
Chronicle of tragedy, strength
For the past year, Chief
Photographer Derek Gee has
documented not only the
shock and grief and anger,
but the strength and courage

and the resolve of victims’ family members
and residents. Scan this code to see more.

Editorial: Building on progress
• It took a massacre for the inequities in
Buffalo to be laid bare in a way that
could no longer be ignored. Those lives
won’t come back but – if the real work
is done – the neighborhoods they once
lived in can begin to heal. One key:
Accountability. Opinion, Page B10

Race honors Salter Jr.
Retired police officer
Aaron Salter Jr. is the
namesake of a 5K/
half marathon in
remembrance of his

heroic actions that saved lives at the
cost of his own. Page C1
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Sunny, cooler. High 61, low 44.
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Sharing sports
throughgenerations
Mothers and daughtersss reflect
on their connections onnn and offfff
the field Page D1

BUFFALONEWS.COM • May 14 , 2023 • Where your Story L i veS • F i n a L e d i t i o n

Roberta
Drury

MargusD.
Morrison

Andre
Mackniel

Aaron
Salter Jr.

Geraldine
Talley

Celestine
Chaney

Heyward
Patterson

Katherine
Massey

Ruth
Whitfield

Pearl
Young

By JonHarris
NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER

Early Saturday morning,
as she helped set up for the
inaugural Buffalo Black Cau-
cus at Canisius College, Ze-
neta Everhart couldn’t stop
crying upon seeing a beau-
tiful quilt that depicted the
faces of the 10 people killed
in the mass shooting at Tops
Markets on Jefferson Avenue
one year ago.

“I broke down,” said Ever-
hart, the mother of shooting
survivor Zaire Goodman.
“And it’s because I’m just so
grateful that I got to keepmy
kid. Those families can’t say
that, so it was just so emo-
tional seeing their faces up
on that quilt.”

All 10 of those killed in the
racist massacre were loved
familymembers, ripped away
by a white supremacist who
had never met them. Several
of them, including Celestine
Chaney, Pearl Young, Geral-
dine Talley and Ruth Whit-
field, were mothers, and, in

some cases, grandmothers,
the matriarchs who passed
down wisdom, brought to-
gether loved ones and were
the center of family gather-
ings. Another one of the vic-
tims, Margus Morrison, had
plans to see his mother after
doing some shopping at Tops
that day.

A cruel reality of the one-
year remembrance of the
worst mass shooting in Buf-
falo’s history, a day when sev-
eral mothers were lost and
many others were affected, is
that it lands onMother’s Day.

“This is going to be the
first Mother’s Day without
my mother,” said Mark Tal-
ley, son of Geraldine Talley.

“It’s very difficult,” said
Garnell Whitfield Jr., son of
Ruth Whitfield. “Mother’s
Day will never be the same
again, obviously. But at the
same time, though she’s not
physically here with us, she’s
still here with us spiritually.
So we’re very thankful for

An undying bond:
‘Mother’s Daywill
never be the same’

The response
to unthinkable
violence often is
a curtailment of
civil liber-
ties and the
resulting
lament that
“the terrorists
win.”

But Buffalo’s racial
terrorist, at least so far, did
not win. In fact, he lost – big
time.

In the year since the
white gunman from Broome
County drove 200 miles
to target Black people in
one of Buffalo’s poorest
neighborhoods last May
14, his massacre has put a
spotlight on longstanding
inequities and prompted an
unprecedented movement to
address them.

I’m sure that’s not what
he had in mind. But not
only did he fail; he spurred
the very opposite of what he
undoubtedly hoped would
happen: Instead of driving
Black and white Western
New Yorkers apart, he
brought them together in
ways he never could have
imagined.

One year later, I like to
believe news of his colossal
failure is somehow drifting

into the prison
where he sits
after his guilty
pleas on state

murder and
domestic
terrorism
charges while
waiting to
see if the

feds will pursue the death
penalty. The best reason not
to execute him is to torture
him with the reality that
his mission of hate did not
succeed.

For instance, while
Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life
synagogue has yet to reopen
after the 2018 massacre that
took 11 lives, the Jefferson
Avenue Tops supermarket
where he killed 10 and
wounded three others
reopened just two months
later. It includes not only
memorials to the victims but
enhanced food offerings for
the very people the shooter
so disdained.

And it surely must gall
people who think like him
that Kevin Gaughan, a white
civic activist, organized
the American Food Equity
Conference here last fall
to bring together local and

Buffalo’s racist
terrorist didn’t win.
Let’s keep it that way

Rod Watson
COMMENTARY

ByMaki Becker
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

F
ragrance Harris Stanfield ran
for her life on May 14.

She was working at Tops
supermarket on Jefferson Av-
enue that afternoon when a

gunman, dressed for combat and armed
with an AR-15, entered the store and be-
gan shooting at every Black personhe en-
countered.

When the carnage ended, 10 people
were dead, three people were shot but

lived and one person suffered an injury.
Stanfield, a customer service lead at

Tops, survived.
So did Rose Wysocki, another

Tops worker, who hid in a barricaded
conference room with other workers and
customers while calling 911.

So did Julie Harwell, who was shop-
ping with her then-8-year-old daughter
and her boyfriend and got separated
from them.

Pastor Tim Newkirk, who arrived at
the chaotic scene just as the gunman
was being taken into custody, has been

left stunned by what he saw.
At least another 100 people could

describe their experience the same way.
Much of the focus this past year and

being commemorated this weekend is
directed at those who lost their lives.
The survivors understand that. But
while they’re thankful to be alive, they
want people to understand that their
lives were forever changed by what they
witnessed that day.

Jaclyn Schildkraut, executive director

They survived the shooting, but they
know their lives will be forever changed

ONEYEARLATER

“Nobody treated us like
survivors andwhen I real-
ized that, I was crushed.”
– Fragrance Harris Stanfield,
who barely escaped the May
14 shooting with her life.

Photos by Derek Gee/Buffalo News

FragranceHarris Stanfield, above, wasworking at Tops and came face-to-facewith the gunman beforemanaging to
escape. JulieHarwell, below left, was shopping. Pastor TimNewkirk of GYCMinistries, below right, arrived as the
shooterwas being subdued andwitnessed the immediate aftermath. He’s spent the last year counseling survivors.
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