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Jody Lordo, front right, lights a candle at a memorial for her son, Michael Evans, at the corner of Beach Street and Eden II Lane in 
Stapleton, where he was fatally shot last year.    Photos by Steve White, for the Staten Island Advance
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Just one year ago — on May 9, 2022 — 
Jody Lordo got a devastating phone call 
that sent her world crashing down: Her son 
had been shot while coming home from 
the store in Stapleton. 

Dropping everything, Lordo immedi-
ately rushed to the emergency room to be 
by her son’s side. Unfortunately, her son, 
26-year-old Michael Evans, passed away 
before she got the chance to say her final 
goodbye. 

Two men have since been arrested and 

charged in what the prosecution described 
in court documents as the “strategic assas-
sination” of the Graniteville resident. 

Today, Lordo has dedicated her life and 
finances to anti-gun violence advocacy 
through Michael’s Corner, an initiative 
that aims to highlight gun violence and 
the effect that it has on the community.

“Our community started the tree during 
the first day that I went down there,” said 
Lordo in reference to the memorial at the 
corner of Beach Street and Union Place 
that has been dedicated to her late son. 
“Ever since then I just took it and ran with 
it and turned it into Michael’s Corner.”

Lordo hopes that her advocacy work 
can help save lives and spare parents 
the pain of having to lay their children 
to rest. “I’m just trying to stop this mad-
ness,” said Lordo. “We don’t really get 
recognition in our community for the 
violence that’s happening.”

To raise awareness about the gun vio-
lence that takes place in the community, 
Lordo has started to wrap orange lights 
around street poles and trees at the cor-
ners of areas where Staten Islanders have 
been fatally shot. 

“Every time somebody passes in my 
community, I go right there to where 
that person passed,” said Lordo. “Some-
body gets shot or it’s gun violence, I put 
up orange solar panel lights right up the 
tree.”

So far, Lordo has wrapped areas along 
Wright Street and Beach Street in lights. 
She plans to wrap more. 

“I feel like our streets are so dark that 
it is easy to commit these kind of crimes 
in such a bad neighborhood,” said Lordo.

Lordo has chosen the color orange 
because that is the color for National Gun 
Violence Awareness Month in June. 

Overall, Lordo wishes for her lights to 
draw attention to her cause. She plans 
to hold events with other anti-gun vio-
lence advocates over the summer and is 
going through the process of establishing 
Michael’s Corner as a non-profit in her 
late son’s honor. She thanked those who 
started the original memorial to honor 
her son and Pen and Perry Associates and 
True2Life, who have played pivotal roles.

‘MICHAEL’S CORNER’

This mom is on a mission to highlight 
the frequency of gun violence

To raise awareness about gun violence on 
Staten Island, Lordo wraps orange lights 
around street poles and trees where Staten 
Islanders have been fatally shot.

Her son, Michael, was fatally 

shot last year.  Now Jody 

Lordo is dedicating her time 

and  finances to shining 

a light on the number of 

shootings on Staten Island.

Michelle Kaske and Skylar Woodhouse    
Bloomberg

New York City may begin charging 
motorists traveling into major parts of 
Manhattan as soon as April 2024. 

The congestion pricing plan — the first 
of its kind in the U.S. — is expected to get 
final approval next month. It will charge 
E-ZPass motorists driving south of 60th 
Street, the city’s central business district, 
as much as $23. 

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, which runs the city’s subways, 
buses and commuter rail lines, released 
on Friday a final environmental assess-
ment of the plan that includes new con-
cessions for low-income motorists as well 
as Uber and Lyft drivers.

The transit agency anticipates the 
U.S. Department of Transportation will 
give final approval after a 30-day pub-
lic review period, a significant milestone 
that will allow construction to begin on 
the tolling gantries. 

“Congestion pricing means less traf-
fic, cleaner air, safer streets, better tran-
sit,” Janno Lieber, the MTA’s chief exec-
utive officer, said during a media briefing 
about the plan on Thursday.

MTA officials expect congestion pric-
ing to bring in $1 billion in new revenue 
a year that the agency will bond against
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Hi Neighbor,
My wife and I are mov-

ing next week. (Before some of you get 
giddy, No ... I’m not retiring!) 

Sorting and packing decades of stuff is 
daunting. Probably like you, I spend too 
much time reminiscing over cards our 
kids gave us when they were tots, their 
letters to Santa, or their photos over the 
years. I stumbled across a column I wrote 
for a millennium section we published 
to welcome the year 2000 a friend was 
kind enough to frame for me back then. It 
appeared the day after Christmas, 1999. 
It, too, brought back memories, these of a 
“friend” who visited my house every day 
...  a “friend” I grew up with and still pal 
around with today. 

My “friend” — and I hope yours, too:  
the Staten Island Advance.  

The column talks about the Staten 
Island I remembered as we entered a new 
century. And how the Advance always 
was there for us. It talks about how jour-
nalism has changed, from patiently 
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