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A lawsuit seeking class-action 
status has been filed in Kern 
County Superior Court chal-
lenging land-use fee increases 
approved by the county Board 
of Supervisors in 2021 and 2022 
partly to help fund local invest-
ments in state-mandated organic 
recycling.

The suit accuses the board of 
violating the state constitution 
by imposing what is effectively a 
tax that should have gone before 
voters for approval. It asks the 
court to order refunds for property 
owners who paid the fee as part 
of their tax bill without receiving a 

special benefit as required by law.
A key argument in the case is 

that the fee will pay for expenses 
unrelated to the county’s efforts 
to reduce methane emissions 
by building organic recycling 
operations such as a $13.6-million 
composting facility proposed next 
to the Shafter-Wasco Landfill.

“Our lawsuit alleges that Kern 
County is illegally charging all 
taxpaying residents millions of 
dollars to cover the expenses of 
cleaning up illegal dumping and 
encampments across the county,” 
stated Alex Wheeler, an attorney 
with the the Lancaster-based 
Parris Law Firm, which filed the 
suit March 23, along with Bakers-

field’s Law Office of Ralph B. 
Wegis, on behalf of Kern County 
resident Kirk Carlisle.

County government is named 
as a defendant in the suit, as is the 
Board of Supervisors and the Kern 
County Public Works Department.

County Counsel Margo Raison 
said by email Friday the matter is 
still under review. She declined to 
comment because the suit rep-
resents pending litigation.

In January 2022, county super-
visors voted unanimously to raise 
gate fees, bin fees and land-use 
fees for property owners and com-
mercial haulers to fund work the 

Suit targets county fee hike 
funding organic recycling
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A micro-pore structure made by Gore allows water vapor, air and 
carbon dioxide to escape from composting operations. Meanwhile, 
the fabric captures other gaseous materials including volatile 
organic compounds and ammonia, which are then recycled back 
into the composting process and broken down by microorganisms. 
Such a system is proposed by Kern County next to the Shafter-Wasco 
Landfill.
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One of the stars of eastern Kern County’s 
aerospace industry notched an important 
success Saturday by completing a mid-air 
launch of a test vehicle that, if all continues 
to go well, will achieve hypersonic flight 
later this year.

Mojave-based Stratolaunch LLC 
announced its launch plane Roc — the 
world’s largest aircraft, with a dual-fuselage 
and a wingspan of 385 feet — demon-
strated it can cleanly and safely release the 
company’s rocket-powered Talon-A test 
vehicle. The launch took place during a 
4-hour, 8-minute flight out of Vandenberg 
Space Force Base in Lompoc.

“Today’s test was exceptional,” President 
and CEO Zachary Krevor said in a news 
release Saturday. “Our hardware and data 
collection systems performed as antici-
pated, and we now stand at the precipice of 
achieving hypersonic flight.”

Stratolaunch’s plan is to use the Roc 
to launch reusable Talon-A autonomous 

Stratolaunch 
completes 
successful test in 
preparation for 
hypersonic fl ight

The Merriam-Webster dictionary 
defines moral turpitude as an act 
or behavior that gravely violates 

the sentiment or accepted standard of the 
community. It further states, “a 
quality of dishonesty or other 
immorality that is determined 
by a court to be present in 
the commission of a criminal 
offense.”

So I found it somewhat puz-
zling that former Arvin police 
chief Scot Kimble is applying 
to get his old job back. From 
what I hear and further adding 
to my bewilderment, he is 
a finalist and stands a good 
chance of getting it. How did we get here?

Scot Kimble is the self-dishonored 
ex-cop who was caught misappropriating 
city funds when he was police chief in 

McFarland in 2016. Kimble left McFarland 
in 2019 and became Arvin’s top cop that 
same year. He left McFarland for good 
reason, as he was under investigation 

by the Kern County District 
Attorney’s Office for misap-
propriation of funds.

That investigation revealed 
Kimble had hired one of his 
officers to do renovation work 
on his Bakersfield home. 
Kimble, however, intention-
ally added unearned hours 
to the officer’s payroll time 
sheets to pay him for the 
remodeling work. That cost 
McFarland taxpayers $745.20. 

Kimble then assigned the same officer to 
attend training courses out of Kern County 
with the intent of having the officer com-
plete construction work on Kimble’s home 

during evening hours, requiring 25 miles 
of travel in a city-owned vehicle each way 
between Kimble’s home and the training 
center. That cost taxpayers $229.50.

According to the D.A., Kimble asked 
another officer to leave his assignment 
and use a police vehicle to respond to 
Kimble’s home to help unload Kimble’s 
personal belongings from a truck into his 
house. Cost to taxpayers was $100.77. In 
a plea deal, Kimble pleaded no contest to 
a misdemeanor charge of being a public 
official who willfully submitted records 
knowing that they were false. Kimble 
agreed to resign as Arvin police chief, was 
placed on three years probation and was 
ordered to pay restitution of $1,075.47.

The 59-year-old recently completed 
his three-year probationary period and 

Should cops with criminal records be cops?
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How a bill recently 
introduced by 
Speaker Kevin McCa-

rthy, R-Bakersfield, might 
prevent further loss of giant 
sequoia trees was explored 
in a recent hearing on before 
members of the House Natu-
ral Resources Committee.

As the Speaker noted in his 
testimony on May 8, about 20 

percent of the 
iconic trees 
have been 
lost in recent 
years, largely 
to wildfires.

The bill — 
H.R. 2989, 
the Save Our 
Sequoias Act 
— was intro-

duced April 28 as a bipartisan 
effort with 50 cosponsors. 
Although it has the same title, 
it is not identical to a House 
bill introduced by McCar-
thy in 2022 or a Senate bill 
introduced later last year by 
Dianne Feinstein and Rudy 
Padilla, both Democrats from 
California.

There currently is no 
companion bill in the Senate. 
Feinstein just returned to 
Washington following a 
lengthy absence related to 
illness. Last year’s Senate bill 
was included in a hearing 
Sept. 29 with seven other 
forestry-related bills, but no 
further action was taken.

On May 8, in a hearing that 
lasted about two-and-a-half 
hours and was entirely about 
the Save Our Sequoias Act, 
members of the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee 
heard from the chief of the 
U.S. Forest Service, the chair-
person of the Tulare County 

Board of Supervisors and 
vice chairperson of the Tule 
River Tribal Council. Other 
members of a panel brought 
together for the hearing were 
representatives of Save the 
Redwoods League and the 
National Parks Conservation 
Association.

McCarthy’s 20th Con-
gressional District includes 

Giant Sequoia National 
Monument, Sequoia National 
Forest and much of Sequoia 
and Kings Canyon National 
Parks — prime areas for 
giant sequoias. He said the 
legislation would reform 
forest management practices 
within the U.S. Forest Service 
and National Park Service 
to expedite fire protection 

projects in those areas and 
other lands where the iconic 
trees grow.

Ranking Member Raul Gri-
jalva, D-Ariz., also testified. 
He is not among the cospon-
sors of the bill, but said he 
appreciated seeing “so much 
attention, passion and effort, 
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House Natural 
Resources 
Committee grills 
forest chief, 
others in hearing
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A giant sequoia in Giant Forest, Sequoia National Park, November 2022. About 20% of the 
iconic trees have been killed in recent years, largely by high-intensity wildfires. 
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