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A weekly gathering in Brooklyn started
with vendors selling Mexican street food
to make ends meet during the pandemic.
Then the police shut it down. PAGE 1

METROPOLITAN

A Sunday Market Takes a Turn
Logan Sargeant is Formula 1’s first
full-time American driver since 2007.
Can his sport leap from Monte Carlo to
Miami without the Americanization
alienating its old-school fans? PAGE 1

SUNDAY BUSINESS

Fight for a Motor Sport’s Soul

Golden State’s defense of its N.B.A. title
ended, and the Curry-Thompson-Green
dynasty may well be history. PAGE 32 

SPORTS 31-33

Goodbye, Golden State
Though the writers’ strike threatens the
show, we look at the year’s magical
moments, roles and actors who found
their voices. Plus predictions! PAGES 6-14

ARTS & LEISURE

The Tony Awards

Connie Wang PAGE 6

SUNDAY OPINIONMany a facility now accommodates not
only tennis and pickleball but also
platform tennis or padel. PAGE 31

A Rackets Revolution

For those who fancy miniature doll-
house items, a Chicago trade show
makes the heart beat faster. PAGE 1

SUNDAY STYLES

Where Tiny Is Big Business

Online, many famous women are
“mother,” a term with deep ties to the
L.G.B.T.Q. ballroom culture. PAGE 4

Everyone and His Mother

Meg Jay knows that decade can be
confusing as people figure out what to
do with their lives. She also knows you
need to get on with it. PAGE 1

Your Striving 20s

SAN DIEGO — Laine Goettsch packed
her emergency medical bag and drove into
downtown San Diego to look for her favor-
ite patient, afraid of what she might find.
Sometimes, she saw Abdul Curry cleaning
the sidewalks near his tent and dancing to
a playlist of Ed Sheeran songs. Other
times, she found him hypothermic in a wet
sleeping bag and surrounded by people
smoking fentanyl. And then there were the
days when she couldn’t find him at all, and
she continued searching for hours as she
braced for a call from the hospital, the po-
lice or the medical examiner.

Now she drove into a homeless encamp-
ment and saw three people huddled near a
camping stove and sharing a bottle of
vodka. “Anyone heard from Abdul?” she
asked, but they shook their heads and
turned back to the fire.

Laine, 29, had spent the last year work-
ing as a medic in the forgotten alleyways
and parking garages of downtown, trying
to help Abdul and dozens of others stay
alive during the most dangerous time in
modern history to be homeless in America.
More people in the country’s biggest cities
were becoming homeless, more were liv-
ing outside instead of in shelters, and a
record number of people, from Los Ange-

les to Denver to New York, were dying in
premature and preventable ways on the
street. The toll in San Diego County had in-
creased from 64 homeless deaths in 2014 to
nearly 600 investigated by the medical ex-
aminer’s office in the last year.

She drove across a bridge and spotted
Abdul slumped over at the entrance of a
parking garage. He had an open wound on
his forehead and water dripping from his
clothes, but when he saw Laine coming, he
dusted off one of his old suitcases and of-
fered it to her as a chair. “Sorry about this
weather,” he said.

“I’m fine, but you must be freezing,” she 

The closest thing Abdul Curry had to permanent shelter was a parking garage overlooking downtown San Diego.
ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

By ELI SASLOW

Continued on Page 25

The Struggle to Save Abdul
‘Homeless Mayor of San Diego’ Tries to Survive as Record Numbers Die

Once driven largely by superstition in
India, the brutal practice is now often
simply a tool to oppress women, in
many cases violently. PAGE 11

Where Witch Hunts Are Real

European leaders would be delighted to
have “an easier Turkey,” while Russia
could lose an important economic and
diplomatic partnership. PAGE 4
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What if Erdogan Loses?

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— On a dusty roadside on the out-
skirts of Dubai, Sohrab Fani is
profiting from the West’s re-
sponse to the war in Ukraine: his
shop installs seat heaters into cars
being re-exported to Russia.

Twelve thousand heating pads
languished in his warehouse for
years, he said, until Russia’s inva-
sion and the resulting Western
sanctions drove American, Euro-
pean and Japanese automakers
out of the Russian market. Now,
Russians import those cars via
Dubai, in the United Arab Emir-
ates — and because cars shipped
to the Middle East tend to be made
for warm climates, accessories
shops like Mr. Fani’s are doing a
brisk business outfitting them for
winter weather.

“When the Russians came, I
sold out,” Mr. Fani said, so he or-
dered several thousand more
seat-heating pads. “In Russia,
they have sanctions. Here, there is
not. Here, there is business.”

More than a year into President
Vladimir V. Putin’s invasion,
Western sanctions have damaged
Russia’s economy but not crippled
it. The web of global trade has ad-
justed, allowing the Russian
leader to largely deliver on a key
promise: that the war would not
drastically disrupt the lifestyle of
consumption for Russian elites.

Russia is still importing coveted
Western goods, enabled by a
global network of middlemen.

In Moscow, the latest iPhones
are available for same-day deliv-
ery for less than the retail price in
Europe. Department stores still
stock Gucci, Prada and Burberry.
Car-sales sites list new Land
Rovers, Audis and BMWs.

Just about all of the West’s lead-
ing electronics, automobile and
luxury brands announced last
year that they were pulling out of
Russia. Not all of their goods tech-
nically violate sanctions, but com-
merce with Russia became very
difficult in the face of public out-
rage, pressure from employees,
and restrictions on semiconduc-
tor exports and financial transac-
tions.

Still, Russian demand for lux-
ury items remains strong, and
traders in Dubai and elsewhere
are meeting it.

“The wealthy people always
stay wealthy,” said Ecaterina Con-

Continued on Page 9

WASHINGTON — President
Biden’s attempt to deal efficiently
with a new surge of migration fol-
lowing the end of Title 42 pan-
demic restrictions has focused
new attention on a severe short-
age of judges, the result of long-
standing neglect that has over-
whelmed the immigration court
system with a backlog of more
than two million cases.

The court system is riddled
with yearslong delays and low
morale as a work force of about
650 judges struggles to keep up
with the volume of immigration
cases, leaving undocumented im-
migrants who have long waited in
the United States in limbo.

The bottleneck shows how the
challenges of dealing with a surge
in immigration do not end at the
southern border. Even as scrutiny
has focused on how Border Patrol
agents will manage crowds of mi-
grants, public officials and immi-
gration experts say that bolster-
ing the invisible work force of im-
migration judges is crucial to re-
forming the system.

Mr. Biden has made some
progress — hiring more than 200
judges since he came into office —
but is still falling short on his cam-
paign pledge to double the num-
ber of immigration judges. Some
of the judges will be working sev-
en days a week for a time while the
administration confronts the new
surge, according to the Justice De-
partment.

Eliza C. Klein, who left her posi-
Continued on Page 22

SHAKAHOLA, Kenya — Deliri-
ous from hunger, a believer who
had brought his family to live with
a Christian doomsday cult in a re-
mote wilderness in southeastern
Kenya sent a distraught text to his
younger sister this month. While
he begged her for help to escape,
he was still in the grip of the
preacher who had lured him there,
promising salvation through
death by starvation.

“Answer me quickly, because I
don’t have much time. Sister, End
Times is here and people are being

crucified,” Solomon Muendo, a
former street hawker, told his sis-
ter. “Repent so that you’re not left
behind, Amen.”

Mr. Muendo, 35, has been living
in the Shakahola Forest since
2021, when, like hundreds of other
believers, he abandoned his home
and moved there with his wife and
two young children.

They were following the call of

Paul Nthenge Mackenzie, a for-
mer taxi driver turned televange-
list who, declaring that the world
was about to end, marketed
Shakahola to his followers as an
evangelical Christian sanctuary
from the fast-approaching apoca-
lypse.

Instead of a haven, however, the
800-acre property, a sun-scorched
wasteland of scrub and spindly
trees, is now a gruesome crime
scene, scattered with the shallow
graves of believers who starved
themselves to death — or, as Mr.
Mackenzie would have it, cruci-

Lured to Their Graves by Promises of Salvation
By ANDREW HIGGINS

Continued on Page 10

Starving ‘Massacre’ Toll
Rises to 179 in Kenya

In November, Representative
Byron Donalds scored a coveted
speaking slot: introducing Gov.
Ron DeSantis after a landslide re-
election turned the swing state of
Florida deep red. Standing on-
stage at a victory party for Mr. De-
Santis in Tampa, Mr. Donalds
praised him as “America’s gover-
nor.”

By April, Mr. Donalds was
seated at a table next to another
Florida Republican: Donald J.
Trump. He was at Mar-a-Lago,
Mr. Trump’s private club, for a
multicourse dinner with nine
other House Republicans from
Florida who had spurned their
home-state governor to endorse
the former president’s 2024 run.
Red “Make America Great Again”
hats decorated their place set-
tings.

In six short months from No-
vember to May, Mr. DeSantis’s
2024 run has faltered before it has
even begun.

Allies have abandoned him.

Tales of his icy interpersonal
touch have spread. Donors have
groused. And a legislative session
in Tallahassee designed to bur-
nish his conservative credentials
has instead coincided with a drop
in the polls.

His decision not to begin any
formal campaign until after the
Florida legislative session — al-
lowing him to cast himself as a
conservative fighter who not only
won but actually delivered results 

ARIN YOON FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Children of soldiers at Fort Moore in Georgia, the first base renamed for a military family. Page 13.
On the Home Front

DeSantis, Bruised by Missteps,
Is Limping to the Starting Line

This article is by Shane Gold-
macher, Maggie Haberman and
Jonathan Swan.

Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida
is retooling his operation.

HAIYUN JIANG/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page 17

Russian Elites
Still Obtaining

Luxury Goods

Network of Middlemen
Is Skirting Sanctions

By ANTON TROIANOVSKI
and JACK EWING

Judge Shortage
Bogging Down
Asylum Process

By ZOLAN KANNO-YOUNGS

BERLIN — Germany on Satur-
day sent the strongest signal yet
of its commitment to backing
Ukraine in its battle against Rus-
sian occupiers, promising more
tanks, armored vehicles and sub-
stantial air defense systems in its
largest weapons package for Kyiv.

The arms package, totaling 2.7
billion euros, or about $2.95 bil-
lion, amounted to roughly as
much as Germany’s total military
aid to Ukraine since the war be-
gan in February 2022.

The move was part of a budding
effort by Chancellor Olaf Scholz
and President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky of Ukraine to draw a line un-
der a year of rocky relations over
Germany’s hesitancy to provide
weapons and solidify a partner-
ship that may prove increasingly
critical to maintaining European
unity in backing the war.

With elections looming in the
United States next year, concern
is growing in European capitals
that President Biden will become
less willing to showcase support
for Ukraine, given the potential
for Republicans to use the issue
against him during the presiden-
tial campaign. Europe fears an
even sharper drop in support for
Ukraine should a Republican win
the presidency next year.

The German announcement
was one of the most forceful steps
yet taken by Mr. Scholz to back his
call last year for Germans to play
a leading role in Europe’s security
affairs — and to bolster their own
forces — in the face of a newly per-
ceived threat from Russia.

“We all wish for a speedy end to
this terrible war waged by Russia
against the Ukrainian people,”
said Germany’s defense minister,
Boris Pistorius, who has been
more outspoken than the chancel-
lor on support for Ukraine. “Ger-
many will provide all the help it
can — as long as it takes.”

GERMANY SHOWS
UKRAINE SUPPORT
WITH MAJOR MOVE

A $3 BILLION PACKAGE

Announcement Comes as
Kyiv Prepares Spring

Counteroffensive

By ERIKA SOLOMON
and CHRISTOPHER F. SCHUETZE

Continued on Page 8

Egyptian officials said representatives
from Israel and the Palestinian group
Islamic Jihad had agreed to a deal that
ended five days of fighting. PAGE 12

Cease-Fire in Gaza Violence

ZELENSKY IN ITALY The leader met
with Pope Francis at a potentially
pivotal moment in the war. PAGE 8

LATE EDITION
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Today, mostly sunny, a light breeze,
high 71. Tonight, patchy clouds, low
54. Tomorrow, partly sunny skies, a
light west-northwest wind, high 74.
Weather map appears on Page 34.


