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SOURDOUGH JACK:

“Greenup is my 

favorite season, but 

it somehow always 

makes me think my 

eyesight is going 

sour.”

The weather.

Today will have some 
sun then increasing 

clouds.

High today ..............63
Low tonight ............38

Sunrise: 4:28 a.m.
Sunset: 11:07 p.m.
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SPRING (GREEN) IS HERE

“A swallow at Creamer’s Field.”

(Left)
“Oh birchy tree, oh birchy tree, 
How beautiful you are, To me. 

(Ode to leaf out.)”

Thank you, Tyler Bones and Christine 
Martin, for sending in this shot! Submit 

your photos at newsminer.com.

Music and 

‘genius’ from 

our local 

librarian
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By Haley Lehman

The Fairbanks North Star 
Borough honored seniors 
Thursday at the annual Senior 
Recognition Day.

Denise Daniello said that 
this was the first in-person 
senior recognition day since 
2020, and it was the larg-
est gathering in the state to 
recognize seniors. Tammie 
Wilson read Governor Mike 
Dunleavy’s recognizing May 
as Older Americans Month in 
Alaska.

Mayor Bryce Ward, May-
or David Pruhs, and Mayor 
Michael Welch honored the 
following seniors with the 
honored caregiver award, life-
time fitness award, and out-
standing volunteer award:

Borough hosts Senior Recognition Day

Bryce Ward and 
Donnie Hayes 
awarded Dave 

Watson the lifetime 
fitness award. HALEY 

LEHMAN/NEWS-MINER

Bryce Ward and 
Donnie Hayes awarded 
Dr. Rev. Anna Frank 
the outstanding senior 
volunteer award. HALEY 

LEHMAN/NEWS-MINER

Mayor Michael Welch and Donnie Hayes awarded 
David Minto the outstanding senior volunteer 
award. HALEY LEHMAN/NEWS-MINER
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By Jack Barnwell

A budget line reduction for a filled 
code enforcement officer connected 
to Fairbanks North Star Borough 
transfer sites turned into a debate 
over a wide array of topics during the 
Assembly’s meeting Thursday.

Assemblymember Jimi Cash 
moved to eliminate an $89,600, 
which would have cut the code 
enforcement officer position. Cash 
prefaced his decision by saying he 
wasn’t married to its success.

The borough funds a code enforce-
ment officer, along with a supervi-
sor tasked with overseeing the solid 
waste district. The officer ensures 
borough rules and regulations are 
met at each of 13 transfer sites, 
including the proper disposal for 
items, what can’t be dumped and 
ensuring items like vehicles aren’t 
abandoned at the location and for 
writing citations.

The borough has an open 24/7 pol-
icy for transfer sites.

Cash noted the borough contracted 
with a private security to provide the 
service.

“There was improvement in the 
beginning but over a number of 
years, people realized security guards 
had no teeth and couldn’t enforce 
anything really,” Cash said. The bor-

Assembly talks 
transfer sites 
during budget 
discussion
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Staff report

The University of Alaska 
Fairbanks is gearing up for 
the 13th annual Really Free 
Market recycling event, set 
to take place on Saturday, 
May 20. The event, hosted 
in the parking lot adjacent 
to the Lola Tilly Commons, 
aims to provide a platform for 
the Fairbanks community to 
donate items and find them 
new homes, all free of charge.

The market accepts a range 
of donated items, provided 

they are clean, safe and in 
usable condition. Past dona-
tions have included clothing, 
sporting goods, furniture, 
appliances, tools, gardening 
equipment, kitchen and bath 
items, tires, toys, and even toi-
lets. The event encourages the 
community to contribute to 
sustainable practices by giv-
ing a second life to items that 
might otherwise go to waste.

To facilitate the donation 
process, the market offers a 

UAF recycling event a platform for community donations

People wait for the eighth annual 2017 Really Free Market 
to begin at the University of Alaska Fairbanks Lola Tilly  
Commons parking lot. DOROTHY CHOMICZ/NEWS-MINERMARKET » A3


