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Movie about Yogi Berra
captures his heart and humor
SPORTS, 1B

SAN FRANCISCO – On Friday, Elon
Musk announced that NBC Univer-
sal’s Linda Yaccarino will serve as the
new CEO of Twitter. Yaccarino is a
longtime advertising executive credit-
ed with integrating and digitizing ad
sales at NBCU. Her challenge now will
be to woo back advertisers that have
fl�ed Twitter since Musk acquired it
last year for $44 billion.

Since taking ownership, Musk has
fi�red thousands of Twitter employees,
largely scrapped the trust-and-safety
team responsible for keeping the site
free of hate speech, harassment and
misinformation, and blamed others –
particularly mainstream media or-
ganizations, which he views as un-

trustworthy “competi-
tors” to Twitter for ad
dollars – for exaggerat-
ing Twitter’s problems.

In April, the two met
for an on-stage conver-
sation at a marketing
convention in Miami
Beach, Florida. 

The Miami discussion was cordial,
although both participants drew some
distinct lines in the sand. On a few oc-
casions, Yaccarino steered the conver-
sation toward issues of content mod-
eration and the apparent proliferation
of hate speech and extremism since
Musk took over the platform. She
couched her questions in the context
of whether Musk could help advertis-
ers feel more welcome on the plat-
form.

At one point, she asked if Musk was
willing to let advertisers “infl�uence”
his vision for Twitter, explaining that
it would help them get excited about
investing more money – “product de-
velopment, ad safety, content moder-
ation – that’s what the infl�uence is.”

Musk shut her down. “It’s totally
cool to say that you want to have your
advertising appear in certain places in
Twitter and not in other places, but it
is not cool to try to say what Twitter
will do,” he said. “And if that means
losing advertising dollars, we lose it.
But freedom of speech is paramount.”

Yaccarino returned to the issue a
few moments later when she asked
Musk if he planned to reinstate the
company’s “infl�uence council,” a
once-regular meeting with marketing
executives from several of Twitter’s
major advertisers. Musk again de-
murred.

“I would be worried about creating
a backlash among the public,” he said.
“Because if the public thinks that their
views are being determined by, you
know, a small number of (marketing
executives) in America, they will be, I
think, upset about that.”
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While Lake Shasta is brimming with
water, Trinity Lake is less than half full.

There are several reasons why that
happened this year, according to the Bu-
reau of Reclamation, and why the situa-
tion at Trinity Dam may not be as dire as
it sounds.

Winter rainstorms fi�lled Lake Shasta
to 98% of its capacity, 116% of its historic
average for this time of year, according
to the California Department of Water
Resources.

The water level at the dam is lapping a
little more than three feet from the top,
Bureau of Reclamation Area Manager
Donald Bader said.

“We cranked the releases up,” letting
more water out through the dam be-
cause of the storms this week and last
weekend, Bader said on Tuesday. “We
don’t want to get totally full,” and there’s
still water coming into the lake from this
week’s rains. “We want to leave a little
bit of room. We’re going to creep up as
close as we can to the top, but we’re not
going to go over,” he said.

But 40 miles northwest of Redding,

Trinity Lake is only 39% full: 49% of its
historic average. That means its water
level sits 120 feet below the top of the
dam, Bader said.

There are three reasons why Trinity
didn’t fi�ll the way Shasta did this winter,
he said.

Trinity Lake had the worst consecu-
tive three years of drought on record for
that reservoir. Its last “good year” — one
when the water level reached its historic
average — was 2019. Those years of
drought taxed the reservoir’s storage, so
it started the year low, Bader said.

The good news is Trinity Lake “got
more water and snowmelt this past year
than we did in the previous three years
combined,” he said.

Another reason water levels diff�er is
the way the two reservoirs fi�ll up, Bader
said.

Lake Shasta has a big drainage basin.
While Trinity Lake is a large reservoir, it
has a very small basin. That means Trin-
ity fi�lls more slowly throughout the year
as mountain snow melts, he said.

“It’s harder to refi�ll Trinity in one sea-
son. You go over Buckhorn Mountain,
the big divider between both dams.
Trinity has a really small area above the
dam for drainage.” Bader said.

But Trinity Lake won’t get as much
melt water this June as some other Cali-
fornia reservoirs that rely on snowmelt,
according to Bader.

Overall, California saw record

amounts of snow last winter, including
mountainous parts of Siskiyou County
that got more than 200% of historic
snowfall norms, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

But most of the wet storms that
dumped rain and snow on much of
Shasta and Siskiyou counties by-
passed Trinity Lake, Bader said, and
the area only got about 120% of its his-
toric snowfall.

The good news is there’s more water
on the way for Trinity Lake as snow as
far north as southwestern Siskiyou
County melts and fl�ows into the reser-
voir, Bader said. The lake could reach
50% of its capacity this summer.

North State waters directly and in-
directly fed by Trinity Lake are getting
a little help from Shasta Dam, the larg-
est reservoir in California. That’s be-
cause the areas the two reservoirs cov-
er overlap, Bader said.

Water from Trinity Lake is often
used to help fi�ll Whiskeytown Lake, but
that won’t be necessary this year be-
cause there’s enough water being re-
leased through Shasta Dam to com-
pensate, he said. Having so much wa-
ter in Lake Shasta it’s necessary to re-
lease it “is a good problem to have.” It
means the water supply outlook is sun-
ny going into next winter, Bader said.

See TRINITY, Page 2A

The water level at Lake Shasta is higher than it has been in many years. DAMON ARTHUR/RECORD SEARCHLIGHT
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Supporters who want to recall Shasta
County District 1 Supervisor Kevin Crye
hope to start gathering signatures from
registered voters this week.

Jeff� Gorder, spokesman for the Com-
mittee to Recall Kevin Crye, said they
fi�led the petition to recall on May 3.

“Hopefully it’s going to be May 16,”
Gorder said when asked when the can-

vassing for signatures will start.
The required 10-day review period of

the petition by county elections offi�cials
expires May 15, Assistant Registrar of
Voters Joanna Francescut said.

Should the petition be approved, re-
call supporters will need to collect the
signatures of at least 20% of the regis-
tered voters in District 1, or 4,151 signa-
tures. They would have 120 days to do it,
Francescut said.

Gorder said the goal will be to collect
around 6,000 signatures within 40 days

so they can get the recall on the Nov. 7,
2023, ballot.

“In general, we view it that we need
to get at least 50% more than what you
need to make sure we got plenty of
cushion,” said Gorder, who retired in
2018 as Shasta County Public Defender.

The recall attempt marks the second
time in two years that a group has at-
tempted to recall a sitting supervisor.

In the fi�rst case, District 2 Supervisor 

Recall Crye supporters eager
to start collecting signatures
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The citizens group that served Shasta
County District 1 Supervisor Kevin
Crye a notice to recall at the April
25board meeting addresses the media
in downtown Redding.
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