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Facing a long-term outlook with fast-rising costs for
city services projected to outpace annual revenues,
Palm Desert offi�cials will soon begin public outreach
on a potential 2024 ballot measure to raise the city’s
general sales tax to 8.75% from 7.75%. 

While the city council has not yet decided to place
such a measure on the ballot, its members unani-
mously agreed Thursday to let city staff� gather com-
munity input and educate the public on the possibility
of raising Palm Desert’s sales tax, which is the largest
revenue source for the city's general fund. 

The option is on the table as costs for services “have
risen tremendously in every area” after the COVID-19

pandemic, despite cost-cutting eff�orts such as freez-
ing positions and deferring some maintenance pro-
jects, according to a council report from Veronica Cha-
vez, the city’s director of fi�nance. 

“Operating costs have consistently been rising at a
faster pace than sustainable revenues,” Chavez wrote.
“Based on current projections, unless a new revenue
source is identifi�ed, the City faces substantial budget
defi�cits and service reductions, jeopardizing the City’s
essential services to the community in the foreseeable
future. The City’s historic diligence in fi�nancial plan-
ning warrants taking action now to sustain service lev-
els.”

The one-percentage-point increase — which repre-
sents a roughly 12.9% increase from the previous rate
— would generate approximately $26 million each
year, according to city estimates.

Several other cities in the Coachella Valley have al-
ready raised their tax rates to the level that Palm Des-
ert voters may consider at the ballot box. Cathedral
City, Coachella, Indio and La Quinta currently have an
8.75% sales tax rate, while Palm Springs has the val-
ley’s highest at 9.25%, after voters approved Measure
D in 2017.

For now, Palm Desert’s fi�nancial outlook is “rela-
tively stable,” due to the revenue recovery following
the pandemic, according to the city’s fi�nance director.

The city’s budget proposal for fi�scal year 2023-24,
which has been reviewed by the council at recent
study sessions, includes an estimated $75.5 million in
revenues and about $75.3 million in expenditures. The
city’s general fund is estimated to have more than $100
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Tim Leiweke, the CEO of Oak View Group which
owns Acrisure Arena, hinted last November at a "ma-
jor college basketball game" being played in the des-
ert. 

That hint is now a reality. It was announced Mon-
day that two college basketball heavyweights, The
University of Arizona and Michigan State University,
will play each other on Thanksgiving Day at the
10,000-seat Acrisure Arena in Palm Desert, Califor-
nia in a game being called "The Acrisure Classic." 

The game will be at 1:30 p.m. and televised nation-
ally by FOX, following the Detroit Lions vs. Green Bay
Packers football game.

The Acrisure Classic will include both Arizona and
Michigan State playing a home game against yet-to-
be-named opponents in the fi�rst round before trav-
eling to the Palm Springs area desert for the Thanks-
giving game. 

Tickets for the Acrisure Classic go on sale at 10
a.m. PT Wednesday, May 17 and will be available at
the Acrisure Arena box offi�ce, online at acrisureare-
na.com and ticketmaster.com and at the Michigan
State and Arizona ticket offi�ces. 

Arizona fi�nished second in the Pac-12 this year to
UCLA, before beating UCLA to win the Pac-12 Tour-
nament. However, the Wildcats were a surprise fi�rst-
round loser in the NCAA Tournament as a 2-seed,
falling to 15-seed Princeton. 

Michigan State, a 7-seed in the NCAA Tourna-
ment, advanced to the Sweet 16 before losing to Kan-
sas State. The Spartans return multiple starters from 

Michigan State,
Arizona hoops
squads to face off�
at Acrisure Arena
Shad Powers
Palm Springs Desert Sun

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BASKETBALL, Page 2A

New public art for Palm Springs
“Crawler,” Cathedral City artist Ryan Campbell’s
planned piece is a 12-foot-tall by 20-foot-long steel
sculpture that will be located on the opposite end of
the block where “The Babies” were located. 3A

Sheriff’s deputy killed on the job
Riverside County Sheriff’s Deputy Brett Harris, who
was assigned to the department’s Hemet station,
died after suffering catastrophic injuries in a car
crash Friday while on the job. 6A

A lot of water is fl�owing quickly through the White-
water River right now — and while the cause is partial-
ly the state’s historic snowpack, it’s a bit more compli-
cated than just extra snowmelt runoff�. 

Local water agencies received 
100% of State Water Project allocation

For the fi�rst time since 2006, Desert Water Agency
and Coachella Valley Water District are receiving their
full 100% allocation of water deliveries from the State
Water Project this year, a total of 194,100 acre-feet. An
acre-foot of water, or 326,000 gallons, is enough to
supply one to two California households for a year. 

Whitewater channel raging
after wet winter, water release

Ramon Cordova of La Quinta, who was recently hired as a security guard to keep people out of the
Whitewater River channel, says he's turned away occupants of 15-20 vehicles daily from stopping near the
Whitewater Cutoff bridge. He hands them a flyer in both English and Spanish, provided by the Coachella
Valley Water District, about trespassing and the potentially fatal risk of entering the river.
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Water is flowing much faster than normal in the
Whitewater River channel as seen from Highway 111
in Palm Springs on May 10. For the fi�rst time since
2006, Coachella Valley Water District and Desert
Water Agency are receiving their full allocation of
water from the State Water Project.


