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The results of this May’s primary 
election have been certified.

The Howard County Election 
Board on Thursday dealt with a 
handful of provisional and absentee 
ballots. They did the following:

• Rejected four absentee ballots 
that the county voter registration 
office received after the 6 p.m. May 
2 deadline.

• Rejected one absentee ballot of 
a voter who did not sign the ballot’s 
envelope. Debbie Stewart, Howard 
County Clerk, said that a letter was 
sent to the voter in order for the per-
son to “cure” the ballot, meaning the 
person could correct the error and 
return the letter signed and their 
vote would count. Stewart said her 
office did not receive the letter back 
by the May 10 deadline.

• Voted to accept a ballot submit-
ted on election day that included an 
overvote in the district six Kokomo 
City Council race. An overvote is 
when one votes for more than the 
maximum number of selections 
allowed in a contest. Even though the 
ballot was accepted, the overvote in 
that race will not count as a vote for 
either candidate. Stewart said this 
particular voter left the vote center 
before the machine could read his 
vote and before poll workers could 
offer to give the voter a replacement 
ballot.

Thursday’s action had no material 
effect on primary election candidate 
vote totals, meaning election night 
winners — Dave Capshaw, Crystal 
Summers and Greg Davis — have 
been confirmed.

Tyler Juranovich can be reached at 765-
454-8577, by email at tyler.juranovich@
kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at @
tylerjuranovich.

CARSON GERBER
CNHI STATE REPORTER

For the amount Indiana spends 
on road maintenance, it should have 
better quality interstate pavement.

That’s according to the 27th 
Annual Highway Report published 
by Reason Foundation, a nonpar-
tisan public policy think tank that 
promotes libertarian ideas.

The study rates state highway sys-
tems on cost versus quality using 
data mostly from 2020. 

The report found that Indiana 
ranks third in the nation for the 
amount it costs per mile to do main-
tenance. The state also spends more 
to build and widen existing high-
ways and bridges than 36 other 
states, ranking it in the bottom 

Rough roads ahead

Report: Highway 
conditions poor 

despite big spending
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Our subscribers are special to us: 
• Dean Slate
• Pam Woodhouse 

WEATHER
Scattered showers 
with highs in the 70s. 
Late rain possible.

70 | 53 
Full forecast on A3.
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Shara Enyeart, a media specialist 
at Sugar Creek Consolidated Ele-
mentary in Vigo County, has serious 
concerns about new state legisla-
tion that could make it easier to ban 
books from public school libraries.

Parents or community members 
could request that materials they 
view as “obscene” or “harmful to 
minors” be removed.

Also under HEA 1447, school 

librarians and other educators could 
be punished with felonies for having/
providing such books.

Vigo County schools, and most 
other districts, have procedures in 
place for parents and community 

members to challenge books. HEA 
1447 “adds a legality … a punitive 
aspect that seems very overwhelm-

ing,” Enyeart said.
She has fears that a parent who is 

mad at her may use it as a “vengeance 
tool” and get her into legal trouble.

Teachers with classroom librar-
ies could also face consequences. “I 
think it’s definitely a concern,” she 
said.

The new law requires schools to 
publish their library catalogues 
online, create a process in which 
community members can request 

Educators concerned about ‘book banning’ bill’s impacts

CNHI News Indiana

As the heat rises up from the roadway behind them, workers from Signal Construction Inc. of Greenfi eld go about their job at the 
intersection of County Road 500 East and Old State Road 67 in Chesterfi eld in this fi le photo. The temperature reached the mid-90s on that 
day in June 2022, with the heat index hitting triple digits.
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See BILL  on A3

How good are Indiana’s road? This chart provided by INDOT’s 2022 Transportation Asset 
Management Plan breaks it down.See ROADS  on A3
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