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Florida’s emergency managers hurtle toward the
2023 hurricane season with a budding El Niño provid-
ing some hope of a less energetic tropical Atlantic but
under the gnawing specter of Category 5 Ian’s deadly
September assault.

About 2,400 meteorologists, fi�rst responders,
storm recovery experts and vendors gathered last
week at the Governor’s Hurricane Conference in West
Palm Beach to train for what’s coming and learn from
the last catastrophe, or triumph.

This is the fi�rst year since 2015 that early hurricane
season forecasts are predicting a near-normal to
slightly below-normal number of tropical cyclones.

But as the June 1 start date approaches, the atmos-
phere is giving mixed messages. The tropical cyclone-
thwarting El Niño is on the rise at the same time as
unusually warm water in parts of the Atlantic Ocean
are signaling the potential for a busier season.

And emergency managers stress that a slow season
can still produce a killer storm. Last year ended with
near-normal activity, yet an estimated 150 people died
from direct or indirect impacts of Hurricane Ian, ac-
cording to the National Hurricane Center’s post-Ian
report.

Forty-one of the Ian-related deaths were drown-
ings in storm surge, mostly in Lee County.

“As brutal as this year was, it’s time to heal those
wounds and get ready to deal with this year’s season,”
said National Hurricane Center Deputy Director Jamie
Rhome, who asked people to stop focusing solely on
wind speeds. “When we issue a storm surge watch or 
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Experts meet for training, say
even slow season can be deadly
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Delusions can make dreams come true — at least,
that’s true for Muni Long.

From shooting sand-fi�lled soda cans on her grand-
parents’ farm in Wabasso to beating Beyoncé and Ma-
ry J. Blige to win her fi�rst Grammy this year, she has
paved the way for herself throughout her 15-year ca-
reer.

The 33-year-old singer-songwriter — who now
lives in Los Angeles and goes by “money long” instead
of Priscilla Renea Hamilton — is cementing herself as
a force to be reckoned with in the music industry as
she makes the grandiose dreams she had as a tween
come true. 

Her journey has been formative, teaching her

about herself and the challenges of the music indus-
try. 

“One of the things that I had to work on is just get-
ting it out of (my) head that people are going to help
you,” she told TCPalm. “You have to help yourself. This
is really something that I try to remind myself very
frequently. I get frustrated sometimes because I’m
trying to get my vision across and then I remember —
just go do it.”

She has the internet to thank for jump-starting her
career. In the early days of YouTube, she uploaded a
video of herself rapping diff�erent words from the dic-
tionary to the tune of “Fergalicious” by Fergie in 2007. 

With over 1.2 million views, the video brought her
fi�rst stroke of fame, then her fi�rst contract with Capi-
tol Records, where she released her debut album 

Muni Long is a Grammy Award-winning R&B singer-songwriter and performer who lives in Los Angeles.
Born Priscilla Renea Hamilton, she grew up in the Gifford area of Indian River County, where she attended
Vero Beach High School and performed in the Riverside Children’s Theatre. She rose to fame in the 2000s
after she went viral on YouTube and signed with Capitol Records in 2007.
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With a year and a half to go before next year’s elec-
tion, Florida Democrats lack a challenger to go against

U.S. Sen. Rick Scott.
But that reality may say more about

the state of things for Florida’s opposi-
tion party, and the state’s political tilt
to the hard right, than Scott’s strength
as an incumbent seeking a second
term.

Because, right now, Democrats
seem to be scrambling. The name-

dropping search for an opponent includes two NBA
legends, Dwyane Wade and Grant Hill. Beyond that,
it’s a traditional political shortlist that includes two
no-longer-in-elected-offi�ce political fi�gures. 

The seemingly desperate search for a challenger
comes on the heels of a deeply demoralizing 2022
midterm election year for Democrats in which Flori-
da’s senior senator and governor won reelection by 16
and 19 point percentage points, respectively. Just as
humiliating, Gov. Ron DeSantis and the three GOP 

As election draws
closer, Democrats
seeking challenger
for Scott in Senate

Scott

See SCOTT, Page 10A

Stephany Matat
Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

 772-775-6523   CabanaJensenDunes.com

Seeking care for your loved one? #AL12879We’re not all the same!
Discover difference!

Join us for an Open House  •  May 23rd at 3:00 pm


