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CELTICS TAKE GAME 7 FROM 76ERS

Fake, digitally created  
content has potential to take 
campaign tricks to new lows .

David Klepper and Ali Swenson
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Comput-
er engineers and tech-inclined 
political scientists have warned 
for years that cheap, powerful 
artificial intelligence tools would 

soon allow anyone to create fake 
images, video and audio that was 
realistic enough to fool voters and 
perhaps sway an election.

The synthetic images that 
emerged were often crude, un-
convincing and costly to produce, 
especially when other kinds of 
misinformation were so inexpen-
sive and easy to spread on social 
media. The threat posed by AI 
and so-called deepfakes always 

seemed a year or two away.
No more.
Sophisticated generative AI 

tools can now create cloned hu-
man voices and hyper-realis-
tic images, videos and audio in 
seconds, at minimal cost. When 
strapped to powerful social media 
algorithms, this fake and digitally 
created content can spread far 
and fast and target highly specif-
ic audiences, potentially taking 

campaign dirty tricks to a new 
low.

The implications for the 2024 
campaigns and elections are 
as large as they are troubling: 
Generative AI can not only rap-
idly produce targeted campaign 
emails, texts or videos, it also 
could be used to mislead voters, 
impersonate candidates and un-
dermine elections on a scale and 
at a speed not yet seen.

“We’re not prepared for this,” 
warned A.J. Nash, vice presi-
dent of intelligence at the cyber-
security firm ZeroFox. “To me, 
the big leap forward is the audio 
and video capabilities that have 
emerged. When you can do that 
on a large scale, and distribute it 
on social platforms, well, it’s go-
ing to have a major impact.”
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AI presents political peril for 2024 with threat to mislead voters

The peril to many species of wild birds and 
backyard poultry flocks is the same or greater 

than it was last year, says Dr . Bob Gerlach .

Annie Berman
Anchorage Daily News

A year after a highly contagious strain of avian in-
fluenza was first detected in Alaska, the state veteri-
narian said the ongoing outbreak continues to pose a 
serious threat to wild birds and domestic poultry.

Dr. Bob Gerlach is urging owners of backyard 
chickens, ducks and geese to continue to take pre-
cautions to protect them from the illness as migrating 
birds make their yearly return to the state.

Over the past year, thousands of wild birds and 
more than 58 million domestic poultry in the U.S. have 
died from the virus, which has already caused the larg-
est bird flu outbreak in the nation’s history. The out-
break has driven up egg and poultry prices nationwide

Meanwhile, wild bird advocates in the state say 
they haven’t let down their guard, either — and are 
preparing for the possibility that the deadly strain 
could be part of life for the foreseeable future.
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State veterinarian warns of ongoing avian flu 
threat as migrating birds return to Alaska
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Geneticist Laura Scott dilutes samples of avian influenza so that they can be sequenced on 
May 10 at the USGS Molecular Ecology Laboratory in Anchorage .

Rehabilitation 
assistant Katie 
Thorman swabs 
an injured bald 
eagle so it can 
be tested for 
avian influenza 
on May 10 
at Bird TLC in 
Anchorage . The 
eagle arrived 
from Nikiski 
the day before 
and was likely 
injured by a 
vehicle . Holding 
the eagle is 
rehabilitation 
volunteer Katie 
Verbarendse . 

The hospital tried to build similar 
facilities in 2015, but the state 

rejected the request .

Alex DeMarban
Anchorage Daily News

Alaska Regional Hospital has applied 
with the state for approval to build an $18 
million freestanding emergency depart-
ment in South Anchorage by the end of 
next year.

It’s not the first time the hospital has 
applied to build a satellite emergency fa-
cility in Anchorage, which would be the 
first of its kind in Alaska.

The nearly 11,000-square-foot facility 
would include 12 emergency rooms and 
equipment such as a CT scanner, ultra-
sound machine, X-ray machines and five 
cardiac monitoring stations, according 
to a public notice from the Alaska De-
partment of Health on Tuesday.

“Alaska Regional Hospital proposes 
to expand its existing emergency de-
partment capacity by constructing a 
free-standing emergency department, 
or as self-identified, a Hospital Satellite 
Emergency Department, in South An-
chorage,” the notification said.

The hospital applied for a certificate 
of need from the health department, 
under a law that’s designed in part to 
reduce health care costs to prevent 
construction of unnecessary medical 
facilities. Its application was originally 
reported by the Northern Journal news-
letter.

Kjerstin Lastufka, a spokeswom-
an for the hospital, declined to provide 
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Conservative talk shows,  
programs aimed at immigrants 
and religious stations will find it 
harder to connect with listeners .

Marc Fisher
The Washington Post

America’s love affair between the 
automobile and AM radio — a cen-
tury-long romance that provided the 
soundtrack for lovers’ lanes, kept the 
lonely company with ballgames and 
chat shows, sparked family singalongs 
and defined road trips — is on the 

verge of collapse, a victim of galloping 
technological change and swiftly shift-
ing consumer tastes.

The breakup is entirely one-sided, 
a move by major automakers to elimi-
nate AM radios from new vehicles de-
spite protests from station owners, lis-
teners, first-responders and politicians 
from both major parties.

Automakers, such as BMW, Volk-
swagen, Mazda and Tesla, are re-
moving AM radios from new electric 
vehicles because electric engines 
can interfere with the sound of AM 
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End of a love affair: AM radio  
is being removed from many cars
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Bobby Gutierrez, the mayor of Bryan, Texas, adjusts the vol-
ume of the radio station WTAW while driving through Bryan . 
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