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As Fentanyl Awareness Day ar-
rived last week, the public got a fresh
look at the extremes — lives lost to
overdoses and lives saved by thewon-
der drug naloxone.

But those who work in hospital in-
tensive care units know that this pic-
ture is incomplete. They live in the
fentanyl fight’smiddle ground, seeing
an endless cycle of patients arriving,
often unconscious, many waking for-
ever changed.

This scourge that killedmore than
800 people across San Diego County
in 2021, andby all accounts has not let
up in 2022 or 2023, has changed the
fundamental reality for those who
work in the medical intensive care
unit at the University of California
San Diego Medical Center in Hill-
crest.

Since 2021, the university health
care system reported 100 to 120 fen-
tanyl-related hospitalizations per

HOSPITAL ICU
WORKERS SEE
THE RAVAGES
OF FENTANYL
FIRSTHAND
As overdose deaths rise,
even those who survive
can be forever changed
BY PAUL SISSON
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About 350 migrants who
spent days at an open-air hold-
ing area at the San Diego-Ti-
juana borderwere shuttled away
in Customs and Border Protec-
tion vans as federal officials
cleared the site Sunday after-
noon.

The migrants were taken in
groups to facilities for proc-
essing, a CBP official said.

The move effectively disman-
tled, at least for now, the open-
air holding area that drew criti-
cism as the number of migrants
who waited to be processed
grew. The migrants complained

of cold and a lack of food andwa-
ter at the site near a water treat-
ment plant, about a mile west of
the San Ysidro Port of Entry.

Later in the day, another site
about a mile and a half west —
where about 200 men remained
— was also cleared, according to
Pedro Rios, director of the
American Friends Service Com-
mittee’sU.S./MexicoBorderPro-
gram.

Still, hundreds of migrants
remained at other locations
along the border, including an
estimated 400 at holding areas
in the desert community of Ja-
cumba Hot Springs.

Rios largely applauded the

ramped-up efforts to process
migrants.He said the conditions
migrants faced at the border
sites were deplorable.

“We don’t want anyone to be
living in an open-air makeshift
detention area, and we want to
make sure people are fed the
way they should be, we want to
make sure people have access to
drinking water, that they have
access to restroom facilities,” Ri-

os said.
He said he believes officials

stepped up efforts to process the
migrants because the optics
were “terrible,” especially as the
end of the Title 42 immigration
policy cast a spotlight on the
border.

Title 42 allowed migrants at
the southern border to be
quickly expelled without a
chance to ask for asylum. The
policy ended just before 9 p.m.
Thursday andwas replacedwith
new restrictions that include
stricter consequences for asy-
lum seekers who enter the U.S.
withoutmaking anappointment

Migrants wave to volunteers Sunday as they go into a U.S. Customs and Border Protection van to be taken to processing
centers at the U.S.-Mexico border in San Diego. By mid-afternoon, their holding area was cleared out.

KRISTIAN CARREON FOR THE U-T

OPEN-AIR HOLDING
AREAS ARE CLEARED
Migrants taken away from two sites for processing; about 400 remain in Jacumba Hot Springs area
BY DAVID HERNANDEZ
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ATTEMPTS TO CROSS
BORDER HAVE FALLEN
A7 • Homeland Security

secretary notes decrease in
number trying to illegally enter.

In his final hours as an elected offi-
cial, San Diego County Supervisor
Nathan Fletcher issued a public mes-
sage apologizing to friends, political
supporters and his 4th District con-
stituents, acknowledging what he
called an inappropriate relationship
with a woman who has sued him for
sexualmisconductandrepeatedlyde-
nyingher allegations against him.

Fletcher, who has just returned to
San Diego from six-plus weeks of in-
patient treatment for post-traumatic
stress and alcohol abuse, said he was
sorry to have let down the people he
represented and grateful to his family
for standingbyhim.

“The last45daysof treatmenthave
beensomeofthehardestofmylife,”he
wrote. “I had to confrontmy own fail-
ings and flaws along with working for
the first time to address issues of
childhood trauma, post-traumatic
stress andalcohol abuse.

“Recovery and sobriety are a life-
time process and I am committed to
doing the ongoing work needed to en-
sureIbecomethefather,husbandand
friend that those I lovedeserve.”

But Fletcher also reiterated his
earlier insistence that the allegations
leveled against him in late March by
former Metropolitan Transit System
public relations officer Grecia
Figueroa were not the full story. He
said testimony and evidence in the
pending litigation would show a con-
sensual relationship.

He did not address the power im-
balance that existed between him as
chairof thetransitagency’sboardand
themore junior staffer.

“I failedto liveuptothestandardsI
expect of myself, and those which are
rightly demanded of our elected offi-
cials,” hewrote.

The 600-word letter, a copy of
which was provided Sunday to The
San Diego Union-Tribune, is being
sent to friends and supporters this
morning. In addition to expressing
humility and regret and defending
against the accusations against him,
the letter confirmsFletcher’s resigna-
tion from the county Board of Super-
visors is effective today.

The apology message appears in-
tended to be Fletcher’s political fare-
well. He has no public appearances

DEPARTING
FLETCHER
ISSUES
APOLOGY,
DEFENSE
Says he’s sorry he let down
district, insists relationship
with accuser consensual
BY JEFF MCDONALD
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PARIS
France pledged additional

military aid for Ukraine on Sun-
day, including light tanks, ar-
mored vehicles, training for sol-
diers and other assistance as the
Ukrainiansgearup foracounter-
offensive against Russian forces,
following surprise talks in Paris
between the Ukrainian and
Frenchpresidents.

Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy and France’s Emmanuel
Macron met for about three
hours at the French presidential
Elysee Palace — an encounter
kept under wraps until shortly

before the Ukrainian leader’s ar-
rival in Paris fromGermany on a
French government jet, extend-
inghisEuropean tour.

With Ukraine planning to go
on the offensive hoping to retake
Russian-occupied territory, mili-

FRANCE PLEDGES ADDITIONAL MILITARY AID

French President Emmanuel Macron welcomes Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to Paris on Sunday.

MICHEL EULER ASSOCIATED PRESS

Zelenskyy goes to Paris
for unannounced talks
with Macron about war
BY JOHN LEICESTER
& FRANK JORDANS
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PADRES LOSE
GAME, SERIES
TO DODGERS
D1 • The Dodgers win

4-0 on Sunday to
complete a three-game
sweep against the Padres
in Los Angeles. The Padres
have lost five in a row and
are seven games back in
the National League West.

SPORTS

Chula Vista was at the fore-
front of the national debate over
the use of drones in local policing
even before 2021, when it became
the first American city author-
ized by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration to launch the sur-
veillance devices from anywhere

within its borders.
Now the Chula Vista Police

Department’s aerial drone pro-
gram is at the center of a legal de-
bateover thevideo footage it gen-
erates.

Chula Vista resident Arturo
Castañares, the owner and pub-
lisher of the bilingual news or-
ganization La Prensa SanDiego,
sued the city for access to surveil-
lance video after officials refused
to release anyof thematerial.

Lastmonth, a Superior Court
judge agreed with the city’s legal
position, ruling that none of the

video produced by the drones is
subject to release under the Cali-
forniaPublicRecordsAct.

Judge Timothy Taylor said
the footage could legally be with-
held from public view under an
exemption that allows investiga-
tivematerial to remain confiden-
tial.

“The court finds, as a matter
of law, that the material re-
quested in petitioner’s CPRA re-
quest and which has not already
beenturnedoverbythecity iscat-
egorically exempt,” Judge Timo-
thy Taylor wrote in his April 10

ruling. “Accordingly, (the) peti-
tioner is entitled to no relief, and
the city is entitled to judgment in
its favor.”

Now the case is pending be-
fore aCalifornia appellate court.

In a filing earlier this month,
Castañares’ lawyer asked the 4th
District Court of Appeal to issue
an emergency order reversing
Taylor’s decision and declaring
that the police drone footage is
not automatically exempt from
public disclosure.

“The trial court’s creation of a

COURT BATTLE OVER CITY’S DRONE FOOTAGE
Chula Vista’s videos
exempt from public
access, judge rules
BY JEFF MCDONALD
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