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WORK UNDERWAY AT HISTORIC CHARLOTTETOWN CHURCH

Work has been ongoing at the site of Central Christian Church in Charlottetown to replace shingles and repair the roof. On May 12, the workers were focused on 
the turret of the original church structure, which is a landmark on Kent Street. It was designed by well-known P.E.I. architect William Critchlow Harris.  
DREW BLOKSBERG • THE GUARDIAN

HEALTH

A chance to study medicine
Joint program between UPEI, MUN will require 
permanent P.E.I. residency, says university
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A new medical school pro-
gram which is set to be of-
fered at UPEI beginning in 
2025 is still on course but will 
only be accepting permanent 
P.E.I. residents, says the uni-
versity. 

During a seminar held at 
the Charlottetown campus on 
May 4, presenters provided 
students with information on 
the new program, which will 
be a four-year joint program 
between UPEI and Memorial 
University of Newfoundland 
(MUN).  

During the presentation, 
concerns were addressed by 
students, ranging from tu-
ition to qualifications. About 
35 students attended, most 
of whom were international 
students.  

Inye Adawari, a UPEI 
student from Nigeria, told 
SaltWire after the seminar 
he is thinking about apply-
ing to the program but was 
surprised to hear he must be 
a permanent resident of P.E.I. 
to attend.  

“I definitely would consider 
it,” said Adawari. “It’s unfor-
tunate that it is only for P.E.I. 
residents. When I’m done 
school, I’d have to get my per-
manent residency.”  

The program is set to offer 
20 seats per year, with one 
seat reserved for Indigenous 
learners. It will combine cur-
riculum and faculty from the 

two schools over a four-year 
program.  

The program is laid out in 
four phases. The first three 
are preclinical, mostly con-
sisting of in-class work, with 
the fourth phase being mostly 
on-the-job-training.  

Mohammed Mostafa, an-
other student at UPEI, told 

SaltWire he thought the 
curriculum sounds like some-
thing he would be interested 
in.  

“It’s something I would 
consider probably sometime 
in a year or two after I finish 
my degree. I think the idea of 
phases is pretty interesting. 
I think the fourth phase was 

the most interesting because 
it would be on-site,” said Mo-
stafa.  

In order to apply to the 
program, residents must have 
permanent residency in the 
province and be able to prove 
they have been a resident for 
the past 12 months.  

The rules change slightly 

if the student is still a depen-
dent, in which case they must 
prove proof of residency for 
the previous 24 months.  

One of the reasons perma-
nent residency is required is 
to incentivize students to stay 
in the province after gradua-
tion, the presenters cited.  

A degree in medicine or sci-
ences is required to apply, as 
well as letters of reference and 
the completion of a suitability 
exam known as CASper. All 
personal information is re-
dacted from the applications 
to ensure there is no bias.

SEE A CHANCE ON A2  

Mohammed Mostafa, right, and his mother, Radwa, both attended a recent information seminar 
at UPEI on its new medical program. They had several questions regarding qualifications and 
how much the program would cost. RAFE WRIGHT • THE GUARDIAN

“I really like 
the fact that 
they try to 
look at the 
applicants 
holistically, 
weed them out 
based on MCAT 
or GPA. And I 
think that is 
very important 
based off what 
I see from 
health-care 
professionals.”
Amir Meghdari


