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Gov. Gavin Newsom’s latest
budget moves up the issuance of
food benefits for older undocu-
mented Californians after
months of criticism from ad-
vocates.
The announcement marks a

significant change of course for
Newsom, who in January pro-
posed a state spending plan that

would delay the assistance
rollout for undocumented im-
migrants over 55 until 2027. He
held back the money as his
administration sought to close
the forecast budget gap.
On Friday, Newsom released

his revised budget proposal with
a shortfall that had increased to
$31.5 billion.
But the revision led to a posi-

tive outcome for advocates, who
had said that California was
moving farther away from its

goal of becoming the first state
to offer food benefits to all un-
documented immigrants. New-
som’s new budget proposal now
says benefit distribution is esti-
mated to begin in October 2025.
Advocates hope this is a step

that keeps the goal within reach.
“We see this updated timeline

as a welcome sign of progress,”
said Benyamin Chao, a health
and public benefits policy man-
ager at the California Immigrant
Policy Center. “But our leaders

still need to act more urgently to
address the stark levels of food
insecurity that is impacting
Californians, especially the most

vulnerable.”
The revision included $40

Newsom budget to give
new benefits for
undocumented by 2025
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Gov. Gavin Newsom announces the May budget revision in
Sacramento on Friday.

SEE BUDGET, 6A

A man was shot and a car
crashed in an incident Saturday
night at the Sierra Vista Mall.
Clovis Police said they’re look-

ing for three suspects.
The shooting happened about

9:10 p.m. near the southeast
area of the mall, in the parking
area outside of the K1 Speed
indoor kart racing business.
The crash followed, Clovis

Police said.

The man who was shot was
treated and released from a
hospital, police said in a news
release Sunday.
At the scene Saturday night,

Sgt. Jesus Santillan said said
there were multiple victims,
though he did not state how

they sustained injury. Police did
not offer additional information
about possible other victims in
the Sunday update.
Detectives were called to the

scene around 10:40 p.m. and
were working to obtain video
footage and speak to witnesses.
According to the Sunday

update, the three suspects wore
hoodies and masks and were at
the mall before the shooting.
Anyone with information is

asked to call police at
559-324-2800.

3 suspects sought after crash,
shooting at Sierra Vista Mall
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One of the best parts about
living in the central San Joaquin
Valley is our easy access to so
many great Sierra mountain
destinations. Which typically
begin to open up in May and
early June.
This year, proximity isn’t

going to be much help. Last
winter’s gigantic snowpack, the
latest in a spate of destructive

weather events, has resulted in
widespread closures of national
park and national forest recre-
ation sites. Some will remain
closed all summer; others until
July.
Take, for example, the latest

Sierra National Forest closure
order, in effect until June 13.
The number of closed roads,
campgrounds and trails

throughout the High Sierra and
North Fork ranger districts is so
extensive that it takes two full
pages to list them all.
Then there’s the realization

that Highway 180, due to road
damage, will remain closed east
of Hume Lake for the entire
season. Meaning no access to
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The south fork of the Kings River shows a strong current from the spring snow melt as it flows along the River Trail at Kings Canyon National
Park’s Cedar Grove in 2019.

Widespread Sierra closures dampen
enjoyment of public lands
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Average market-rate apart-
ment rents in Fresno ticked
downward for the second
straight month in April, but that
doesn’t mean it’s necessarily
easy for would-be renters to find
housing that they can afford.
ApartmentList.com, a San

Francisco-based apartment
search and data company, re-
ported that the median monthly
rent for an apartment in the city
of Fresno was $1,316. That’s
down by just under 1% from the
March estimate of $1,326 per
month for rental housing.
The April rate is also about

3% lower than it was a year
earlier, in April 2022, when the
median estimate came in at
$1,357 per month.
The median is the midpoint at

which half of market-rate apart-
ments cost more to rent and half
cost less.
Among the 100 largest U.S.

cities included in the Apartmen-
tList data, rents went up between
March and April in 71, were un-
changed in one, and fell in 28.
Fresno ranked 98th in one-month
rent growth in April, in a virtual
tie with Oakland. Only one U.S.
city experienced a larger percent-
age one-month decline in rent:
New Orleans, at 1.1%.
“Citywide, the median rent

currently stands at $1,039 for a
1-bedroom apartment and
$1,276 for a 2-bedroom,” the
ApartmentList rent report for
Fresno stated. “Across all bed-
room sizes (i.e., the entire rental
market), the median rent is
$1,316. That ranks #63 in the
nation, among the country’s
100 largest cities.”
“For comparison, the median

rent across the nation as a whole
is $1,162 for a 1-bedroom, $1,332
for a 2-bedroom, and $1,355
overall,” the report’s authors
added. “The median rent in
Fresno is 2.9% lower than the
national (average), and is simi-
lar to the prices you would find
in Arlington, TX ($1,330) and
Richmond, VA ($1,314).”
The U.S. Census Bureau re-

ports that as of 2021, almost
half of Fresno residents lived in
rental units rather than in own-

Apartment
rents in
Fresno come
down slightly
in April
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