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ANKARA, TURKEY
Election polls closed Sunday

in Turkey, where President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 20-year
leadership of the NATO mem-
ber country grappling with eco-
nomic turmoil and the erosion
of democratic checks-and-bal-
ances hung in the balance after
a strong challenge from an op-
position candidate.
The election could grant Er-

dogan, 69, a new five-year term
or unseat him in favor of the
head of an invigorated opposi-
tion, Kemal Kilicdaroglu, who
has promised to return Turkey
to a more democratic path. If no
candidate receives more than
50% of the vote, the race will be
determined in a May 28 run-off.
Voters also elected lawmakers

to fill Turkey’s 600-seat parlia-
ment, which lost much of its
legislative power under Erdo-
gan’s executive presidency. If
his political alliance wins, Erdo-
gan could continue governing

without much restriction. The
opposition has promised to
return Turkey’s governance
system to a parliamentary de-
mocracy if it wins both the pres-
idential and parliamentary bal-
lots.
Opinion surveys indicated the

increasingly authoritarian leader
entered the election trailing a
challenger for the first time.
Erdogan has ruled Turkey as
prime minister or president
since 2003.
Pre-election polls gave a slight

lead to Kilicdaroglu, 74, the joint

candidate of a six-party opposi-
tion alliance who leads the cen-
ter-left, pro-secular Republican
People’s Party, or CHP.
Voting began at 8 a.m. and

polls closed at 5 p.m. Under

Turkey’s election custom, news
organizations are barred from
reporting partial results until an
embargo lifts at 9 p.m. There

Turkey awaits vote
results; Erdogan’s
fate hangs in balance
BY SUZAN FRASER AND ZEYNEP
BILGINSOY
Associated Press
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Voters cast ballots Sunday in the Turkish presidential and
parliamentary elections at a polling station in an Ataturk secondary
school in Istanbul, Turkey.

SEE TURKEY, 2A

food as traditional Thai cuisine
that would be prepared at
home. She’s opening the new
restaurant with business part-
ner, Annie Porntip.
Zaap in Thai means delicious

or very tasty.
“It’s kind of slang,” Sintu-

wong said. “ZAAP is like deli-
cious — like it’s on-spot.”
Sintuwong owns three other

popular restaurants, including
two that are in Warner Robins.
The dishes served at ZAAP

will be unique to the new res-
taurant — not served at any of
her other restaurants, she said.
Sintuwong opened her first

restaurant, Kai Thai, with her
sister, Kook Sritan, at 2470
North Columbia St, Suite C35,

A new restaurant offering
authentic Thai cuisine and a
new sports bar and grill are
gearing up to open in Warner
Robins.
The Thai restaurant will be

the fourth restaurant for a Thai-
land native, while the sports bar
and grill will be managed by a
four-man team.

ZAAP
Offering Thai street food, this

new restaurant is expected to
open in June at 670 Lake Joy
Road, Suite 400.
Kai Sintuwong described the

in Milledgeville.
Having opened in 2008, the

restaurant celebrates 15 years in
businesss this month, she said.
The next to open was Thai

Pepper in 2015 at 1806 Russell
Parkway, Suite 1100, in Warner
Robins, followed by Kin.D 96,
in 2019, at 1057 Ga. 96, Suite
300, also in Warner Robins.
The new restaurant is moving

into the former The Hot Chik
location, which was the Taco
Shed before that.

FREE GAME SPORTS BAR &
GRILL
This new sports bar and res-

taurant is expected to open
soon at 207 Russell Parkway,
Suite 100.

“Free Game Sports Bar and
Grill is a sports bar with TVs
wherever the eye can see,”
Ryan Golphin, one of the man-
agers, said in an email. “We
will have a lunch and dinner
service consisting of seafood
and your favorite bar foods for
those that are just out for a bite.
“People can also come in and

grab drinks. So it`s not just a
sports bar.”
The establishment is expect-

ed to feature sports memor-
abilia, including from local
athletes, as well as a top-notch
sound system expected to
“bring high energy and game
centric,” Golphin said.

BECKY PURSER The Telegraph

ZAAP is located at 670 Lake Joy Road, Suite 400, in Warner Robins.

WR getting new Thai restaurant;
sports bar, grill coming, too
BY BECKY PURSER
bpurser@macon.com
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BERLIN
German Chancellor Olaf

Scholz pledged Sunday to sup-
port Ukraine for as long as
needed against Russia’s attacks
as President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy visited Berlin and the two
leaders tried to bolster their
countries’ sometimes strained
relationship.
While Germany is Ukraine’s

second biggest supporter when
it comes to overall humanitar-
ian, military and financial aid
during the war – second only to
the United States – this was
Zelenskyy’s first trip to Berlin
since the invasion began.
Zelenskyy’s visit was almost

upended because of media leaks
that were deemed to present a
security risk.
But as the two leaders ap-

peared together at a news con-
ference on Sunday, they put on
a show of unity. Germany has
also provided Ukraine with
more military aid than any other
country in the European Union,
announcing a new package for
Ukraine totaling $2.95 billion a
day ahead of the visit, which
almost doubles Berlin’s total
commitment since Russia in-
vaded in February 2022. Scholz
said Berlin has so far given Kyiv
17 billion euros in bilateral aid
and that it can expect more, the
Associated Press reported.
“I have said it many times,

and I repeat it here today: We
will support you for as long as it
is necessary,” Scholz said. The
weapons deliveries he outlined,
which will include new IRIS-T
air defense systems and Leop-
ard 2 tanks, come as Ukraine
prepares a counteroffensive
against Russia.
“This is about fighting back

an attack on Ukrainian territo-
ry,” he said.
Yet the chancellor side-

stepped a question over whether

Germany
pledges
support
during
Zelenskyy
visit
BY LOVEDAYMORRIS AND KATE
BRADY
The Washington Post
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