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SAMYA KULLAB 
Associated Press 

POTIOMKYNE, Ukraine — A 
grassy lane rutted with tire tracks 
leads to Volodymyr Zaiets’ farm 
in southern Ukraine. He is care-
ful, driving only within those 
shallow grooves — veering away 
might cost him his life in the fi eld 
dotted with explosive mines. 

Weeds grow tall where rows of 
sunfl owers once bloomed. Zai-
ets’ land hasn’t been touched 
since the fall of 2021, when it 
was last seeded with wheat. Now, 
it’s a minefi eld left by retreating 
Russian forces.

Zaiets eschewed o�  cial warn-
ings and demined this patch of 
land himself, determined not to 
lose the year’s harvest. He ex-
pects that 15% of his 4,000 acres 
of farmland was salvaged.

Workers like Victor Kostiuk 
still spot mines, but he’s ready 
to start the tractor.

“We have to do it,” he said. 
“Why be afraid?” 

Across Ukraine, the war has 
forced grain growers into a vi-
cious dilemma. Farmers in areas 
now free from Russian occupa-
tion must decide if it’s worth 
risking their lives to strip land 
of explosives before the critical 
spring planting season.

They have soaring production 
and transportation costs caused 
by Russia’s blockade of many 
Black Sea ports, and several 
neighboring European countries 
imposed import restrictions on 
Ukrainian grain to prevent a glut.

The dual crisis is causing many 
farmers to cut back on sowing 
crops. Bottlenecks in shipping 
grain by land and sea are creat-
ing losses, with expectations of 
a 20% to 30% reduction in grain 
output, poorer quality crops and 
potentially thousands of bank-
ruptcies next year, according 

to industry insiders, Ukrainian 
government o�  cials and inter-
national organizations. 

The “drastic reduction” of 
grain crops potentially threatens 
global food security, said Pierre 
Vauthier, head of the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organization in 
Ukraine. “That is the main thing 
everybody eats. So that’s why it 
is a big concern.”

More than a year since Russia’s 
invasion, the Ukrainian agricul-
ture industry is starting to see 
the full impact on what’s been 
dubbed “the breadbasket of the 
world,” whose a� ordable sup-
plies of wheat, barley and sun-
fl ower oil are crucial to Africa, 
the Middle East and parts of Asia 
where people are going hungry.

The FAO says 90% of agri-
cultural businesses lost revenue 
and 12% reported lands contam-
inated with mines. Land planted 
with grain dropped last year to 

28.6 million acres from around 
40 million acres in 2021. That’s 
expected to fall to 25.2 million 
acres this year.

In the southern Kherson prov-
ince, between the threat of mis-
siles from the sky and mines on 
the ground, farmers make the 
same, often tragic, calculation: 
Take the risk and plant or lose 
their livelihoods.

The region is among the high-
est wheat-producing areas in 
Ukraine and the most heavily 
mined. Demining services are 
overstretched, with infrastruc-
ture and civilian homes priori-
tized over farms.

But growers can’t wait: April 
and May are key planting months 
for corn, the autumn months for 
wheat. Many are switching to 
planting oil seeds that are less 
costly.

RISKY FARMING
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A Ukrainian prototype anti-mine tractor designed to exploit mines in farm fi elds is shown to reporters April 26 in Kryvyi Rih.
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CHICAGO — After a retinal 
disease left him legally blind, 
architect John Gleichman was 
struck by a taxicab while walk-
ing home near Chicago’s Lincoln 
Park Zoo — at the same intersec-
tion where a 4-year-old girl was 
killed by a hit-and-run driver 
years earlier.

Although Maya Hirsch’s 
death in 2006 ignited a citywide 
crusade for pedestrian safety 
improvements, almost all the 
electronic upgrades since then 
have been for people who can 

see. Nearly 3,000 Chicago in-
tersections are now equipped 
with visual crossing signals, yet 
fewer than three dozen include 
audible cues.

A federal judge ruled in March 
that such disparity in the na-
tion’s third-largest city violates 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, a second landmark victory 
for blind residents who chal-
lenged the accessibility of a ma-
jor city’s signalized crosswalks.

“Every time I go out to go 
downtown for a meeting, I have 
to think I could get hit today and 
not make it home,” said Gleich-

man, 65, who has been struck by 
vehicles four times while navi-
gating the city with his white 
cane since being diagnosed as 
legally blind in 2005. He con-
siders himself fortunate to have 
escaped serious injury. 

Future court proceedings 
could decide how many audible 
crossing signals Chicago must 
install, but a similar case in 
New York City suggests it could 
be substantial. A federal judge 
there appointed an independent 
monitor and in December 2021 

Blind walkers win safer road crossings
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From left, Maureen Reid and her guide dog, Gaston, cross an intersection 
April 26 with Sandy Murillo and Geovanni Bahena, relying on an audible 
signal for the blind in Chicago.

VANESSA ARREDONDO
Los Angeles Times 

Fentanyl-related deaths 
among children increased more 
than 30-fold between 2013 and 
2021, illustrating the opioid cri-
sis’ unrelenting impact across 
the United States, according to 
a study by the Yale School of 
Medicine.

Between 1999 and 2021, 37.5% 
of all fatal pediatric opioid poi-
sonings were caused by fentanyl, 
according to the study published 
Monday in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 
The drug is now the primary 
agent noted in the pediatric opi-
oid crisis, said Julie Gaither, the 
study’s author and an assistant 
professor of pediatrics and epi-
demiology at Yale. 

The study tracked data for 
more than two decades of opi-
oid deaths among people under 
20 and found that almost 5,194 
children and teens have died 
from fentanyl.

In 2021, nearly 70,000 U.S. 
adults fatally overdosed on fen-
tanyl, the biggest spike in over-
dose deaths in the country’s his-
tory. That same year, there were 
1,557 pediatric deaths from fen-
tanyl, and more than 40 infants 
and 93 children between the ages 
of 1 and 4 died because of the 
opioid, according to the study.

“No child should be dying 
from an opioid,” Gaither said. “It 
is not just a crisis that is a� ecting 
the adult population. It is some-
thing that’s a� ecting everyone in 
this country, the most vulnera-
ble, even infants.”

Using county data from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Gaither found that 
in 1999, 5% of the 175 reported 
opioid deaths in children were 
from fentanyl. By 2021, it had in-
creased to 94%, with 1,557 of the 
1,657 opioid deaths attributed to 
the drug. 
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