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Keen’s 2-out single propels
FSU softball to ACC title
SPORTS, 1B

SIOUX CENTER, Iowa — Standing at the precipice of
a likely presidential campaign, Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis told Iowans Saturday that the GOP must reject a
“culture of losing” and embrace a positive vision for the
future if they want to win in 2024.

“Both Florida and Iowa show strong leadership and a
bold agenda can defeat the left in this country,” he said.
“But there’s no substitute for victory. We must reject
the culture of losing that’s infected our party in recent
years. The time for excuses is over. We’ve got to demon-
strate the courage to lead and the strength to win.”

It’s an implicit rebuke of former President Donald
Trump, who appears to lead the current 2024 presiden-
tial fi�eld as a front-runner — even after losing the 2020
election to Democrat Joe Biden and promoting candi-
dates who lost their 2022 midterm battles.

The comments came as Trump was scheduled to
hold a dueling evening event in the fi�rst-in-the-nation 

DeSantis paves 
a path in Iowa

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis and his wife, Casey, visit with supporters after making an unscheduled visit to the Jethro’s BBQ
Southside in Des Moines on Saturday. PHOTOS BY BRYON HOULGRAVE/FOR THE REGISTER

Trump cancels Des Moines rally, but still makes presence felt

Brianne Pfannenstiel, Katie Akin 
and Stephen Gruber-Miller
Des Moines Register | USA TODAY NETWORK
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Supporters of former President Donald Trump exit
the Lauridsen Amphitheatre in Des Moines after
Trump’s Des Moines rally was postponed due to bad
weather on Saturday.

Why not Doak Campbell Stadium?
Word is spreading the University of

North Florida and University of Florida
have held talks with Jacksonville Jag-
uars leadership over hosting hosting
Jags games during renovations to their
home stadium, TIAA Bank Field. 

Additionally, another reported op-
tion is the Jags playing at Orlando’s
Camping World Stadium. 

A Florida State athletics department
spokesperson told the Democrat there
hasn’t been any contact between FSU
and the Jags about potential NFL games
in Tallahassee during the team’s stadi-
um renovations. 

Is this a missed opportunity or sim-

ply not feasible? 
The chatter started last Wednesday,

when Jacksonville mayor Lenny Curry
said on local radio that renovations to
TIAA Bank Field could force the Jaguars
to play in a diff�erent venue for up to two
seasons. 

Curry suggested the 2025 and 2026
football seasons could be impacted.
Curry also said renovations could bump
two seasons of the annual Florida-Geor-
gia game played in Jacksonville.

“The goal would be to play some-
where in Jacksonville,” Curry said of the
Jags. “Those discussions are happen-
ing, but two years is the goal. … I do
know that they are considering certain
sites that are local that could accommo-
date them for at least two years.”

Doak could serve as ideal host for Jaguars, but no talks yet
Jim Henry
Tallahassee Democrat
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Jacksonville
Jaguars
cornerback
Jalen Ramsey
intercepts a
pass intended
for Tennessee
Titans wide
receiver
Rishard
Matthews.
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Gov. Ron DeSantis has been forti-
fi�ed with millions of dollars in taxpayer
money for legal fi�ghts stemming from
his polarizing legislative agenda, with
the scene now shifting from the Capi-
tol to the courthouse. 

Republican supermajorities in the
House and Senate tucked an unprece-
dented almost $16 million into the
state’s $117 billion budget for litigation
costs to defend policies DeSantis just
advanced or to cover battles already
underway, like his yearlong clash with
the Walt Disney Company. 

The state’s largest teachers union,
the Florida Education Association,
fi�led the fi�rst lawsuit from the recently
completed 2023 legislative session
Wednesday, a day after DeSantis
signed into law a bill imposing new re-
strictions on public employee labor
unions, mostly targeting those allied
with Democrats.

FEA and other unions claim in their
federal lawsuit that the governor is vi-
olating their free speech, among other
constitutional rights. 

“He’s using taxpayer dollars to fund
the legal defense of his poor choices,”
said House Democratic Leader Fen-
trice Driskell of Tampa. “It’s just
waste.” 

“DeSantis pushes for these bills,
these extremist policies knowing that
they’re unconstitutional, knowing
that they will be likely challenged in
court,” she added. 

More legal muscle, 
money needed

But lawmakers were intent on giv-
ing DeSantis added muscle for a likely
deluge of lawsuits. The governor in
June is expected to formally kick off�
his campaign for the Republican presi-
dential nomination and aggressively
engaging in these courtroom chal-
lenges is seen as pivotal by strategists. 

Republican legislative leaders ac-
knowledge that the governor has been
pushing the political envelope. But
they went along with him and view the
litigation expenses imposed on Florid-
ians as merely the cost of doing busi-
ness. 

“We know that some of the things
we’re doing in Florida are leading the
nation on how we feel about certain 

GOP directs
almost $16M
for DeSantis’
legal defense
John Kennedy
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