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COLUMBIA, S.C. — La-
Joia Broughton, a 41-year-old
small-business owner, consid-
ers herself a fan of President Joe
Biden.

He’s provided opportunities
for Black-owned business while
bringing integrity to the White
House, she said. Her decision
for 2024 is not in doubt.

“Biden has proven himself
in the last few years, and I’ll be
voting for him in the next elec-
tion,” said Broughton, who owns
a lobbying and public affairs firm
in Columbia, South Carolina’s
capital city.

JOHN WEST
jwest@oanow.com

The Downtown Merchants As-
sociation will host its fourth an-
nual Downtown Family Supper
Thursday evening on Tichenor
Avenue.

Chefs from some of Auburn’s
top restaurants will provide a
multi-course meal to 200 guests
who will dine outdoors. Restau-
rants participating this year in-
clude The Hound, The Depot,
Acre, Ariccia, Hey Day Market,
and Irritable Bao. Guests will
also have a chance to enjoy cock-
tails and live music.

“You’re never going to find
yourself getting to eat a meal
from the Hound, the Depot,
Acre and Ariccia all in one set-
ting. This is where you get to do
that,” said Jessica Kohn, down-
town coordinator for the Auburn
Downtown Merchants Associa-
tion. “We put the dining tables
out there. We string up the string
lights. The chefs come, and they
prep the food. They serve it to
you family-style, right there on
the streets of downtown.”

JOHN WEST
jwest@oanow.com

Fifty classic and collectible
cars were on display at J.F. Drake
Middle School Friday morning as
a part of the fifth annual Driving
Through the Decades car show.

Students saw an array of ve-
hicles ranging from the 1920s to
modern electric cars and learned
the history behind them. It was
made possible through a partner-
ship among the J.F. Drake Middle
School, the East Alabama Old Car
Club, and the Low and Slow Car
Club.

The event was organized by
Beverly Helm, a history teacher
at J.F. Drake Middle School, and
Tom Spicer, a local car aficionado
and the co-founder of Spicer’s
Music. The started the Driving

Through the Decades Car Show
years ago as a way to spark chil-
dren’s interest in older cars.

“I’ve got a lot of friends that
have a few cars and invited them
to come out and it just kind of

snowballed from there,” Spicer
said.

Helm, who was dressed in sock
hop 1950s style, said the event is
about helping the kids learn about
the transition of history. The kids,

Spicer added, were learning about
the difference in past transporta-
tion and today’s cars.

“They are so excited,” Helm
said. “They have just taken own-
ership of their projects and just
gone over the top of my expec-
tations with what they’ve done.
They love it!”

Sarah Armstrong, the princi-
pal at J.F. Drake Middle School,
said the students learned about
each decade in detail. She called
the car show a celebration of the
school’s social studies classes.

“This is our culminating ac-
tivity to let students showcase
their learning about this phase
in American history,” Armstrong
said.“They are very excited about
the opportunity to connect with
the owners of the cars… and just
share their hard work this year
with the community.”
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Kai Johnson, 12, poses in front of a 1940 Packard Convertible at the Driving Through the Decades car show on Friday, May 12, 2023.
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Julia Carlton, 12, sits in the driver’s seat of a 1923 Ford Model T at the
Driving Through the Decades car show on Friday, May 12, 2023.
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