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New Yorkers will decide the fates of
school district budgets, elect candi-
dates to boards of education and weigh
a varied list of propositions and propos-
als across the state on May 16.

The voting will take place in every
public school system in the Empire
State, with the exception of the “Big 5”
city districts of New York, Yonkers, Buf-
falo, Rochester and Syracuse.

Record school funding 
increase approved

On the whole, school districts’ bud-
geting for the 2023-24 academic year
continued to benefi�t from enhanced
state and federal funding, although the
last tranche for COVID-19 stimulus
funding (ARP Act) expires in late 2024.

Schools received generally positive
fi�nancing news from Albany. The $229
billion New York state budget approved
earlier this month increased funding for
public schools by 10% — to more than
$34 billion. 

The $3 billion increase in education
spending is the largest, in terms of dol-
lars, in the state’s history. 

“In the aggregate, at that statewide
level, we are very, very pleased with the
increase,” said Brian Fessler, director of
governmental relations with the New
York State School Boards Association. 

“But you get a wide range of perspec-
tives based on local situations and cir-
cumstances and budgets and needs
and priorities.”

How Foundation Aid 
impacts school budgets

Along with the hike in state support,
a longstanding confl�ict over unfair aid
distributions has fi�nally been settled.
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s administration
agreed to fully fund Foundation Aid —
the largest funding stream from Albany
— for all districts statewide for the fi�rst
time since the formula was fi�rst enacted
in 2007. 

School districts are set to get a $2.7
billion increase in Foundation Aid.

Aside from the aid amounts, Fessler 

NY school
budgets go
to voters
May 16
Neal Simon
Binghamton Press & Sun Bulletin

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BUDGETS, Page 10A

PHILADELPHIA – Cassandra Nuñez
and her grandmother cast their fi�rst bal-
lots in a U.S. presidential election in
2016. She was a fi�rst-year college stu-
dent; her grandmother, a newly minted
citizen. They both hoped to elect the
fi�rst woman president over a man who
bragged about grabbing and kissing
women at will.

But Donald Trump became presi-

dent, and it would be nearly seven years
before a woman could press her claims
at trial. Last week, jurors in a New York
civil case said they believed that Trump
sexually assaulted writer E. Jean Carroll
in a dressing room in the 1990s – making
him the fi�rst U.S. president found liable
by a jury in a sexual battery case. The
panel awarded her $5 million in dam-
ages.

“It’s a victorious moment, but why
did the people of the United States let
this happen?” said Nuñez, now 25, of
Los Angeles, noting the number of sexu-
al misconduct accusations against
Trump during the campaign and since 
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Had Garnell Whitfi�eld Jr.’s mother been alive on April 7, in-
stead of gunned down at a Buff�alo supermarket by a white su-
premacist nearly a year before, she would have turned 87.

Whitfi�eld, a man of unbending faith, sees a powerful harmo-
ny with the fact that the birthday of his mother, Ruth Whitfi�eld,
this year would have fallen on the Good Friday date of April 7, for
Christians like him a day of death followed by rebirth. Similarly,
he sees that same harmony with the May 14 anniversary of the
murder of his mother and nine other Black people at the Tops
supermarket: That day is also Mother’s Day.

TOPS SUPERMARKET SHOOTING
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‘She’s always
with me’

His mother’s murder has led one man to activism 
against racism, extremism and gun violence
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