
2-YEAR TERM

K’taka DGP 
Praveen Sood 
appointed next 
CBI director
B A L A  C H A U H A N  @ Bengaluru

KARNATAKA DGP Praveen 
Sood is the next director of  the 
Central Bureau of  Investiga-
tion. The Department of  Per-
sonnel & Training on Sunday 
issued the order confirming his 
appointment as CBI director 
for a period of  two years.

Sood will take charge on May 
25 when incumbent Subodh Ku-
mar Jaiswal’s term ends. On 
receiving the order, Sood told 
TNIE that he remains commit-
ted to the logo of  the CBI, In-
dia’s premier investigating 

agency, on 
industry, im-
p a r t i a l i t y 
and integri-
ty. He refused 
to comment 
further.

His name 
was finalised 
on Saturday 
by the three-

member appointment commit-
tee comprising Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Chief  Justice 
D Y Chandrachud and Leader 
of  the Opposition (Congress) in 
the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury. Soon after, the Ap-
pointments Committee of  the 
Cabinet approved his appoint-
ment based on the panel’s 
recommendation. 

Sudhir Saxena (Madhya 
Pradesh DGP) and Taj Hassan 
(DG, Fire Services, Civil De-
fence and Home Guards, New 
Delhi) were also considered.

Hailing from Himachal 
Pradesh, Sood is a 1986-batch 
Indian Police Service officer of  
the Karnataka cadre. 

Sood was appointed DG&IGP, 
Karnataka on February 1, 2020 
and was due for superannua-
tion in May, 2024. 

Being an alumnus of  IIT-Del-
hi and IIM Bangalore, he is 
known to incorporate technol-
ogy in old school policing to 
make it more effective in han-
dling new age crimes, law and 
order challenges and rendering 
easy access to police services 
for the common man. 

Secret ballot of MLAs 
to pick next K’taka CM
High command authorised to take call; DKS, Siddu to lobby in Delhi

D E V A R A J  B  H I R E H A L L I  @ Bengaluru

A day after the Congress regis-
tered a thumping victory at the 
Karnataka polls with 135 seats 
in the 224-member House, the 
Congress Legislature Party on 
Sunday evening unanimously 
resolved to authorise AICC 
president Mallikarjun Kharge 
to appoint the new chief  minis-
ter. Senior leaders Siddaramai-
ah and D K Shivakumar are the 
main contenders. 

The AICC chief, who flew to 
New Delhi on Sunday morning, 
deputed former Maharashtra 
CM Sushil Kumar Shinde, 
AICC general secretary Jiten-
dra Singh and ex-AICC general 
secretary Deepak Babaria as 
observers for the election of  
CLP leader of  Karnataka.

As Siddaramaiah and Shiva-
kumar camps held their ground 
demanding that their respec-
tive leaders be made the CM, 
the three observers, along with 
AICC general secretaries Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala and K C 
Venugopal, held separate dis-
cussions with the two leaders 
for about 30 minutes. 

Sources privy to the CLP 
meeting said Shivakumar 

wanted the party high com-
mand to decide the CM, while 
Siddaramaiah insisted on go-
ing by the opinion of  the MLAs 
and getting that approved by 
the party leadership. 

Siddaramaiah later moved a 
resolution authorising the 
AICC president to appoint the 
new CLP leader. The resolution 
was supported by Shivakumar 
and all the newly-elected MLAs, 
and CLP unanimously resolved 
to authorise Kharge to appoint 
the new chief  minister.

All the 135 newly elected Con-
gress MLAs were asked to vote 
their choice of  chief  ministe-
rial candidate through a secret 
ballot late in the night. 

The voting was in progress 
when this paper went to press.

The three observers will sub-
mit a consolidated report along 
with the results of  the secret 
ballot to Kharge on Monday. A 
final decision is expected to be 
taken after the high command 
studies the report and MLAs’ 
votes before holding talks with 
both the CM contenders.

Earlier in the day, Siddara-
maiah met Kharge before the 
latter left for New Delhi, and 
conveyed a clear message that 
he was a strong contender for 
the CM’s post. 

Shivakumar, a strong Vokka-
liga leader, went on a temple 
run as he met two Veerashaiva 
Lingayat community religious 
heads at Kadasiddeshwara 
Mutt and Siddaganga Mutt in 
Tumakuru district.
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Praveen Sood

Pak beefs up Creek infra; India’s work stalled
M A Y A N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

WHILE Pakistan’s Marines are 
busy strengthening their de-
fences and associated infra-
structure in the strategically 
important Sir Creek area of  
Gujarat, the Border Security 
Force (BSF) has put its con-
struction activities on hold 
since February last. Tensions 
between the forces of  the two 
countries across the Creek 
haven’t been dialled down yet.

“A 64-men barrack is under 
construction at Pak marine 
post Rah-de-pir. This is in addi-
tion to the Pakistan Marines 
deploying a tent post opposite 
G-pillar 22,” a source said.

The Pakistan side is also de-

ploying Quadcopters to moni-
tor activities of  the BSF and is 
using civilian boats to trans-
port construction material 
from Shahbhandar to Rah-de-
Pir for strengthening their de-
fences, added sources. 

In contrast, “while Maurya 
Bet (earlier term Samudra Bet) 
is held by the BSF, construction 
has been stopped since Febru-
ary,” they said. 

As first reported by this 
newspaper, tension had been 
brewing since February in Sir 
Creek following Pakistan’s ag-
gressive posturing. In response, 
the BSF deployed resources in 
commensurate strength. 

It all began as BSF troops on 
the ground were working on 

improving their habitat to 
which the Pakistan Marines 
objected and later mobilised 
their resources. 

The Pakistani Marines not 
only objected but also mobi-
lised their fast attack crafts and 
boats aggressively. During the 
incident, “local commanders 
responded befittingly and mo-
bilised their matching resourc-
es,” sources said. 

There have been proposals to 
beef  up the BSF’s operational 
capabilities in the area. The 
Union home ministry had ap-
proved `50 crore for building 
eight multi-storeyed bunkers-
cum-observation posts to ward 
off  the infiltration of  Pakistani 
fishermen and fishing boats.

FILE PICTURE

Border yet to be 
demarcated in area
The Sir Creek is a 98 km long 
narrow strip between the 
two countries in the marshy 
areas of Rann of Kutch. It 
opens up into the Arabian 
Sea and is inhospitable. The 
Indo-Pak border in Sir Creek 
is yet to be demarcated

The defence ministry has approved a fresh list 
of 928 components and subsystems, which will 
now be procured only from the domestic industry

FOREIGN PURCHASES TO END BY DEC 2028
■ The defence ministry has set specific timelines for import ban of the 

items, spanning the period from December 2023 to December 2028
■ This list is in continuation to the three similar PILs that were brought out 

in December 2021, March 2022 and August 2022. “These lists contain 
2,500 items which are already indigenised,” the ministry said | P7

FOURTH POSITIVE INDIGENISATION LIST
It is the fourth such “positive indigenisation list (PIL)” comprising line 
replacement units, sub-systems and components used for various military 
platforms, equipment and weapons. The defence ministry said on Sunday 
that the move is in sync with the Central government’s overall aim to 
promote Aatmanirbharta (self-reliance) in defence production

PHASED IMPORT BAN ON 928 DEFENCE 
ITEMS TO PUSH ‘AATMANIRBHARTA’ `715 cr

THE IMPORT SUBSTITUTION VALUE OF THE 
ITEMS INCLUDED IN THE NEW LIST

REPRESENTATIVE PICTURE

Summoned Manipur 
CM arrives in Delhi, 
to meet Shah, Nadda
P R A S A N T A  M A Z U M D A R  @ Guwahati

Manipur Chief  Minister N Biren Singh on sunday 
landed in New Delhi after being summoned by the 
BJP’s central leadership for consultations. Ministers 
Thongam Biswajit Singh, Govindas Konthoujam, Y 
Khemchand, Th Basantakumar and BJP state presi-
dent A Sharda Devi accompanied him. 

They are likely to meet Union home minister Amit 
Shah and the BJP national president J P Nadda. This 

would be their first meeting since 
ethnic clashes between Meiteis 
and Kukis broke out in Manipur 
on May 3. The unrest was against 
a proposal to include Meiteis — 
the state’s largest community — in 
the Scheduled Tribes list.

The BJP’s central leadership de-
layed the meeting with Singh in 
view of  the Karnataka elections.

The trip also comes in the wake 
of  the Kukis raising their pitch for 
statehood. Several Kuki leaders 
came together at a consultative 
meeting held in Kuki-majority 
Churachandpur on Saturday and 
demanded a separate state or a Un-
ion Territory status.

Two days ago, all 10 Kuki MLAs, 
including eight from the ruling BJP, had demanded 
a ‘separate administration’ for the Kukis. They said 
the “unabated violence” against the Chin-Kuki-Mizo-
Zomi hill tribals has already partitioned the state. 
“We endorse our people’s political aspiration of  sep-
aration from Manipur. We have decided to hold con-
sultations at the earliest regarding the next steps,” a 
statement, jointly signed by the MLAs, said.

Internet still 
suspended
Curfew continued 
in some districts, 
with relaxation. 
Internet services 
remained 
suspended. 
Among those 
rescued by 
defence forces 
were 45 visually 
impaired 
students along 
with their 
support staff

Cong leader D K Shivakumar ’s supporters perform ‘abhishek’ on his poster outside 
the venue of the Congress Legislature Party meeting in Bengaluru on Sunday |  PTI

TN to launch 
Aavin water 
bottles within 
two months
B  A N B U S E L V A N  @ Chennai

AAVIN, the Tamilnadu co-op-
erative milk producers federa-
tion (TCMPF), is set to begin 
selling mineral water bottles 
at affordable prices in the next 
two months. It will be second 
bottled water brand intro-
duced by the TN government. 

On September 15, 2013, un-
der the then AIADMK regime, 
the transport department 
launched the Amma mineral 
water brand, which sold 1 litre 
of  bottled water for `10. How-
ever, sale of  Amma water bot-
tles was discontinued in 2021 
as the sole production plant 
located in Gummidipundi 
malfunctioned due to deple-
tion of  groundwater. 

Now, to boost revenue, Aavin 
has decided to package and 
sell 500 ml and 1000 ml water 
bottles under its brand. Offi-
cials said the move is aimed at 
generating income without 
raising the price of  milk. 

“Amma water bottles were 
exclusively sold at bus stands 
and during bus travel. The 
Aavin water bottle will be sold 
through all Aavin outlets, in-
cluding at bus stands,” said an 
official from Aavin. P5

HOOCH TRAGEDY 
LEAVES 10 DEAD

IN 3 TN VILLAGES
B A G A L A V A N  P E R I E R  B  & 
G A U T H A M  S E LV A R A J A N 
@ Villupuram/Chennai

TEN people, including a sep-
tuagenarian woman, have 
lost their lives in Marakkan-
am and Madurantakam al-
legedly after consuming 
hooch. While six persons 
died at Marakkanam, four 
passed away at Maduran-
takam. In the aftermath of  
the tragedy, seven police per-
sonnel in Villu-
puram and Chengal-
pattu districts were 
suspended on Sun-
day. Police are prob-
ing if  the two inci-
dents are related.  

Sources in Mar-
akkanam, in Villu-
puram district, said 
close to 80 residents 
of  the Ekkiyarkup-
pam fishing hamlet 
h a d  c o n s u m e d 
hooch sold in the lo-
cality over the past 
few days. Several of  
them took ill on Saturday 
and at least 20 villagers were 
a d m i t t e d  a t  n e a r b y 
hospitals. 

While P Suresh (48) and S 
Sankar (59) died at Pon-
dicherry Institute of  Medi-
cal Sciences and JIPMER, 
respectively on Saturday 
night, G Daranivel (55) 
passed away at JIPMER in 
the early hours of  Sunday. 
On Sunday evening, D Ra-
jamorthy (60) and Malarvizhi 
(70) died at Government Vil-

lupuram Medical College 
hospital in Mundiampakkam 
and Mannangkatti (50) died 
at Tindivanam Government 
Hospital. 

According to the family of  
Suresh, he had felt uneasy 
since Friday evening when 
he consumed the liquor and 
did not eat anything. On Sat-
urday evening, he fainted 
and was rushed to the GH at 
Marakkanam before being 
shifted to PIMS. Daranivel’s 

wife, Muniamma, 
who is inconsolable, 
said he had been at 
the hospital for eye 
treatment and had 
returned home Sat-
urday afternoon. He 
w e n t  o u t  t h a t 
evening to meet 
friends but immedi-
ately returned, sup-
ported by a villager, 
saying he could not 
see. Soon after, he 
complained of  pain 
all over his body and 
was rushed to the 

hospital. 
Police sources said their 

inquiry led to the discovery 
that hooch from Puducherry 
was being smuggled into the 
locality. Marakkanam police 
have filed a case and arrested 
V Amaran (28) of  Marakkan-
am and are searching for 
four of  his associates, name-
ly Muthu (31), Arumugam 
(42), Mannankatti (50), and 
Ravi(50). Police are awaiting 
the autopsy reports to ascer-
tain the cause of  death.  P4

The grieving relatives of one of the deceased from Ekkiyarkuppam near 
Marakkanam on Sunday |  SRIRAM R

Industrial 
spirits 

consumed?
Police said they 
suspect the four 
people killed in 
Madurantakam 
had consumed 

industrial spirits. 
They hailed from 

neighbouring 
villages and 
bought the 

hooch from the 
same person.


