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“This will be my last request since I’ll
be released on May 30,” a pinned-up
sheet of notebook paper reads at Pensa-
cola’s Open Books Bookstore. The
words are scribbled in pencil, but writ-
ten in all caps, likely either for style, em-
phasis, or penmanship clarity.

“I THANK YOU AND APPRECIATE
THE SERVICE YOU’VE PROVIDED FOR
ME DURING MY TIME IN JAIL,” is how it
actually reads. The next line of the letter
follows suit, but this time, it’s under-

lined.
“WHAT A BEACON OF HOPE!”
The Montgomery Correctional Cen-

ter inmate follows the usual formula of
the 70-100 letters that are mailed to
Open Books weekly. An abundance of
gratitude, followed by a wish-list of
books to send them.

1 National Geographic
2 Any other magazine
3 Greek mythology
4 Astrology 
5 Self-help
6 Science
7 Fashion
A top seven list is ambitious. If

they’ve written to Open Books before,
they know they’re only allowed three
books at a time. Maybe a resource
pamphlet to make four, but that’s the
maximum that most prisons will ac-
cept. Plus, the limit keeps it manage-
able for volunteers. In 2022, Open
Books volunteers hand-picked and
mailed over 10,000 books to Florida’s
jail and prison inmates who requested
them.

After the request is made, the
matchmaking begins. Volunteers galli-
vant around the special back corner of 

Volunteers package and label books for shipment to various prisons throughout the state at the Open Books bookstore
on Guillemard Street. The small downtown bookstore sends prison inmates books in the hope of helping the prisoners
adjust back to civilian life. TONY GIBERSON/TGIBERSON@PNJ.COM
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Florida’s emergency managers hur-
tle toward the 2023 hurricane season
with a budding El Niño providing some
hope of a less energetic tropical Atlan-
tic but under the gnawing specter of
Category 5 Ian’s deadly September as-
sault.

About 2,400 meteorologists, fi�rst
responders, storm recovery experts
and vendors gathered this week at the
Governor’s Hurricane Conference in
West Palm Beach to train for what’s
coming and learn from the last catas-
trophe, or triumph.

This is the fi�rst year since 2015 that
early hurricane season forecasts are
predicting a near-normal to slightly
below-normal number of tropical cy-
clones.

But as the June 1 start date ap-
proaches, the atmosphere is giving
mixed messages. The tropical cyclone-
thwarting El Niño is on the rise at the
same time as unusually warm water in
parts of the Atlantic Ocean are signal-
ing the potential for a busier season.

Even “normal” hurricane season
can end in disaster. And many
deaths.

And emergency managers stress
that a slow season can still produce a
killer storm. Last year ended with
near-normal activity, yet an estimated
150 people died from direct or indirect
impacts of Hurricane Ian, according to
the National Hurricane Center’s post-
Ian report.

Forty-one of the Ian-related deaths
were drownings in storm surge, mostly
in Lee County.

“As brutal as this year was, it’s time
to heal those wounds and get ready to
deal with this year’s season,” said Na-
tional Hurricane Center Deputy Direc-
tor Jamie Rhome, who asked people to 

Experts:
Storm
season can
be a killer
Kimberly Miller
Palm Beach Post
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Editor’s note: This story refers to racist
and homophobic language.

Annie Nygard didn’t know what was
happening.

The business owner from San Diego,

who co-founded Restrained Grace, a com-
pany that creates and sells jewelry, gifts
and fetish gear −� and whose online profi�le
uses the term “Antifa” −� suddenly started
getting dozens of hate-fi�lled direct mes-
sages on social media. The messages
poured in, telling Nygard to kill herself,
sending death threats as well as “88,” a

white supremacist term that stands for
“Heil Hitler.” 

“It was distressing,” said Nygard, who
identifi�es as agender and uses she/they
pronouns. “I already have complex post-
traumatic stress disorder, so logging on to
all that hate is just triggering in general.” 

Farther north, in Sacramento, Califor-

nia, Unieke, a drag queen who appears at a
local all-age drag show, was being bom-
barded in the same way. 

“I was getting photos sent to me of, like
white power,” Unieke said. “People saying
that my ‘day of the rope’ will come. People 

How one account spent months fl�ooding strangers with hatred online
Will Carless
USA TODAY
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‘A beacon of hope’
Open Books helping inmates create a life post-prison

Brittany Misencik
Pensacola News Journal
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