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Weather: Sunny to partly
cloudy. High: 77. Low: 53.
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BRIDGEPORT — The city
and the Connecticut Airport
Authority have formally asked
federal authorities to authorize

an operating agreement for the
latter to run Bridgeport’s Sikor-
sky Memorial Airport.

In March, the authority, fol-
lowing several months of nego-
tiating a purchase of the Strat-
ford-based airport, backed off

after a preliminary study re-
vealed potentially extremely
costly underground contamina-
tion. The CAA did not want to
assume that liability.

The sides have since been

City nears airport
management deal

Ned Gerard/Hearst Connecticut Media
A seaplane takes off from Sikorsky Memorial Airport in 2020.Sikorsky continues on A5

5-year agreement heads to FAA for approval
By Brian Lockhart
STAFF WRITER

Staples High School students
are giving back to the commu-
nity with the Farm-to-School-
to-Community Program,

where they prepare meals for the Gil-
lespie Center, a homeless center in
Westport, using farm fresh ingredi-
ents from the Westport Farmers Mar-
ket.

TheFarm-to-School-to-Community
Programhas existed for about12 years,
and it started off grassroots, Staples
CulinaryArts Teacher andChef Cecily
Gans said.

“Wewanted to domore for the com-
munity; the farmers had surplus; the
kidswere looking for other activities to
do to get involved in the community,”
Gans said.

Gans has been teaching at Staples
High School for about 24 years, and

has her own catering company, The
Main Course Catering.

“Though I do believe we have far
more structure than we had over a de-
cade ago, it’s still a program that flows
veryorganically fromthe farmers tous

to the community,” she said.
Gans said the majority of the school

year is student-driven. Her Advanced
Culinary Arts students create a menu
out of raw ingredients, which become
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Junior Kimberly Cheng, 17, and the Staples High School Culinary Club prep food Thursday for a meal for the
Gillespie Center. Below. Chef Cecily Gans, left, shows senior Matthew Saw, 17, how to prep raw chicken.

‘WEWANTEDTODOMORE
FORTHECOMMUNITY’

Staples culinary
students give the

gift of food

By Kayla Mutchler
STAFF WRITER

Food continues on A8

Howmuch plastic is in your life?
Do you know how to reduce how
much plastic you use? Could you
identify howmuchplastic gets recy-
cled? Where do polyesters come
from, and do polyester fabrics
“count” as plastic? These questions

andmorewere included in anation-
wide consumer survey commis-
sioned by local plastics recycling
startup Protein Evolution.

“For decades, consumers have
been sorting plastic bottles and
cardboard boxes from their house-
hold trash, and yet most people are
still unaware of howprevalent plas-

Survey on plastic recycling
showswide ‘knowledge gap’

Arnold Gold/Hearst Connecticut Media

A survey showed many people
didn’t know fabrics like polyester
are derived from oil and have an
impact on the environment.

By Vincent Gabrielle
STAFF WRITER

Plastic continues on A4

Changes in office space
market in Connecticut
wrought by the COVID-19
pandemic have left the
sector vulnerable for a
downturn in the coming
months, a group commer-

cial real estate experts
said at a recent panel.

The comments about
Connecticut’s office space
market came during a
commercial real estate fo-
rum held in Wallingford
by the Connecticut and
western Massachusetts

Conn. officemarket
braces for ‘some pain’
By Luther Turmelle
STAFF WRITER

Office continues on A9

MILFORD—The state’s attorney gen-
eral has asked a federal judge to throw a
lawsuit filed by a local religious school

over the state’s vaccine
mandate out of court.

“All five countsmust be
dismissed ... because of
Supreme Court, Second
Circuit, and Connecticut
U.S. District Court hold-
ings permitting states to
enact school vaccination
requirements that do not

contain religious exemptions,” wrote
Assistant Attorneys General Darren
Cunningham and Cynthia Mahon in a
38-page memorandum supporting a mo-
tion to dismiss the lawsuit.

The school, Milford Christian Acade-
my, sued the state’s commissioners of ed-
ucation, public health, and early child-
hood development, arguing the enforce-

MILFORD

State asks
judge to
toss school
vaccine suit
By Ethan Fry
STAFF WRITER

Loomer

Lawsuit continues on A7

They’re loud, they run on gasoline
and on many leaf-covered days in au-
tumn, they’re ubiquitous.

In Connecticut, the calls to rein in
gas-powered leaf blowers and other
small engines are growing louder, and
in some cases drowning out opposition
from the industry.

While efforts to restrict the use of gas-
guzzling lawn equipment largely fell flat
at the State Capitol this year, at least
three municipalities in Fairfield County
have begun weighing their own regula-
tions in recent months.

Westport became the first town to
take steps to restrict the use of gas-en-
gine leaf blowers, with the Representa-
tive Town Meeting voting in January to
limit hours when residents can use
blowers during the summer and fall.

Townsmull
new rules for
gas-powered
leaf blowers
By John Moritz
STAFF WRITER

Gas continues on A4


