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Anderson: Palmetto has lost 
more than its ice cream man
LOCAL, 1C

FIND YOUR WAY TO CARATS 
FOR A GREAT SELECTION OF 
NEW AND ESTATE JEWELRY

1922 Bay Road, Sarasota 

941.926.3335
 www.caratsfjw.comMonday - Friday 10 - 4 PM

• JEWELER ON SITE
• DIAMONDS & FINE JEWELRY WANTED
Van Cleef & Arpels, Yellow and Blue Sapphire Ring 18K YG (24 x24mm)

Despite one condo project stalling af-
ter a police probe opened in April aff�ect-
ing plans for One Park Sarasota, several
other projects remain under construc-

tion or in design review at the 14.7-acre
downtown development site known as
The Quay

Kolter Urban’s development applica-
tion for blocks 7 and 8 in The Quay came
before the Sarasota Planning Board
where plans for a Ritz-Carlton branded
site were met with critiques and several
questions about elevation, waste dis-
posal and public access before the de-
veloper’s attorney requested a continu-
ance after the board appeared ready to

oppose the developer’s plan.
The Quay development spans several

blocks west of Tamiami Trail, south of
Boulevard of the Arts and north of the
Fruitville Road roundabout. Blocks 7
and 8 are on the development’s west-
ern-most edge, which borders Sarasota
Bay. 

The second Ritz-Carlton labeled
property in The Quay development will 

Quay project faces pushback
from Sarasota Planning Board 
Access, waste disposal,
elevation among issues 

A rendering shows the proposed 
The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Sarasota
Bay project.
PROVIDED BY KOLTER URBAN

Derek Gilliam
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See QUAY, Page 9A

TALLAHASSEE −� Gov. Ron DeSantis
has been fortifi�ed with millions of dol-
lars in taxpayer money for legal fi�ghts
stemming from his polarizing legislative
agenda, with the scene now shifting
from the Capitol to the courthouse. 

Republican supermajorities in the
House and Senate tucked an unprece-
dented almost $16 million into the
state’s $117 billion budget for litigation
costs to defend policies DeSantis just
advanced or to cover battles already un-
derway, like his yearlong clash with the
Walt Disney Company. 

The state’s largest teachers union,
the Florida Education Association, fi�led
the fi�rst lawsuit from the recently com-
pleted 2023 legislative session Wednes-
day, a day after DeSantis signed into law
a bill imposing new restrictions on pub-
lic employee labor unions, mostly tar-
geting those allied with Democrats.

FEA and other unions claim in their
federal lawsuit that the governor is vio-
lating their free speech, among other
constitutional rights. 

“He’s using taxpayer dollars to fund
the legal defense of his poor choices,”
said House Democratic Leader Fentrice
Driskell of Tampa. “It’s just waste.” 

“DeSantis pushes for these bills,
these extremist policies knowing that
they’re unconstitutional, knowing that
they will be likely challenged in court,”
she added. 

But lawmakers were intent on giving
DeSantis added muscle for a likely del-
uge of lawsuits.

The governor in June is expected to
formally kick off� his campaign for the 

GOP directs
almost $16M
to cover cost
of DeSantis’
legal defense
John Kennedy
Capital Bureau | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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SOUTH VENICE – Karen Sulprizio
had praise for contractors who quickly
came to her aid after Hurricane Ian rav-
aged her home on Fiesta Drive last fall.

Roofi�ng Pros USA quickly came out
to tarp her roof – which was only 10
days old when Ian hit in late September

– and Quality Air was out within a
week to replace her damaged air condi-
tioner.

But more than seven months since
the storm hit, she is still waiting for Cit-
izens Property Insurance Corp. to set-
tle her claim so contractors can ad-
dress the repairs.

Initially she was told that an estima-
tor assigned to her home wasn’t show-
ing up at jobs and had to be replaced.

Meanwhile Sulprizio, who has re-
tained Orlando-based Payne Law to
navigate her claim, has chased down
contractors for estimates to repair her
home and fi�gures it could cost as much
as $100,000 to fi�x it.

Despite the tarps, the roof can’t be
repaired until the insurance funds are
fi�nalized.

Sulprizio said appraisers sent both
by her attorney and Citizens have been
at the house, but she has no idea what
either side has concluded repairs will
cost.

Insurers slow to pay after Ian

Karen Sulprizio and her late husband, Mark, purchased this South Venice home in 1989 partly because it reminded her
of something they would fi�nd in Lake Tahoe. Blue tarps cover holes in her roof made by Hurricane Ian. She cannot repair
that and other aspects of her home until Citizens Property Insurance Corp. pays her claim. EARLE KIMEL/HERALD-TRIBUNE

7 months later, many with hurricane
claims are still waiting
Earle Kimel
Sarasota Herald-Tribune
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