car’s
windows.

Delaware County sheriff�’s deputies
reported when Brown was found at the
Elliott Acres Drive property on Thurs-
day, he was carrying a bag of what was
believed to be meth.

Deputies had earlier searched the
home and reported fi�nding a loaded
handgun, spent shell casings and “sev-
eral bullet holes” in the closets and wall
of a bedroom.

Also found were a spoon with “a
white residue” and several plastic bags
containing a “powdery residue.”

Also arrested Thursday was Brown’s
girlfriend, 39-year-old Christina Marie 

Muncie man arrested on recklessness, neglect, meth charges
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