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COUNTER POINT

MMaaxx:: 39.7OC
MMiinn:: 26.3OC 
RRHH:: 21%
RRaaiinnffaallll:: Nil

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Partly cloudy
sky. Max/Min temp.

40/27ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Shobhakrut: Uttarayana

Tithi: Vaishakha Bahula Ekadasi
till 1.04 am (Tuesday)

Star: Purvabhadra till 9.08 am
Varjyam: 6.23 pm to 7.55 pm

Durmuhurtam: 12.38 pm to 1.29
pm; 3.12 pm to 4.03 pm

Rahukalam: 7.30 am to 9 am
HIJRI CALENDAR

Shawwal 24,1444 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 4.37 am
Zohar: 12.22 pm

Asar: 4.42 pm
Maghrib: 6.46 pm

Isha: 8.00 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.40 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.44 AM
MOONRISE TODAY 2.36 PM
MOONSET TODAY 2.48 AM

India test-fires
BrahMos missile

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile

was successfully test-fired
from the Indian Navy's

frontline guided missile
destroyer INS Mormugao,

officials said on Sunday.
The missile firing demon-
strated the Indian Navy's

firepower at sea, they said.
“INS Mormugao, the latest
guided-missile destroyer,
successfully hit 'bulls eye'

during her maiden BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile fir-

ing,” a Navy official said.

Cyclone Mocha
hits Myanmar

KKyyaauukkttaaww::  Cyclone Mocha
crashed through Myanmar

and southeastern
Bangladesh on Sunday,

sparing sprawling refugee
camps but bringing a storm
surge to swathes of western

Myanmar where communi-
cations were cut off.
Mocha made landfall

between Cox’s Bazar in
Bangladesh and Myanmar’s
Sittwe packing winds of up
to 195 kmph, in the biggest

storm to hit the Bay of
Bengal in over a decade.

■■ Reports oon PPage 99, 111

Govt okays list of
local def. products

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The defence
ministry has approved a
fresh list of 928 compo-

nents and subsystems
which will only be procured
from the domestic industry
after a ban on their import
kicks in under a staggered

time-line of around five-
and-half years. The ministry

on Sunday said the aim of
the move is in sync with the
government’s overall aim to

promote ‘Atmanirbharta’
(self-reliance) in defence

production. It is the fourth
such “positive indigenisa-
tion list (PIL)” comprising

components for various mil-
itary equipment and

weapons.

■■ Full rreport oon PPage 99
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Cong. MLAs authorise
Kharge to pick next CM
Party chief to consult Gandhis; top brass keen on early swearing in
ASHHAR KKHAN || DDC
NEW DELHI, BENGALURU,
MAY 14

The newly-elected
Congress MLAs in
Karnataka, who met in
Bengaluru on Sunday
evening, unanimously
authorised Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
to choose the state’s next
Chief Minister. 

As per long-standing
party tradition, the
Congress Legislature
Party left the crucial deci-
sion on its new leader to
the high command. In its
first resolution, the CLP
also pledged to honour the
five guarantees the party
had given during its cam-
paign.  It also thanked
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
for their campaigning in
the state. The meeting was
attended by all the newly-
elected MLAs.  AICC gen-
eral secretary Randeep
Singh Surjewala was pre-
sent.  Sushil Kumar
Shinde, Deepak Babaria
and Jitendra Singh Alwar,
who were sent as the AICC
observers, were also at the
meeting. They will be
ascertaining the views of
the MLAs before giving a
comprehensive report to
the high command.

Before the meeting could
begin, senior party leaders
were in a huddle. AICC
general secretary (organi-
sation) K.C. Venugopal and
the party’s communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
were also present.

Kharge, meanwhile,
returned to New Delhi on
Sunday and is expected to
consult the Gandhis about
the developments in
Karnataka. Insiders say
the high command is keen
to ensure that the swear-
ing-in ceremony is held in

the coming week, possibly
on Thursday, May 18.
Speaking to reporters on
his arrival in Delhi, he said
the observers have been
sent to Karnataka and they

will be giving a report soon
to the high command.

Karnataka PCC chief
D.K. Shivakumar and for-
mer chief minister
Siddaramaiah have both

been vocal on their aspira-
tion for the top post, rais-
ing fears of an unpleasant
stand-off within the party
if the matter isn’t resolved
swiftly. 

Karnataka Congress leaders attend the Congress
Legislature Party meeting in Bengaluru on Sunday. — PTI

Bommai rejects Cong. claim
it was Modi’s loss in K’taka

Foxconn’s Hyd unit
work begins today
DC CCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 14

Telangana state will scr-
pit a new historical chap-
ter in the industrial sector
on Monday, with
Taiwanese multinational
electronics giant Foxconn
beginning its works on
setting up its 
manufacturing facility in 
Kongara Kalan on the
city’s outskirts with an
investment of nearly
`3,500 crore. 

IT minister K.T. Rama
Rao and Foxconn officials
will take part in the
ground-breaking ceremo-
ny on Monday and formal-
ly launch the construction
works of the manufactur-
ing plant. 

The state government
has allotted 196 acres to
Foxconn in Kongarakalan
adjacent to Ranga Reddy
Collectorate. Officials of

the industries depart-
ment, TS Industrial
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Corporation (TSIIC) man-
aging director E.V.
Narasimha Reddy and
officials from Foxconn
made all the arrange-
ments for the ground-
breaking ceremony. 

Foxconn chairman
Young Liu and his team
met Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao and
industries minister K.T.
Rama Rao at Pragathi
Bhavan on March 2. 

After the meeting, the
Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) issued a press
release stating that
Foxconn will set up an
electronic manufacturing
facility in Telangana that
would generate one lakh
jobs in 10 years. 

■■ Page 33: FFoxconn hhad
signed aagreement wwith CCM 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI, BENGALURU,
MAY 14

The BJP on Sunday
claimed that it contested
the just concluded
Assembly elections in
Karnataka on the develop-
ment agenda of the “dou-
ble engine government”
and not the Hindutva
agenda. The saffron party,
which witnessed a crush-
ing defeat in the state,
blamed the Congress and
its manifesto for polaris-

ing the people. The party
also asserted that it will do
a detailed analysis, con-
stituency-wise, to find out
the reasons for the poll
debacle.

In the May 10 elections to
the 224-member Assembly,
the Congress bagged 135
seats, while the ruling BJP
and the former Prime
Minister H.D. Deve
Gowda-led Janata Dal(S)
secured 66 and 19, respec-
tively. 

Rejecting the Congress’
claim that it was Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

defeat, outgoing CM
Basavaraj Bommai said
multiple factors have con-
tributed to the party's poor
performance and they will
all be analysed. A meeting
of all newly-elected mem-
bers and candidates will
be held soon in this
regard.

Some BJP leaders,
including Bommai, met
under the leadership of
state BJP president Nalin
Kumar Kateel at the party
headquarters in
Bengaluru on Sunday and
held discussions.

BRS to focus on state,
national plans on hold
L. VVENKAT RRAM 
REDDY || DDC
HYDERABAD, MAY 14

The Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) leadership,
which has been focusing
on national politics and
expanding the party to
other states since October
last year, has decided to go
slow with its plans. It will
now pay attention to the
Assembly elections in
Telangana state after the
Congress won Karnataka
elections decisively.

Though BRS working
president and minister
K.T. Rama Rao claimed
that the Karnataka elec-
tion results will not have
any bearing on Telangana,
the overwhelming victory
of Congress in Karnataka

appears to have compelled
the BRS to don its thinking
cap with regard to its strat-
egy in Telangana.  

Assembly elections in the
state are scheduled to take
place by December.

BRS sources said the
party leadership now
wants to focus on retaining
power for a third term in
the state. While the BRS
leadership seeks to solely

focus on Maharashtra for
the time being and contest
local body elections there,
it also wants to prevent
disgruntled BRS leaders
from defecting to the
Congress and stop its rise
in Telangana state after
the spectacular victory in
Karnataka.

■■ Page 33: BBRS tto ppin ffocus
on KK’taka bborder aareas

RACHEL DDAMMALA || DDC
HYDERABAD, MAY 14

Students from Hyderabad
did well in the Council for
the Indian School
Certificate Examinations
(CISCE) results for both
Class 12 (ISC) and Class 10
(ICSE) that were
announced on Sunday.

Many schools achieved a
pass percentage of 100,
with toppers celebrating
almost-perfect scores in
most subjects, especially
languages, mathematics
and science.

Sarthak Lamba, an ICSE
topper from the city scored
a staggering 99 per cent

and his family is over the
moon with his perfor-
mance. He scored 100 in
every subject, except
English and general sci-
ence, losing one mark.

Lamba, who was confi-
dent of doing well, says he,
however, did not expect to
score 99 per cent. “This
was unexpected but great
news. Mathematics has
always been my first love
and I guess it will continue
to be. I’ve taken up math,
physics and chemistry for
the next two years and I
aspire to be an aeronauti-
cal engineer someday, but
it might change along the
way too, so we'll wait and

see,” Lamba said.
Lamba said he studied

not for more than two
hours a day, and he is also
pursuing Grade-4 piano
from Trinity College in

London. He is also an avid
tennis enthusiast and is
undergoing training in it.

Siri Chandana, who
scored 98 per cent on her
boards, also called for bal-

ance in life. She said she
plays badminton and is a
dancer. 

“While I’m someone who
believes in balance
between exams and
extracurriculars, I’m glad I
was able to find time
between them all. I did
work towards getting such
a score and it’s humbling
to have achieved it,” she
said. An analysis of the
results showed that the
southern and western
states fared better than
other parts of the country,
with western states logging
a 99.81 pass percentage in
ICSE results, followed by
southern states, at 99.69. In

ISC results, southern
states topped with a 99.2
pass percentage. The high-
est scores in the exams
were 99.75 per cent in ICSE
and 99.80 per cent in ISC.

The data also showed that
girls outdid boys, register-
ing pass percentages of
99.21, against boys’ 98.71,
for Class 10 and 98.01 per
cent, against boys’ 95.96
per cent for Class 12.

This was despite fewer
girls having appeared for
the board exams, 53.92 per
cent of the candidates were
boys.

■■ Page 22: RRechecking 
window oopen ttill MMay 221

City students fare well in ICSE, ISC exams
Many schools get full pass percentage; southern, western states perform wellPOSITIVE || RESULTS

NARENDER 
PULLOOR || DDC
HYDERABAD, KARIMNAGAR,
MAY 14

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma stat-
ed that Telangana state
will get rid of “Razakar
Rajya” and replaced with
“Rama Rajya” following
the BJP’s victory in the
state’s upcoming Assembly
elections led by party state
president Bandi Sanjay
Kumar.

After arriving at
Begumpet airport, Biswa
flew to Karimnagar by heli-
copter to take part as the
chief guest in the ‘Hindu

Ekta Yatra’, held in
Karimnagar on Sunday
evening. A large number of
BJP activists attended the
‘Hindu Ekta Rally’, carry-
ing saffron flags and rais-
ing ‘Bharat Matha Ki Jai’
slogans. 

The rally, attended by
Biswa and Sanjay Kumar,
meandered through the
main streets in
Karimnagar town.

Addressing the gathering
during the ‘Hindu Ekta
Rally’, Biswa said, “I will
pray to Goddess Kama-
khya in Assam to bless the
people of Telangana state
and bring the BJP govern-
ment in the next Assembly

elections.”
Further, with the sim-

mering controversy over
the film The Kerala Story,
he said that there is plenty
of evidence to indicate that
“love jihad” was real and
that several people in his
state were victims of “love
jihad”. 

“There are numerous
women who fall into the
trap of love jihad,” he
added. The Assam govern-
ment, he said, has closed
6,000 madrasas and is plan-
ning to close another 1,000
by next year. 

■■ Page 33: BBRS, MMIM ttied uup
for vvote-bbank ppolitics: Sarma

TS BJP chief Bandi Sanjay Kumar places a turban on the
head of Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma during the
meet in Karimnagar. — YELABAKA RADHAKRISHNA

KARNATAKA DGP
SOOD IS NEW 
CBI DIRECTOR

SYSTEM TO TRACK,
BLOCK STOLEN
MOBILES SOON
New Delhi, May 14:
People will be able to
block and track their lost
or stolen mobile phones
across India with the
rollout of a tracking sys-
tem by the government
this week, a senior gov-
ernment official said.

Technology develop-
ment body Centre for
Department of Telem-
atics (CDoT) has been
running the pilot of the
CEIR system in some of
the telecom circles,
including Delhi, Mahar-
ashtra, Karnataka, and
North East region, and
the system is now ready
for pan-India deploy-
ment, a DoT official said
on the condition of
anonymity.

“CEIR system is sched-
uled for pan-India launch
on May 17,” the official
said. When contacted,
chief executive officer
and CDoT project board
chairman Rajkumar
Upadhyay did not con-
firm the date but con-
firmed that the technolo-
gy is ready for pan-India
deployment.

“The system is ready
and now it will be
deployed across India in
this quarter. This will
enable people to block
and track their lost
mobile phones,”
Upadhyay said.

CDoT has been able to
add features to check the
use of cloned mobile
phones across all tele-
com networks. — PTI

AMRESH 
SRIVASTAVA || DDC
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

The government on
Sunday appointed
Karnataka director-gen-
eral of police Praveen
Sood as the next director
of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

An IPS officer of the
1986 batch of the
Karnataka cadre, 59-
year-old Sood has been
appointed to the post for
a period of two years
from the date of taking
charge after Subodh
Kumar Jaiswal com-
pletes his tenure on May
25, according to the gov-
ernment order issued by
the department of per-
sonnel and training
(DoPT).

Sood’s name was
cleared on Saturday in a
meeting of a high-pow-
ered committee compris-
ing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chief
Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud and the
Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury. 

Chowdhury, a Cong-
ress leader, had reported-
ly given a dissent note on
the selection of Sood as
the next CBI director.
However, there was no
official word on it.

Praveen SSood

IN BRIEF

● BRS sources say the party wants to 
focus on retaining power for a third term 
in the state.

● ALTHOUGH the BRS leadership wants to
focus on Maharashtra for now and contest
local body elections there, it also wants
to stop BRS leaders from defecting
to the Congress and stop the
party’s rise in Telangana state.

Sarthak LLamba Siri CChandana

BJP will bring Rama Rajya to TS: Sarma

● THE CCONGRESS
Legislature Party
leaves the crucial
decision on picking
the new leader to the
high command, as
per tradition.

● CLP TTHANKS party
chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, leaders Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra for
campaigning in
Karnataka.

● CONGRESS high
command keen on
holding swearing-in
ceremony within this
week, possibly on
Thursday.

● KHARGE, who reached
New Delhi on Sunday, said
observers have been sent to
Karnataka and will report to
the high command.

● WHILE insiders say former
CM Siddaramaiah is the
frontrunner for the CM’s
post, PCC chief D.K. Shiva-
kumar is not giving up easily.


