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Title 42’s end hasn’t
stopped migrants NATION, PAGE A3

Wallace college to play for ACCC
state title Monday SPORTS, PAGE B1

“For I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” — Genesis 37:17

LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — One out-
come is clear as Washington
reaches for a budget deal in the
debt ceiling standoff: The ambi-
tious COVID-19 era of govern-
ment spending to cope with the
pandemic and rebuild is giving
way to a new focus on tailored
investments and stemming defi-
cits.

President Joe Biden said re-
couping unspent coronavirus
money is “on the table” in bud-
get talks with Congress. While
the White House threatened to
veto Republican House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy’s debt ceiling
bill with its “devastating cuts”
to federal programs, the admin-
istration signaled a willingness
to consider other budget caps.

The end result is a turnaround
from just a few years ago, when
Congress passed and then-pres-
ident Donald Trump signed the
historic $2.2 trillion CARES Act
at the start of the public health
crisis in 2020. It’s a dramatic
realignment even as Biden’s bi-
partisan infrastructure law and
Inflation Reduction Act are now
investing billions of dollars into
paving streets, shoring up the
federal safety net and restruc-
turing the U.S. economy.

“The appetite to throw a lot
more money at major problems
right now is significantly dimin-
ished, given what we’ve seen
over the past several years,” said
Shai Akabas, director of eco-
nomic policy at the Bipartisan
Policy Center, a nonpartisan or-
ganization in Washington.

The Treasury Department
warned it will begin running
out of money to pay the nation’s
bills as soon as June 1, though an
estimate Friday by the nonparti-
san Congressional Budget office
put the deadline at the first two
weeks of June, potentially buying
the negotiators time.

“We’ve not reached the crunch
point yet,” Biden told reporters
Saturday before flying to Dela-
ware for the weekend. “There’s
real discussion about some
changes we all could make. We’re
not there yet.”

Staff-level negotiators re-
sumed talks Saturday.

STAFF REPORT

The Wiregrass Museum of Art
has been awarded a grant from
the Wiregrass Foundation to
support summer outreach pro-
grams in June and July.

“Summer outreach programs
reflect the museum’s core mis-
sion to inspire lifelong learning
at all ages. WMA’s programs are
part of a comprehensive educa-
tional plan to provide access to
the arts for our youngest res-
idents, seniors, and families,
and we’re grateful for support
from Wiregrass Foundation to
extend access to quality art ex-
periences through outreach and
scholarship opportunities across
the Wiregrass,” said Dana-Marie
Lemmer, the museum’s execu-
tive director and curator.

Wiregrass Foundation
awarded WMA $10,000 for its
summer outreach programs,
which will help fund art camp
experiences and field trips with
Hawk-Houston Youth Enrich-
ment Center and the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Wiregrass.

“The Wiregrass Foundation is
proud to support WMA’s sum-
mer outreach programs because
we believe in the power of the
arts to enrich the lives of Wire-
grass residents and contribute
to the cultural vibrancy of our
community. This grant to WMA
reflects the Foundation’s ongo-
ing commitment to supporting

programs and initiatives that
enhance the quality of life for
all Wiregrass residents. We be-
lieve that access to the arts is
essential for personal growth,
community development, and
economic prosperity,” said Troy
Fountain, president of Wiregrass

Foundation.
Up to 300 students from part-

nering organizations will visit
WMA over the summer months
through this funding opportu-
nity. Students will experience
guided tours through the muse-
um’s galleries, exploring art from

WMA’s collections and tempo-
rary exhibitions; these tours fo-
cus on inquiry-based learning
and multiple disciplines, includ-
ing STEAM, visual art, Alabama
history, and creative writing.
Each group will spend time cre-
ating artwork with high-quality
supplies in the museum’s studio
as a part of their trip, and will
take home supply kits to con-
tinue to explore self-expression
and creativity after their camp
experience.

WMA will also provide stu-
dents at the Hawk-Houston
Youth Enrichment Center with
an on-site camp at their location,
structured to fit the needs of the
center’s daily schedule over six
weeks. The camp experience
will conclude with a field trip
to WMA, to experience newly
opened exhibitions and studio
artmaking in late July.

Additionally, this grant creates
an opportunity for 14 scholarship
seats for the museum’s paid, in-
house summer camps, two at
each of its seven camps in June
and July. Museum staff will pro-
vide these spots to students from
low-income and disadvantaged
backgrounds by working with
partners at Dothan City Schools,
Dothan Housing Authority, Do-
than Leisure Services, and the
museum’s Community Advisory

WMA grant to support outreach

JAY HARE, DOTHAN EAGLE

SKILLED WORK
Craftsmen for Hollis and Spann Inc. work on a structure to house an elevator while constructing a new Candlewood Suites hotel on Ross Clark
Circle recently.

US debt
ceiling
standoff
shifting

MICHELLE MANN
mmann@dothaneagle.com

OZARK — Young anglers, aged
15 and under, stood nearly shoul-
der to shoulder around the Dale
Medical Surgery Center Pond
Saturday morning armed with
fishing rods, some for the first
time, as more than 200 youth,
accompanied by adult family
and friends, participated in Dale
County Sheriff Mason Bynum’s
Youth Fishing Rodeo, held for the
first time since 2009.

“A true community partner-
ship” is what Bynum called the
event made possible with assis-
tance from Dale Medical Cen-

ter and a multitude of business
and individual donations from
Ozark, Dale County and Dothan.

“We originally had the thought
to re-kindle this event that had
been started years ago by Sheriff
Wally Olson, for kids that don’t
always have the opportunity to
fish,” the first-term sheriff said.
“I mentioned it to my people
in the sheriff’s department and
they took the idea and ran with it.

“We partnered with Dale Med-
ical Center Chief Executive Of-
ficer Vernon Johnson who was
instrumental in providing us
with location and the facilities,”
Bynum said, as he surveyed the

crowds filling the DMC Surgery
grounds. “We can’t thank him
enough for doing that because
this is the perfect location.”

The pond was stocked with
1,000 pounds of catfish for the
event, said DMC Director of
Facilities and Engineering Dale
Jones. “We’re happy to do this.
Vernon Johnson and the execu-
tive board have always supported
the county and vice versa,” he
said. “This is a community event.
We’re all-in on this together.”

Under the shade of trees near
the pond, DCSO Chief Deputy

Youth fishing rodeo draws hundreds
Grady Etress, 3,
right, tries his
hand at fishing at
the Dale County
Sheriff’s Youth
Fishing Rodeo
Saturday while
sister Carrye, 1,
and his mother,
Elizabeth, cheer
him on.
MICHELLE MANN,
DOTHAN EAGLE

COVID gives way to
new focus on deficit
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Children study a piece of artwork at the Wiregrass Museum of Art.
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