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QUARTZ SLABS, NATURAL STONE SLABS, PORCELAIN SLABS, PORCELAIN AND CERAMIC TILE, GLASS TILE, 
NATURAL STONE TILE, LATICRETE MATERIALS, AND MORE

HONOLULU
2865 Koapaka Street, Honolulu, HI 96819
Ph: (808) 840-8855 | Fax: (808) 840-8858

KAILUA-KONA
73-4076 Hulikoa Drive, Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Ph: (808) 329-8855 | Fax: (808) 329-5585

www.tilewarehousehawaii.com

PFI
Rubbish Service

P F I Locally Owned
since 1979

Let us make 
your rubbish 
disappear!

PFI
Rubbish Service

PFIrubbish.com
808-329-3440

Residential 
Curbside Service

Honaunau to Kohala
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TINY CARS
Bolivian EV startup 
hopes they’ll be big 
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CELTICS 
BEAT 76ERS 
112-88
Tatum sets record 
with 51 points
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Political 
peril for 

2024
AI PRESENTS THREAT 
TO MISLEAD VOTERS

WASHINGTON — 
Computer engineers and 
tech-inclined political sci-
entists have warned for 
years that cheap, powerful 
artificial intelligence tools 
would soon allow anyone 
to create fake images, 
video and audio that was 
realistic enough to fool 
voters and perhaps sway 
an election.

The synthetic images 
that emerged were often 
crude, unconvincing and 
costly to produce, espe-
cially when other kinds of 
misinformation were so 
inexpensive and easy to 
spread on social media. 
The threat posed by AI 
and so-called deepfakes 
always seemed a year or 
two away.

No more.
Sophisticated genera-

tive AI tools can now cre-
ate cloned human voices 
and hyper-realistic imag-
es, videos and audio in 
seconds, at minimal cost. 
When strapped to pow-
erful social media algo-
rithms, this fake and dig-
itally created content can 
spread far and fast and 
target highly specific audi-
ences, potentially taking 
campaign dirty tricks to a 
new low.

The implications for 
the 2024 campaigns and 

elections are as large 
as they are troubling: 
Generative AI can not 
only rapidly produce tar-
geted campaign emails, 
texts or videos, it also 
could be used to mislead 
voters, impersonate can-
didates and undermine 
elections 
on a scale 
and at a 
speed not 
yet seen.

“We’re 
not pre-
pared 
for this,” 
warned 
A.J. Nash, vice president 
of intelligence at the cyber-
security firm ZeroFox. “To 
me, the big leap forward is 
the audio and video capa-
bilities that have emerged. 
When you can do that on 
a large scale, and distrib-
ute it on social platforms, 
well, it’s going to have a 
major impact.”

AI experts can quick-
ly rattle off a number of 
alarming scenarios in 
which generative AI is 
used to create synthetic 
media for the purposes of 
confusing voters, slander-
ing a candidate or even 
inciting violence.

Here are a few: 
Automated robocall mes-
sages, in a candidate’s 
voice, instructing voters to 

Clarke

Kona’s coffee belt gets an early wet season

BY DAVID KLEPPER AND ALI 
SWENSON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAVING HISTORY
Volunteers strip bark from alahe‘e branches for the refurbishment of Hale Nana Mahina‘ai at 
Ahu‘ena Heiau on Thursday. LAURA RUMINSKI/WEST HAWAII TODAY

VOLUNTEERS WORK TO 
REFURBISH STRUCTURE 

AT AHU‘ENA HEIAU

Volunteers from 
Keller Williams Realty 
on Thursday spent their 
day assisting in the refur-
bishment of a portion 
of Ahu‘ena in the hei-
au’s non-profit’s ongoing 
effort to preserve one of 
the most important his-
torical sites in Hawaiian 
history.

The heiau, or Hawaiian 
temple, is located on 
the grounds of King 
Kamehameha’s Kona 
Beach Hotel and has 
great cultural signifi-
cance. It has been called 
one of the most historical 
sites in all of Hawaii.

It was here that 
Kamehameha the Great 
spent his last years and 

it was here where he 
died. A feast was held 
at Ahu‘ena to mark the 
overthrow of the kapu 
system, changing Hawaii 
forever. The first mission-
aries to Hawaii arrived 
in 1820 and sought the 
favor of Kamehameha II 
(Liholiho) to land here 
and begin their mission. 
It was here that John 
Adams Kuakini resid-
ed as the governor of 
the island. It was here 
that the young Prince 
Leleihoku II enjoyed the 
calm of Kona before his 
death and it was here 
that his brother King 
Kalakaua maintained 
a residence and made a 
boathouse of an historic 
building there.

BY LAURA RUMINSKI 
WEST HAWAII TODAY

lruminski@westhawaiitoday.com

April showers visited 
the Big Island, but they 
were far more plentiful in 
usually dry West Hawaii 
and in Ka‘u than they 
were in the windward 
areas of East Hawaii.

That’s according to 
the monthly precipita-
tion summary from the 

National Weather Service 
in Honolulu.

“Ka‘u had rain events 
multiple days because 
we had southeast winds,” 
Kevin Kodama, senior ser-
vice hydrologist for NWS, 
told the Tribune-Herald. 
“And that opened up the 
Ka‘u district for rainfall, 
because they became 
more directly windward, 

as opposed to when we 
have straight trade winds 
from the east-northeast.”

Kahuku Ranch in Ka‘u 
had 10.42 inches of rain, 
almost four times its nor-
mal April rainfall.

Kapapala Ranch, at 
6.66 inches, and Pahala, 
at 6.6 inches, experienced 
well above their average 
annual April rainfall. But 

that’s not 
the biggest 
surprise, 
accord-
ing to 
Kodama.

“One 
thing 
that’s 
unusual is that the Pali 2 
gauge that’s in the (Hawaii 
Volcanoes) National Park 

had the highest rainfall 
total” islandwide, he said.. 
“It’s in the Ka‘u Desert, 
and it has the highest 
amount of rain. That’s not 
normal. And it’s another 
indication that we had a 
lot of southeast wind.”

For the record, Pali 
2’s 17.95 inches of rain 
is more than 10 inches 
above the gauge’s usual 

April tally.
The four Kona coffee 

belt gauges, which experi-
ence their rainy season in 
the summer, got an early 
start this year.

Kainaliu and Waiaha 
recorded 14.1 inches and 
12.12 inches, respective-
ly, more than thrice their 
norm for the year’s fourth 

BY JOHN BURNETT
HAWAII TRIBUNE-HERALD

Jacqueline Awa thatches sugar cane on Hale 
Nana Mahina‘ai at Ahu‘ena Heiau Thursday. 
LAURA RUMINSKI/WEST HAWAII TODAY

SEE SHOWERS PAGE 7A

SEE HEIAU PAGE 7A SEE AI PAGE 7A

Kodama


