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Will serve as an adviser to University of Colorado President Saliman for the 2023-24 academic year

UCCS Chancellor Reddy to step down
BY O’DELL ISAAC

odell.isaac@gazette.com

University of Colorado Colorado 
Springs Chancellor Venkat Reddy’s 
six-year tenure at the university’s 
helm is coming to a close.

On Sunday, Reddy announced that 
he is stepping down from his lead-
ership role at UCCS, effective July 1. 
Reddy will serve as an adviser to Uni-
versity of Colorado President Todd 
Saliman for the 2023-2024 academic 

year before returning to his position 
as professor of finance in fall 2024, 
according to a news release.

Reddy said he has enjoyed his time 
as chancellor, particularly the oppor-
tunity to serve first-generation colle-
gians, students from underrepresent-
ed communities and backgrounds, 
and military-affiliated students.

However, Reddy said, he is an ed-
ucator first and foremost, and he 
felt it was time to get back into the 

classroom.
“When you do this job, there’s a huge 

commitment to the service of our stu-
dents and our community, and I like 
to be all-in when I do these things,” 
he said. “I’ve been at this campus for 
over 30 years, and 24 of those were in 
administration. So I thought this was 
a good time to step down and explore 
other things in life, and my heart is in 
the classroom.”

In addition to teaching, Reddy has 

served in a number of leadership 
roles at UCCS, including associate 
vice chancellor for online education 
and initiatives and dean of the Col-
lege of Business.

The Ent Center for the Arts, Wil-
liam J. Hybl Sports Medicine and 
Performance Center, Kevin W. O’Neil 
Cybersecurity Education and Re-
search Center, and the T. Rowe Price 
Career and Innovation Center were 
opened during Reddy’s tenure, and 

several new academic programs 
were launched, including the univer-
sity’s aerospace engineering bache-
lor’s degree program.

Reddy was also instrumental in 
guiding the university through the 
unprecedented COVID-19 pandem-
ic, keeping lines of communication 
open as fluctuations and new COVID 
variants forced mask and vaccine 

BY MARY SHINN
mary.shinn@gazette.com

When the Space Force was es-
tablished in late 2019, more 
than 1,000 Air National Guard 
members focused on space 

missions were left behind. A debate about 
their future is still raging, leaving the air-
men in limbo some three years later.

Lawmakers are debating a new Space 
National Guard that could leave the 16 
space-focused guard units, including seven 
in Colorado, in place. They’ve come to be 
known as “orphan units,” left behind in an 
Air Force that is no longer technically re-
sponsible for training or equipping them.

The Space Force could also start a new mod-
el backed by Gen. Chance Saltzman, chief of 
space operations, that would allow active duty 
guardians to work part time and hold civilian 
jobs. In an October 2022 policy statement the 
Biden administration said it supported tran-
sitioning the guard missions into the active 
Space Force to avoid the cost of a Space Na-
tional Guard, a contested number.

While Congress weighs options, Colorado 
airmen don’t have clarity to plan their lives.

“If there is no Space National Guard, our 
world is going to change,” said Maj. Matt 
Friedell, director of operations for the 138th 
Electromagnetic Warfare Squadron at Pe-
terson Space Force Base.

The squadron of about 100 people selec-
tively deny enemy communications in the 
field by jamming satellites, an in-demand 
capability, he said. The unit also establishes 
satellite communications.

The work could be reassigned to active-du-
ty Space Force members and the National 
Guardsmen could transition as well if a Space 
National Guard is not established. But the 
transition could be expensive, time-consum-
ing and leaving the guard for an active-duty 
position may not appeal to many, said Col. 
Stephanie Figueroa, who oversees the 138th 
and other space-focused missions in Colora-
do as part of the 233rd Space Group.

She expects it would take five to seven 
years to transition all the Guard missions to 
the active-duty forces and in the process the 
expertise of guardsmen who also work in in-
dustry at aerospace companies such as Ball 
Aerospace and Lockheed Martin would be 
lost. She expects very few guardsmen would 

Colorado units ‘orphaned’ amid debate 

JERILEE BENNETT, THE GAZETTE
A large collapsible satellite antenna is loaded into a C-17 Globemaster III on Thursday. 
Members of the 138th Space Control Squadron from Colorado and Air National Guard 
members from Mississippi get ready for a trip to Maryland for training. 
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Reducing greenhouse gas emissions gener-
ated by natural gas-based devices and adding 
more energy-generating resources to its port-
folio are the biggest changes Colorado Springs 
Utilities is working to incorporate into its Sus-
tainable Energy Plan, officials said last week.

The Sustainable Energy Plan was first devel-
oped in 2020 to guide the utility’s efforts to re-
duce carbon emissions 80% by 2030 and 90% 
by 2050, as well as to retire all coal generation 
by 2030. Utilities officials are now working to 
incorporate additional guidelines into the en-
ergy plan to meet new Colorado laws for clean 
heat, said David Longrie, Utilities’ manager of 
energy resource planning and innovation.

Officials update the plan annually to incorpo-
rate new variables and industry changes, he said.

Its latest updates will also include new 

Utilities adds 
new guidelines 
for clean heat 

Air National Guard members focused on space missions face identity crisis

BY SCOTT WEISER
The Gazette

As the push to decarbonize electric power sys-
tems accelerates, there’s a worldwide nuclear en-
ergy renaissance on the horizon, proponents say, 
and Colorado may be on the verge of joining in.

Across the globe, 413 nuclear power reac-
tors in 32 countries produce about 10% of the 
world’s electricity. In recent years, the num-
ber of new reactors under construction has 
reached 56. The U.S. has the largest fleet, at 92 
operating reactors, with two more completed 
and undergoing testing and expected to go on-
line in the next two months.

A nuclear power 
generation rebirth 
may be underway
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