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BROOKFIELD — A group of
parents in the Brookfield school
district are decrying conditions
they say their childrenare experi-
encing in its special education de-
partment.

Complaints include high staff
turnover in the special education
department, teacher behavior to-
ward special education students,
and failure to follow individual-

ized education plans, or IEPs, for
special education students.

“This district is an abomina-
tion,” Brookfield parent Erin
Scalera said. “These children re-
quire certain instruction, certain
accommodations and it’s not an
option. It has to be provided, and
it’s not.”

Over the past year, parents
have spoken out at many school
board meetings to demand
change.

One parent created an online

petition requesting the removal of
the district’s special education di-
rector, Amy DeNicola-Hickman,
who joined the district in 2022,
and its special education supervi-
sor for pre-K-5, Robin Riccitelli,
who has since resigned. The peti-
tion received nearly 400 signa-
tures.

Superintendent John Barile
said thedistrict takesparent feed-
back seriously. Brookfield
schools are conducting a review
of the department that’s expected

to be completed next month. The
objective of the review is to get in-
dependent and expert insights in-
to the special education program.

He added, however, to ensure
confidentiality, the district “can-
not and will not discuss person-
nel matters of any employee” nor
“comment on individual student
matters in alignment with priva-
cy laws, including but not limited
to the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act.”

He said all concerns and com-

plaints “are thoroughly reviewed
and addressed in alignment with
policy, contracts, and applicable

Brookfield parents have concerns
with district’s special ed program
By Sandra Diamond Fox
STAFF WRITER
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John Barile is the
superintendent of the
Brookfield School District,
which has drawn fire from
parents of special education
students.

Changes in office space mar-
ket in Connecticut wrought by
the COVID-19 pandemic have
left the sector vulnerable for a
downturn in the coming
months, a group commercial
real estate experts said at a re-
cent panel.

The comments about Con-
necticut’s office space market
came during a commercial real
estate forum held in Walling-
ford by the Connecticut and
westernMassachusetts chapter
of the Society of Industrial

Expert: CT
officemarket
‘going to see
some pain’
By Luther Turmelle
STAFF WRITER
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Thirty percent of office space
in the state is outdated,
making it difficult to compete
with new buildings.

tions, though leaders in those cit-
ies have yet tomake any final de-
cisions.

Environmental advocates
have long championed greater
regulation on gas-powered lawn
and garden equipment, arguing
that they are an important yet of-
ten overlooked source of green-
house gas emissions and other
hazardous pollutants. Still,
much of the inertia behind local
ordinances tends to come from a
singular issue: leaf blowers, and
the noise they emit.

“I’m not aware of us having

They’re loud, they run on gas-
oline and on many leaf-covered
days in autumn, they’re ubiqui-
tous.

In Connecticut, the calls to
reign in gas-powered leaf blow-
ers and other small engines are
growing louder, and in some cas-
es drowningout opposition from
the industry.

While efforts to restrict the
use of gas-guzzling lawn equip-
ment largely fell flat at the State

Capitol this year, at least three
municipalities in Fairfield Coun-
ty have begun weighing their
own regulations in recent
months.

Westport became the first
town to take steps to restrict the
use of gas-engine leaf blowers,
with the Representative Town
Meetingvoting in January to lim-
it hours when residents can use
blowers during the summer and
fall. That ordinance will take ef-
fect beginning on Monday.

Both Stamford and Norwalk
have weighed similar restric-

been approached for advice, for
support, for this kind of local
measure,” said Nathan Frohling,
the director of external affairs
for the Nature Conservancy in
Connecticut, which has advocat-
ed on behalf of efforts to reduce
carbonemissions in linewith the
state’s climate goals.

“It may also be, in our case,
that many folks still think of us
primarily for saving land, for
saving biological diversity,
which we’re still very much in-
volved in all that, but now cli-
mate is as big or a bigger a priori-

ty than anything else,” Frohling
added.

Local volunteers forConnecti-
cut’s chapter of the Sierra Club,
meanwhile, have been involved
in grassroots efforts in West
Hartford to reduce the use of
small gas engines, according to
chapter director Samantha Dy-
nowski. In 2021, the city was the
first in the state to purchase an
all-electric field mower for use
by the Public Works Depart-
ment.

“They’re environmental im-

Calls for stricter regulations on gas lawn equipment grow
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By John Moritz
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RIDGEFIELD — Dozens of
residents in town have ex-
pressed extreme alarm over a
proposal to build a two-story
building with some affordable
housing on the quiet residential
street of Abbott Avenue.

Complaints concern the
building not fitting into the
neighborhood of single-family
homes and its impact on nearby
wetlands. Others are upset
about having affordable hous-

‘A huge
building in
that piece
of land’

By Sandra Diamond Fox
STAFF WRITER
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Ridgefielders appalled
by proposed 2-story
project on Abbott Ave.

BRIDGEPORT — For more
than 1,100 graduates at West-
ern Connecticut State Univer-
sity, Sunday was a day to
celebrate as the Danbury-
based university held its125th
commencement exercises at
the Total Mortgage Arena in
Bridgeport.

The off-campus ceremony
was held in the morning for
the 1,122 undergraduate, grad-
uate and doctoral degree
recipients from the universi-
ty’s Ancell School of Busi-
ness, Macricostas School of
Arts & Sciences, School of
Professional Studies, and
School of Visual & Perform-
ing Arts.

The Class of 2023 at West-
ern includes 936 undergradu-
ates, 180 master’s degree re-
cipients and six doctoral de-
gree candidates.

Fallon Campbell, of Car-
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Sar’ Ja Jenkins blows a kiss to her family after receiving her diploma as Western Connecticut State University held
commencement exercises Sunday at the Total Morgage Arena in Bridgeport.

WestConn marks
125th commencement

By Karen Tensa
STAFF WRITER
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Alexis Turian waves toward the audience during the processional at Western Connecticut
State University’s commencement exercises Sunday.


