
The rain in Spain
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People shelter under umbrellas on an exceptionally rainy 
day in this spring season as they walk along a park in 
Pamplona, Spain, on Sunday. 

New York — The historic Roosevelt Hotel in 
midtown Manhattan shuttered three years ago, 
but it will soon be bustling again — reopening 
to accommodate an anticipated influx of asy-
lum seekers just as other New York City hotels 
are being converted to emergency shelters.

Mayor Eric Adams announced Satur-
day that the city will use the Roosevelt to 
eventually provide as many as 1,000 rooms 
for migrants who are expected to arrive in 
coming weeks because of the expiration of 
pandemic-era rules, known collectively as 
Title 42, that had allowed federal officials 
to turn away asylum seekers from the U.S. 
border with Mexico.

Across the city, hotels like the Roosevelt that 
served tourists just a few years ago are being 
transformed into emergency shelters, many of 
them in prime locations within walking distance 
from Times Square, the World Trade Center 

memorial site and the Empire State Building. 
A legal mandate requires the city to provide 
shelter to anyone who needs it.

Even so, Adams says the city is running out 
of room for migrants and has sought financial 
help from the state and federal governments.

“New York City has now cared for more than 
65,000 asylum seekers — already opening up 
over 140 emergency shelters and eight large-
scale humanitarian relief centers in addition 
to this one to manage this national crisis,” the 
mayor said in a statement announcing the 
Roosevelt decision.

The storied hotel near Grand Central Terminal 
served as election headquarters for New York 
Gov. Thomas Dewey, who in 1948 was said to 
have wrongly announced from the Roosevelt 
that he had defeated Harry Truman for presi-
dent.
— Associated Press

NYC CONVERTS HOTELS TO SHELTERS FOR ASYLUM SEEKERSWEATHER
Today, mostly sunny, breezy and 
pleasant. High 68. Tuesday, sun and 
clouds, breezy and mild. High 73. B8
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Erdogan shy of 50%, 
which could send  
the vote to a runoff
By SUZAN FRASER  
and ZEYNEP BILGINSOY 
Associated Press

Ankara, Turkey — Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has ruled 
his country with an increasingly firm 
grip for 20 years, was locked in a 
tight election race early today, with 
a make-or-break runoff against his 
chief challenger possible as the final 
votes were counted.

The results, whether they come 
within days or after a second round of 
voting takes place in two weeks, will 
determine if a NATO ally that strad-
dles Europe and Asia but borders Syr-
ia and Iran remains under Erdogan’s 
control or resumes the more dem-
ocratic path promised by his main 
rival, opposition leader Kemal Kilic-
daroglu.

Speaking to supporters in Ankara, 
Erdogan, 69, said he could still win 
but would respect the nation’s deci-
sion if the race went to a runoff vote 
in two weeks.

“We don’t yet know if the elections 
ended in the first round. ... If our na-
tion has chosen for a second round, 
that is also welcome,” Erdogan said 
early today, noting that votes from 
Turkish citizens living abroad still 
need to be tallied. He garnered 60% of 
the overseas vote in 2018.

This year’s election largely cen-
tered on domestic issues such as the 
economy, civil rights and a February 

Turkey 
election 
down to 
the wire 

CLASS PROJECT
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Students in Jessabel Moran’s sixth grade homeroom class work on writing on a card about which character traits or talents they bring to the 
class during their social-emotional learning session at Teachers’ Memorial Global Studies Magnet Middle School in Norwich on May 3. 

Disciplinary ‘free-for-all’ 
of last year has receded
By CLAIRE BESSETTE
Day Staff Writer

Norwich — Chaos. Students wan-
dering the halls, parents swearing 
at school staff and students ordering 
takeout food delivered to school.

Those were common scenes at 
Teachers’ Memorial Global Studies 

Magnet Middle School at 15 Teach-
ers Drive in the first half of the 2021-
22 school year, prompting Norwich 
central office staff to move into the 
troubled school in February 2022 to 
crack down on rules, add teachers to 
reduce class sizes and to insist that 
parents treat school staff with re-
spect.

Superintendent Kristen Stringfel-
low, Assistant Superintendent Ta-

mara Gloster, other administrators 
and support staff moved into the 
school full time for what school of-
ficials called a “reset” of discipline 
policies, school rules and an end to 
DoorDash deliveries.

Several  seventh and eighth 
graders interviewed last week de-
scribed the atmosphere last year 
as chaotic and a “free-for-all.” Stu-
dents would leave class and wan-

der the halls. Fights broke out.
Stringfellow said cellphones were 

everywhere, escalating confronta-
tions, and enabling the takeout food 
orders. School rules require students 
to store cellphones in their lockers at 
the start of the school day.

Students would text one another 
all day — “class to class, grade level 
to grade level,” Stringfellow said. A 

Norwich school takes steps to restore order

By KATY GOLVALA 
The Connecticut Mirror

Gov. Ned Lamont convened a 
small group in Hartford last week to 
discuss his proposal to cancel resi-
dents’ overdue medical debt, which 
the Appropriations Committee ex-
cluded from its budget proposal last 
month. 

In February, the governor un-
veiled a $20 million plan to use 
federal pandemic aid to potentially 
cancel billions of dollars in medical 
debt for thousands of Connecticut 
residents. Comptroller Sean Scan-
lon called it a “big piece” of the ad-
ministration’s broader goal this ses-
sion to drive down the cost of health 
care.

“I think this $20 million is an in-
credibly important investment to 
really help the lives of tens of thou-
sands of families right here in Con-
necticut so we really show that this 
medical emergency from COVID is 
over and we’re helping everybody 
get back on their feet,” Lamont told 
the group.

Deidre Gifford, executive director 
of the Office of Health Strategy, said 

that 41% of adults in the U.S. have 
medical debt, and a disproportion-
ate share of those are people of col-
or and those living with disabilities 
and chronic illnesses.

Executives from Trinity Health 
of New England participated in the 
discussion. The hospital system an-
nounced last month that it would 
partner with nonprofit RIP Medi-
cal Debt to cancel $32.8 million of 
medical debt resulting from care 
received at Trinity. The effort will 
erase debt for 22,300 patients, the 
majority of whom live in Connecti-
cut.

RIP Medical Debt purchases med-
ical debt held by low-income fami-
lies at a steep discount — the orga-
nization’s website claims that every 
$100 donated cancels $10,000 in 
medical debt. Gifford said the state 
could work with the same organiza-
tion if the proposal succeeds.

The funding for Lamont’s mea-
sure didn’t make it into the $51 bil-
lion budget endorsed by the Appro-
priations Committee last month, but 
the governor hopes that will change 

Medical debt forgiveness, left out 
of budget, gets push from Lamont

Waterford shopping 
complex will be opened 
up to bidders today

By KEVIN ARNOLD
Day Staff Writer

Waterford — Ashon Avent, the own-
er of T-Shirt World in the Crystal 
Mall, said Sunday he’s not nervous 
about the mall going to auction.

In fact, he said he was excited by 
the idea of new opportunities for the 
39-year-old, two-level shopping com-
plex. 

“When I hear that, that means that 
there’s fresh opportunity,” Avent, 44, 
said while printing a batch of shirts. 
“It doesn’t really scare me at all. It 
kinda gives me hope that someone 
else cares enough to want to invest 
in it.”

Bidding for the 535,500-square-
foot building, which sits on more than 
82 acres of land on Route 85, is set to 
start today at $2 million, according 
to an online listing with Crexi, a com-
mercial real estate exchange.

The property up for sale does not in-
clude spaces formerly occupied by Macy’s 
and Sears, one-time mall anchors that de-

parted in 2021 and 2018, respectively.
The five parcels that make up the 

main mall property have most re-
cently been assessed at $29.3 mil-
lion, according to data provided by 

Paige Walton, Waterford’s assessor. 
The former Sears location has been 

assessed at $3.1 million and the for-
mer Macy’s space at $2.8 million.

Crystal Mall businesses hopeful about auction
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A visitor enters the Crystal Mall on Sunday. The 39-year-old shopping 
complex will be auctioned today.   
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