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WASHINGTON – One outcome is
clear as Washington reaches for a bud-
get deal in the debt ceiling standoff�:
The ambitious COVID-19 era of gov-
ernment spending to cope with the
pandemic and rebuild is giving way to
a new focus on tailored investments
and stemming defi�cits.

President Joe Biden has said re-
couping unspent coronavirus money
is “on the table” in budget talks with
Congress. While the White House has
threatened to veto House Speaker Kev-
in McCarthy’s debt ceiling bill with its
“devastating cuts” to federal pro-
grams, the administration has sig-
naled a willingness to consider other
budget caps.

The end result is a turnaround from
just a few years ago, when Congress
passed and then-president Donald
Trump signed the historic $2.2 trillion
CARES Act at the start of the public
health crisis in 2020. It’s a dramatic
realignment even as Biden’s biparti-
san infrastructure law and Infl�ation
Reduction Act are now investing bil-
lions of dollars into paving streets,
shoring up the federal safety net and
restructuring the U.S. economy.

“The appetite to throw a lot more
money at major problems right now is
signifi�cantly diminished, given what
we’ve seen over the past several
years,” said Shai Akabas, director of
economic policy at the Bipartisan Pol-
icy Center, a nonpartisan organization
in Washington.

The Treasury Department has
warned it will begin running out of
money to pay the nation’s bills as soon
as June 1, though an estimate Friday
by the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget offi�ce put the deadline at the
fi�rst two weeks of June, potentially
buying the negotiators time.

“We’ve not reached the crunch
point yet,” Biden told reporters Satur-
day before fl�ying to Delaware for the
weekend. “There’s real discussion
about some changes we all could
make. We’re not there yet.”

Staff�-level negotiators resumed
talks Saturday.

The contours of an agreement be-
tween the White House and Congress
are within reach even if the political
will to end the standoff� is uncertain.
Negotiators are considering clawing
back some $30 billion in unused CO-
VID-19 funds, imposing spending caps
over the next several years and ap-
proving permitting reforms to ease
construction of energy projects and
other developments, according to
those familiar with the closed-door
staff� discussions. They were not au-
thorized to discuss the private deliber-
ations and spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

The White House has been hesitant
to engage in talks, insisting it is only
willing to negotiate over the annual
budget, not the debt ceiling, and Bi-
den’s team is skeptical that McCarthy,
R-Calif., can cut any deal with his far-
right House majority.

“There’s no deal to be had on the
debt ceiling. There’s no negotiation to
be had on the debt ceiling,” said White
House press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre.

McCarthy’s allies say the White
House has fundamentally underesti-
mated what the new Republican lead-
er has been able to accomplish – fi�rst
in the grueling fi�ght to become House
speaker and now in having passed the
House bill with $4.5 trillion in savings 
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Kelly Welling started the hardest eu-
logy ever Saturday morning with an in-
troduction.

“I was given the honor of being Wes-
ley’s mom,” she said in a Westlake Vil-
lage church fi�lled with fl�owers and her
son's photos. Stopping for a sip of water
when her voice faltered, the Thousand
Oaks woman said she never envisioned
outliving her child and speaking at his
memorial.

“I was not supposed to be around,”
she said.

Wesley Welling, a 15-year-old who
found a way to engage with classmates,
adults, siblings and pretty much every-
one else, died on April 18 at a bus stop
near Westlake High School in Thousand
Oaks. He was struck by a car that also
injured three other students. The driver
faces charges including murder. Investi-
gators allege the collision was inten-
tional and came after a series of crimes
earlier in the day including a stabbing at
a Simi Valley Walmart and a domestic
dispute in Camarillo. The man has not
yet entered pleas.

The tragedy shook the Conejo Valley
to its core. On Saturday, about 200 peo-
ple gathered in a celebration of life at
Calvary Community Church to remem-
ber Wesley.

He was a special kid — an old soul
with a quick wit who knew how to be
himself and didn’t really worry what
other people thought about it, Kelly
Welling said. At the same time, he

owned innate charm and empathy,
helping him connect with everyone in
his path.

His eyes were blue with a hint of
green, just like his grandfather's. He was
tall and thin but owned an appetite that
seemed infi�nite.

"He could put away a whole tri-tip in
one sitting," his mother said in a phone
interview the day before the memorial.
He was accepting of everyone. He loved
to give hugs. He raced ahead of strang-

ers so he could open doors for them.
"I just wish more people were like

him," Kelly Welling said. "He had a light
about him that I can’t even describe."

A freshman at Westlake High, he
had started to think about the future
and broached the possibility of one
day joining the Army. They talked too
about God, reincarnation and many
other things, Kelly Welling said.
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Kelly Welling speaks during a memorial service for her son, Wesley, at Calvary Community Church in Westlake Village on
Saturday. The 15-year-old was killed in April when a driver struck several students at a bus stop near Westlake High
School. PHOTOS BY ANTHONY PLASCENCIA/THE STAR

Teen killed in bus stop crash
remembered in memorial

Cody Welling, younger brother of Wesley Welling, and family friend Eric Paul
share memories at the podium.
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SACRAMENTO – A 1-year-old girl
and a 10-year-old boy were among four
people wounded in a weekend shooting
in Sacramento, California, authorities
said Sunday. 

Offi�cers responded around 10 p.m.

Saturday following reports of gunfi�re
near an intersection northeast of down-
town, according to the Sacramento Po-
lice Department.

Offi�cers found the baby girl and
young boy each with non-life-threaten-
ing gunshot wounds, police said. 

Investigators later learned that two

adults were also admitted to a hospital
with non-life-threatening gunshot
wounds, the Sacramento Bee reported. 

Police have not released any further
information about the victims or possi-
ble suspects. The shooting remained
under investigation Sunday.
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