
 Minimum opening deposit is $25. Qualifying activities include a cumulative direct deposit of $1,500 and spend $1,500 on your 
debit card within 90 days of account opening. Terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Member FDIC.

$300*

with qualifying activities.

Bank local and earnS.A . LIFE

MICHAELQUINTANILLA:
MAWORE THE ‘CROWN
OFMOTHERHOOD.’ E1

S

EXPRESSNEWS.COM • SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2023 • VOL. 158, NO. 230 • $4.00

MEXICOCITY—Forweeks,
Solangel Contreras raced.

The Venezuelan migrant and
her family of 22 trudged
through the dense jungles of
the Darien Gap and hopped
borders across Central Ameri-
ca.

They joined thousands of
other migrants from across the
hemisphere in a scramble to
reach the U.S.-Mexico border
and request asylum.

They raced, unsure what

changing migratory rules and
the end of a pandemic-era bor-
der restriction, Title 42, would
mean for their chances at a new
life in the United States.

But after missing that cutoff,
being robbed in Guatemala and
crossing intoMexico shortly af-
ter Title 42 ended Thursday
night, Contreras, 33, had only
one certainty in her mind:
“We’re going to keep going.”

Confusion has rippled from
the border to migrant routes
across the Americas, as mi-
grants scramble to understand
complex and ever-changing

policies. And while Title 42 has
come to an end, the flow of mi-
grants headed north has not.

From the rolling mountains
and jungles in Central America
to the tops of trains roaring
throughMexico, migrants from
Venezuela, Cuba, Haiti, Colom-
bia, Nicaragua, Ecuador and
beyond push forward on their
journeys.

“We’ve already done every-
thing humanly possible to get
where we are,” Contreras said,
resting in a park near a river di-
viding Mexico and Guatemala.

The problem, say experts, is
that while migration laws are
changing, root causes pushing
people to flee their countries in

Changes don’t halt migrant treks
Experts: Despite Title 42’s end, the forces
pushing people to leave homelands go on
By Megan Janetsky
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Migrants beg to be let in the U.S. after crossing the Rio Grande
between Matamoros, Mexico, and Brownsville last week.Migrants continues on A24

Some Texas Republicans are
refusing to take up a bipartisan
plan to transform special educa-
tion funding in the state unless
private school vouchers are in-
cluded. The stalemate has put
hundreds of millions of dollars
at stake for schools as they
struggle to keep up with a
mounting number of special ed-
ucation assessments.

The reforms, recommended
last year by a group of state law-
makers, includemoremoney for
transportation and in-class ser-
vices around dyslexia and other
disabilities, as well as increased
funding for assessments of stu-
dents with special needs, which
have exploded in recent years
while also becoming more ex-
pensive to carry out.

Those changes are now in
jeopardy as part of a larger
voucher fight between the Sen-
ate, which supports using pub-
lic dollars to fund private educa-
tion, and the House, which has
beenmore hesitant on the issue.

Andrea Chevalier, a lobbyist
with the Texas Council of Ad-
ministrators of Special Educa-
tion, said the special education
reforms are being held hostage
by Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and the
GOP-led Senate, so long as a
voucher measure doesn’t pass
the House.

“Our really positive change
we’ve been talking about for
probably over five years, now it’s
being held hostage if we don’t
accept a voucher,” she said.
“We’ll just get nothing. How
does this help anybody?”

A spokesman for Patrick did
not respond to a request for
comment.

The infighting reached a boil-
ing point Wednesday night
when House members blocked

Special
education
reforms
in danger
By Edward McKinley
AUSTIN BUREAU

Education continues on A23

Arggie Ford left her camp-
site in the woods and was
trudging along the narrow
sidewalk on Bandera Road to
buy a cup of ice at a conve-
nience store when she saw the
dog.

The 38-year-old San Anto-
nio woman, homeless and
nearly seven months preg-
nant, had seen the retriever
mix many times before as she
walked the block. It had never
threatened her or her compan-
ions.

But an alarmwent off in her
head that night.

Ford was used to scanning
her surroundings, looking for

signs of danger. She saw im-
mediately that the dog was ag-
gressive and agitated.

Roaming dogs and dog at-
tacks are frequent problems in
pockets across San Antonio,
and homeless people and oth-
ers who get around the city on
foot are especially vulnerable
to them.

As Ford proceeded down
the sidewalk, the dog crawled
under the dilapidated fence of
its Northwest Side home, es-
caped the yard, charged at her
and growled. Ford stood fro-
zen with fear, then began
walking backward, not know-
ing which way to turn. She
called out for the dog’s owner
to help, to no avail.
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Bailey, a retriever mix, barks and lunges aggressively at an unidentified pedestrian in the 2200 block of Bandera on April 27.

Tragic encounter
Woman lost her baby after shewas terrorized by loose dog, hit by car
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Arggie Ford’s son Jakobi was born prematurely after a car
hit Ford as she tried to flee Bailey. Jakobi died 11 days later.

By Peggy O’Hare
STAFF WRITER

Loose dogs continues on A22
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