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COVID-era spending 
gives way to new 
focus on deficit, A2

Zelenskyy pitches 
pope on peace plan 
for Ukraine war, A3
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New look for the Reds
Cincinnati has revealed the City Connect 
uniforms it will don Friday night. D1

Bringing out the stars
Dolly Parton is getting a little help from 
famous friends on her first rock album. C1

REMOTE 
WORKERS 
MAY BE 
PAYING BIG 
PRICE. A8

CITY SEEKS 
INPUT ON 
PLANNED 
SKATEPARK 
DESIGN. B1

INDIECRAFT ADDS 
BANDS, BREWERIES
Growing celebration aims to create a 
‘downtown Springfield experience.’  B1

Overcast today
TODAY: 73/48 MON: 73/50  
TUE: 70/51. FORECAST: D6

CLOSER LOOK

By Jessica Orozco
Staff Writer

More mothers have given 
birth at Mercy Health - Spring-
field this year than in the past 
as the hospital emphasizes 
women’s health more.

Mercy Health has seen more 
than a 20% increase in births 
in the first quarter of the year, 
and Dr. Shawn Osterholt, direc-
tor of obstetrics at the hospi-
tal, said he attributes much 
of that to a growth in wom-
en-centered care offered. The 
hospital has a midwifery pro-
gram, partners with Ohio State 
to bring high-risk pregnancy 
specialists on site and allows 
pregnant obstetrics patients 
coming to the emergency room 
to bypass the waiting room and 
be seen at the Family Birth-
ing Center.

“Every patient wants some-
thing different, so the more 
we can offer here in Spring-
field to patients, the better 
the satisfaction and the bet-
ter the quality we can have,” 
Osterholt said.

Osterholt said the mid-
wifery program, which helps 
give women more individu-
alized birthing experiences, 
was started in March 2022 for 
this reason.

Osterholt said having Ohio 
State Maternal Fetal Medicine 
specialists on site once a month 
alleviates the burden of trav-
eling to Columbus for care for 
high-risk pregnant patients.

Mercy Health will also bring 
in a gynecology oncologist “in 
the very near future” to see 
Springfield patients, Oster-
holt said.

Health continued on A10

Hospital 
focusing 
more on 
women’s 
health
Mercy Health sees  
20% increase in 
births so far in 2023.

NEWS-SUN  IN-DEPTH

By Aimee Hancock
Staff Writer

As the 50th anniversary of the 
federal Endangered Species Act 
nears, one imperiled species com-
monly found in Ohio is hang-
ing on, literally and figuratively, 
despite ongoing threats.

The Indiana bat, one of four 
endangered bat species in Ohio 
with the northern long-eared bat, 
the little brown bat and the tri-col-
ored bat, was one of the first spe-
cies listed under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 after appear-
ing in the Endangered Species 
Preservation Act of 1966.

Since then, it has swiftly dwin-
dled. According to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the popula-

tion has declined by half since the 
species was listed as endangered.

A 2019 winter census estimated 

a population of 537,297 bats in 
16 states.

Bats serve an important role 

in the ecosystem, providing sig-
nificant positive impacts on the 
environment as insectivores and 
pollinators, biologists say.

“They’re tremendously import-
ant, and as an endangered spe-
cies, we have an obligation to 
conserve them,” Parham said.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, bats can eat 
their body weight in insects each 
night, and some studies have 
estimated bats save U.S. agricul-
ture up to $53 billion annually in 
pest control.

“They’re also just really cool,” 
said Eileen Wyza, biologist for 
the Ohio Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ Division of Wild-
life, adding that bats are even 
more closely related to humans 
than birds.

“They’re the only relative of 
humans that can fly,” she said. 

Bats continued on A7

Habitat for endangered bats concerns residents 
Expansion of the DMAX 
plant would mean loss 
of forests animals use.

A proposed industrial project in Brookville, spearheaded by General 
Motors, has included the preliminary removal of some forested 
area, leaving some nearby residents anxious about the potential 
environmental impacts, including to local Indiana bat populations.
CONTRIBUTED BY OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

ONLY IN THE NEWS-SUN

By Jessica Orozco
Staff Writer

An influx of Haitian immigrants 
to Springfield has sparked a dra-
matic increase in the number 
of patients using Rocking Horse 
Community Health Center and 
forced the center to adapt how 
its serves its patients.

Chief Medical Officer Dr. Yam-
ini Teegala said the center has 
worked to get immigrants to 
schedule appointments instead 
of walking in, added three trans-
lators who speak Haitian Creole 
and improved the way its provid-
ers ask questions to ensure they 
are giving patients the best care.

Rocking Horse does not turn 
away anyone who is seeking help.

“I take it as a compliment that 
(Haitian immigrants) want to come 
to Rocking Horse. It is kind of a 
telling statement that they believe 
in our nonjudgmental care,” Tee-
gala said. “But I do worry that 
if we don’t have a good overar-
ching strategy on how (Rock-
ing Horse) is going to stream-
line this, I do believe that all of 
us will continue to struggle, and 
so will they, because we haven’t 
understood what to do.”

Teegala said she believes all 
Haitian immigrants in Spring-
field who seek primary care go 
to Rocking Horse.

No one knows for certain, but 
groups working with the immi-
grants estimate the Haitian pop-
ulation in Springfield and Clark 
County between 4,000 and 7,000 
people now, almost all arriving 
in the last five years.

Sharp rise in patients
Rocking Horse experienced a 

257% increase in Haitian immi-
grant patients from 2021 to 2022, 
seeing 115 Haitian patients in 2021 
and 410 in 2022, Teegala said.

In January of this year, the 
numbers skyrocketed again, 
with about 220 visits by Haitian 

Community continued on A6

Health center addressing 
needs of Haitian community
Rocking Horse adds translators, other resources as immigrant 
population increases rapidly in Springfield-Clark County area 

Johnson Salomon, a patient advocate and interpreter at Rocking Horse Community Health Center, gets 
a high five from Haitian immigrant Snica Leguerre after her mother Lormilia got clarification on some 
paperwork Wednesday at the center. BILL LACKEY / STAFF

From Haiti  
to Springfield

Our  
Community:

About this series 
The Springfield News-Sun will 
examine the increase in the 
Haitian immigrant population 
through a series of stories this 
year. Aid groups estimate 4,000 
to 7,000 Haitians have arrived in 
Springfield and Clark County  in 
the last five years. 

Timely news updates
Our newsletters come straight from the newsroom into your email inbox. Whether it’s
news to start your day or updates in the afternoon and evening, we keep you informed
and connected.
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