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Weather: Sunny to partly
cloudy. High: 77. Low: 55.
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studying flooding in the
Strickland Brook drain-
age area for years and of-
ficials now say that, after
considering their choices,
they’ve decided it’s best
for residents to flood-
proof their homes on
their own.

“We’ve (examined) a
large number of different
alternatives, trying to
come up with an accept-

GREENWICH — The
town government has de-
cided that when it comes
to flooding in Cos Cob,
the best choice among
several bad options is to
let residents deal with
high water themselves.

The Department of
Public Works has been

able solution for this area,
which has been extreme-
ly challenging,” said Dep-
uty Commissioner of
Public Works Jim Michel
during a public meeting
Wednesday at TownHall.

About 40 people gath-
ered at themeeting, most-
ly residents who live near
Bible Street Park and
have suffered from flood-
ing in the past. They in-

cluded Fred Salkind, who
moved to Grove Street a
few years ago and he said
he expected the town
would do more.

“What I’m seeing here
is not what the town
could do for us, it’s what
we have to do ourselves,”
he said. “I’m really kind
of upset about this be-
cause this is a complete
waste of time.”

DPW has looked at
many flood mitigation
options along the brook

DIY flood prevention?

By Andy Blye
STAFF WRITER

Andy Blye - Hearst Connecticut Media

A view of Strickland Brook at the north end of Bible
Street Park in Cos Cob. Representatives from the
Department of Public Works recommended that
some homes in the area take action now to prevent
damage in future flooding.Flood continues on A5

Greenwich tells ‘upset’ Cos Cob homeowners
to elevate their homes amid other suggestions

GREENWICH — Greenwich is
famed for producing many world-
class athletes and sporting dynas-
ties.

And though it does not have as
high a profile as other competitive
sports and games, croquet also has
a long history in Greenwich and
many devoted and serious compet-
itors.

The long history of croquet,
which originated in Great Britain in
the 1850s, will be discussed May 18
at the Greenwich Historical Society
by an ardent player and fan of the
game, Lee Kennedy, a former presi-
dent of the Greenwich Croquet
Club.

Kennedy, a retired architect, first
picked up the croquet mallet in
2006, and said he got hooked on the
game’s challenges, strategies, nu-
ances and social dimensions.

“It’s a heckuva lot of fun, and
great exercise,” Kennedy said.

TheGreenwich clubwas founded
in the 1980s by Bill and Marjorie
Campbell, who had a croquet court
at their backcountry residence. The
club now is based at Bruce Park.
Around 40 or so members from all
over the region including as far as
New York City come to play at the
carefully landscaped green.

“There are those who are very
competitive, and others who just
like to play socially,” Kennedy said.
Most of the play at the club follows
the “golf croquet,” a simpler version
of the game that has only three
rules. “There’s an elegance about

simplicity,” he said. Other versions
of the game are more complicated
and require extensive strategy.

Bill Duncan has been a longtime
member of the Greenwich Croquet
Club, picking up the game in the
mid-1980s.

“It’s a good mental game, and I
like the strategy,” said Duncan,
“Like chess, the wheels in the brain
are turning all the time. And it’s a
fun, social game, and in beautiful
settings.”

The retired architect will lead at-
tendees at the Historical Society
presentation in some basics of the
game, and hand out mallets for

Courtesy of Greenwich Historical Society

Members of the Wilcox family of Greenwich, in the early 1900’s, were keen croquet players.

‘It’s a heckuva lot of fun’
AretiredGreenwich architect has a passion for croquet

By Robert Marchant
STAFF WRITER

Croquet continues on A4

“It’s a good mental game, and I like the strategy.
Like chess, the wheels in the brain are turning all

the time. And it’s a fun, social game, and in
beautiful settings.”

Bill Duncan, longtime member of the Greenwich Croquet Club, retired architect

They’re loud, they run
on gasoline and on many
leaf-covered days in au-
tumn, they’re ubiquitous.

In Connecticut, the
calls to rein in gas-pow-
ered leaf blowers and oth-
er small engines are grow-
ing louder, and in some
cases drowning out oppo-
sition from the industry.

While efforts to restrict
the use of gas-guzzling
lawn equipment largely
fell flat at the state Capitol
this year, at least three
municipalities in Fairfield
County have begun
weighing their own regu-
lations in recent months.

Westport became the
first town to take steps to
restrict the use of gas-en-
gine leaf blowers,with the
Representative Town
Meeting voting in January
to limit hours when resi-
dents can use blowers
during the summer and
fall. That ordinance will
take effect beginning on
Monday.

Both Stamford and
Norwalk have weighed
similar restrictions,
though leaders in those
cities have yet tomake any
final decisions.

Environmental advo-
cates have long champi-
oned greater regulation
on gas-powered lawn and
garden equipment, argu-
ing that they are an im-
portant yet often over-
looked source of green-
house gas emissions and
other hazardous pollut-
ants. Still, much of the in-
ertia behind local ordi-
nances tends to come
from a singular issue: leaf
blowers, and the noise
they emit.

“I’m not aware of us
having been approached
for advice, for support, for

this kind of local mea-
sure,” said Nathan Froh-
ling, the director of exter-
nal affairs for the Nature
Conservancy inConnecti-
cut, which has advocated
on behalf of efforts to re-
duce carbon emissions in
line with the state’s cli-
mate goals.

“It may also be, in our
case, that many folks still
think of us primarily for
saving land, for saving bi-
ological diversity, which
we’re still very much in-
volved in all that, but now
climate is as big or a big-
ger a priority than any-
thing else,” Frohling add-
ed.

Local volunteers for
Connecticut’s chapter of
the Sierra Club, mean-
while, have been involved
in grassroots efforts in
West Hartford to reduce
the use of small gas en-
gines, according to chap-
ter director SamanthaDy-
nowski. In 2021, the city
was the first in the state to
purchase an all-electric
field mower for use by the
Public Works Depart-
ment.

“They’re environmen-
tal impact is pretty high,”
Dynowski said. “They’re
emitters, and their emis-
sions are disproportion-
ate to their small size.”

Beginning next year,
California will become
the first state in the nation
to ban the sale of new
small gas-powered en-
gines such as those used
in leaf blowers and lawn
mowers, as part of awider
effort to slash carbon
emissions. In February,
Connecticut lawmakers
on the state’s Environ-
ment Committee sought
to mimic that approach
with a proposal to imple-
ment the California regu-
lations by 2033.

Calls increase for
tighter rules on gas
lawn equipment
By John Moritz
STAFF WRITER

Gas continues on A4

Changes in office space mar-
ket in Connecticut wrought by
the COVID-19 pandemic have
left the sector vulnerable for a
downturn in the coming
months, a group commercial
real estate experts said at a re-
cent panel.

The comments about Con-
necticut’s office space market
came during a commercial real
estate forum held in Walling-
ford by the Connecticut and
western Massachusetts chapter
of the Society of Industrial and
Office Realtors, Thursday.

April Condon, a partner in
the New Jersey-based law firm
DayPitney, said the commercial
real estate sector in Connecticut
has shifted in the last two years.

“In a lot of asset classes, it has
pivoted,” Condon said of the
commercial real estate sector.
And in the case of large chunks
of Connecticut’s office market,
that pivot has been a turn for the
worse, she said.

Condon assists clients in
commercial real estate matters.
Day Pitney has Connecticut of-
fices in Greenwich and Hart-
ford.

“We’re going to see some pain
down the road for sure,” she

said of Connecticut’s office
spacemarket. “But I don’t think
office space is dead by any
means.”

Condon said she doesn’t ex-
pect a majority of companies to
return to five-day-a-week
schedules.

“Companies want to be able
to retain young talent,” she said.
“But you still have to train that
talent somewhere, so offices are
not going to disappear.”

Dianne Crocker is a principal
analystwith Lightbox, a compa-
ny that provides research and
data for companies in the com-
mercial real estate sector.

Connecticut officemarket is ‘going
to see some pain,’ experts say
By Luther Turmelle
STAFF WRITER

Tyler Sizemore/Hearst Connecticut Media

Thirty percent of office space in the state is outdated, making it
difficult to compete with new buildings, experts said. Office continues on A7


