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T here may be more 
Chinese “police sta-
tions” operating in 

Canada, Public Safety Min-
ister Marco Mendicino sug-
gested Sunday, months af-
ter a Spanish human rights 
organization revealed the 
existence of such operations 
around the world, including 
a number in this country.

Safeguard Defenders said 
in a report last September 
that there were three Chinese 
police operations in Toronto.

It later identified two 
more, including one in Van-
couver and one in a second 
unknown location.

In March, RCMP in Que-
bec said they were investigat-
ing two alleged secret police 
stations operated by Chinese 
authorities in the province.

The federal police force 
said its Integrated National 
Security Team had opened in-
vestigations into the suspect-

ed police stations in Montreal 
and in the suburb of Bros-
sard.

Speaking in an interview 
broadcast on CTV’s Question 
Period Sunday, the public 
safety minister said, “I am 
confident that the (RCMP) 
have taken concrete action 
to disrupt any foreign 
interference in relationship 
to those so-called police 
stations, and that if new 
police stations are popping 
up and so on, that they will 
continue to take decisive 
action going forward.”

Earlier this month The 
Canadian Press reported that 
the centres were continuing 
to operate normally, despite 
the minister’s statements 
that all secret stations in Can-
ada have been shut.

Mendicino’s comments 
followed tit-for-tat diplomat-
ic expulsions by Ottawa and 
Beijing last week.

Canada expelled Chinese 
diplomat Zhao Wei over 
threats he allegedly made 
against Conservative MP Mi-
chael Chong and his relatives 
in Hong Kong. The alleged 
plot came to light on May 1 
when the Globe and Mail re-
ported on a leaked CSIS re-
port concerning the threats. 
The federal government has 
confirmed that report.

Chong has been critic-
al of Beijing’s treatment of 
members of the Turkic Mus-
lim Uyghur ethnic group in 
China’s Xinjiang region, hun-
dreds of thousands of whom 
have been detained in pris-
on-like political re-education 
camps. China says attend-
ance at what it calls vocation-
al training centres is volun-
tary and aimed at eliminating 
tendencies toward Muslim 
extremism while teaching job 
skills.

See CHINA on A3

Tamping down 
China ‘police’

MORE SECRET STATIONS MAY BE  
‘POPPING UP,’ BUT RCMP IS READY

ISTA NBUL • Turkey’s future 
hung in the balance on Sun-
day as millions of voters cast 
their ballots in a crucial elec-
tion pitting President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan against chal-
lenger Kemal Kilicdaroglu, 
whose support by a broad 
coalition of opposition par-
ties has left Erdogan more 
vulnerable to defeat than 
ever before.

Early results put Erdogan 
comfortably ahead, but as 
the count continued his ad-
vantage eroded, with a run-
off presidential election on 
May 28 beckoning.

Both sides dismissed the 
other side’s count, with no 

official result announced. 
Ankara’s opposition Mayor 
Mansur Yavas said a count 
by his party suggested Kilic-
daroglu was ahead with 
47.42 per cent, while Erdo-
gan had 46.48 per cent.

Citing figures from state-
owned agency Anadolu, 
Turkish media said that with 
almost 75 per cent of ballot 
boxes counted, Erdogan was 
on 50.83 per cent and Kilic-
daroglu on 43.36 per cent.

Sunday’s vote was one 
of the most consequential 
elections in the country’s 
100-year history, a contest 
that could end Erdogan’s 
imperious 20-year rule and 
reverberate well beyond Tur-
key’s borders.

The presidential vote will 
decide not only who leads 
Turkey, a NATO-member 
country of 85 million, but 
also how it is governed, 
where its economy is headed 
amid a deep cost of living 
crisis, and the shape of its 
foreign policy.

The elections, which are 
also for parliament, were 
being intently watched in 
Western capitals, the Middle 
East, NATO and Moscow.

A defeat for Erdogan, 
one of President Vladimir 
Putin’s most important 
allies, will likely unnerve 
the Kremlin but comfort the 
Biden administration, as 
well as many European and 
Middle Eastern leaders who 
had troubled relations with 
Erdogan.

See TURKEY on A5
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MOTHER NATURE DEALS PIPELINE A BLOW. A3

A NEW JERSEY FAMILY WAS SHOCKED WHEN A ROCK CRASHED 
THROUGH THEIR ROOF. THEY WERE MORE SHOCKED STILL 
WHEN IT TURNED OUT TO BE A METEORITE — 4.6 BILLION YEARS 
OLD AND STILL WARM TO THE TOUCH. PAGE A2
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Supporters of Turkish President Recep Erdogan react after early exit polls in Ankara on Sunday. The momentous presidential election could 
extend Erdogan’s two-decade grip on power or, if challenger Kemal Kilicdaroglu wins, set the mostly Muslim nation on a more secular course.
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