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Through two weeks, the Alberta 
General Election has been a refer-
endum on Danielle Smith.

Sure, there have been some 
policy pushes by the two main 
parties, with the NDP mainly 
pushing health care and the UCP 
leaning into affordability and  
safety.

But one overriding issue has 
persisted since before the writ 

dropped — can Albertans can en-
vision Smith as their premier for 
four more years?

“The election campaign is really 
about Danielle Smith,” said Lisa 
Young, a political science profes-
sor at the University of Calgary.

“The NDP has been successful 
in turning the ballot question into, 
‘Do you trust Danielle Smith to be 
premier?’”

Many voters have already made 
up their minds about who they’ll 

cast their ballot for on May 29, 
but there’s a substantial number 
of undecided voters, said Trevor 
Harrison, a sociology professor at 
the University of Lethbridge.

And they’re the group who could 
be swayed by a well of past com-
ments the NDP has dug into, seem-
ingly unearthing new arrows every 
other day. 

Some have landed major body 
blows, like Smith’s comparison 
of the 75 per cent of Albertans 
who had been vaccinated against 
COVID-19 to supporters of Adolf 
Hitler while also saying she had 
chosen not to wear a Remem-
brance Day poppy in protest of 
public-health measures.

Trust in leaders emerges 
as key election question

Smoke rises from the wildfire near Fox Creek on Saturday. Alberta remains under a state of emergency due to widespread wildfires, with 19 states of local 
emergency, five band council resolutions and 14 evacuation orders in place on Sunday.    A L B E RTA  W I L D F I R E / H A N D O U T  V I A  R E U T E R S
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Nearly 20,000 Albertans have 
been evacuated from their homes 
as wildfires continue to rage across 
the province with hot, dry condi-
tions in the forecast for the fore-
seeable future.

Provincial officials said the to-
tal number of evacuees has risen 
to 19,342 Sunday, up from 16,520 
on Saturday. The additional 2,800 
evacuees came from three new ar-
eas now under evacuation order, 
including Rainbow Lake, parts of 
Leduc County and Sturgeon Lake 
First Nation.

“These are trying times, and 
the coming days may be quite dif-
ficult,” said Alberta Emergency 
Management Agency executive 

director Colin Blair. “We are all 
doing all we can to protect commu-
nities at risk, but Albertans need to 
remain vigilant and closely follow 
updates on their current wildfire 
situation.”

Hot, dry conditions have led to 
what officials are calling an “un-
precedented” early fire season in 
Alberta. Alberta remains under a 
state of emergency with 19 addi-
tional states of local emergency, 
five band council resolutions and 
14 evacuation orders in place Sun-
day, up from 10 on Saturday.

Evacuees have been sent to nine 
reception centres. Most — about 
15,000 — have registered since 
evacuating, which officials say will 
make it easier for them to access 
support and resources.

Alberta wildfire information of-
ficer Josee St-Onge said fire risk in 
the province remains “extreme.” 
Eighty-seven fires were active in 
the province Sunday, 24 of which 
are rated out of control. More than 
521,000 hectares have burned so 
far this year, up from 470,000 on 
Saturday. 

St- Onge said the province’s 
south is expected to be at great-
er fire risk in the coming days. 
In the boreal forest in the north, 
temperatures in the high 20s with 
low humidity and winds gusting 
to 40 km/h will contribute to fire 
growth.

St-Onge said fire guards carved 
into the landscape, the “vast ma-
jority” of which were holding, had 
helped contain some of the fires. 
However, she made the remarks 
around 3 p.m. and cautioned Sun-
day’s peak burning period was still 
ahead.

Wildfires force evacuation 
of nearly 20,000 Albertans
People in three new areas ordered 
to leave homes as blazes continue
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